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' The topié¢ of’the 'above title' has vividly - interested the ! T RmATR o >

author for many years and prompted him to systematicall& clip and
save an array of written materials on ‘' -'opic. An initial mass
of ‘interesting points of vew direct'. = indirectly related to
"thuse matters, coming from very diverse sourées, were gathered so
+that it made sense to arrange the ﬁatetials in a doherent way for

publication, * .

The mate;ia]s are hére presented under G..headings Cas  an
informal, nun—syétematic review of the literaturé on the ethieal,
‘ideological and political implications of public hea]tﬁ. The
materials should bring some 1light té the major issués at the
center of this universal discussion that is at the Vvery base of

our daily work as health professionals.*
X0 . - [ - -

+  ‘'The 6 subtopics chosen are the following: »«-v ~ .~ :

4Some of the same materials 'inspired a previous article : by the
author entitled "Ethics, Ideology and Nutrition" that was
published in Food Policy in 1982 (1). : T i
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Science: 1its political, idevlogical and ethical impli-
cations,

Lvery aye is dominated by what Foucault calls an “episteme” -
o way of conceiving and perceiving the ;orld, which brings
Curtuin featutes of existence into visibility and blurs or
concedals others. It we are to understand history, then, we
musL come Lo terms with the episteme of each age. In it  we

will find the interplay between knowledge and power. (2)

All sclence is ultimately a search for meaning, but what that

consists of varies from one person to another. (3)

Western scholarship is a fiction, a representation, a closed
system,  one  that has developed according to its own rules.
These rules have subdivided the experience of a whole area
10lo neatl cateyories convenient to scholarly-classification -
Lhough nol neeessarily conductive to a  better understanding

wl the subject | . . (4)

Human events, like physical events, can  be viewed at wany
fevels  of abstraction, cach providiog a window on the world.
To restrict cur view to a single window is to invitve partial
ttuthss  Half-truths can be dangerous; they can frighten and
subduc the uninitiated while legitimizing  the interpreters,

Jdetorming the wmoral discourse. {(S)

X
- Paye 4 .

)
Whether a certain development in a society is interpreted as

harmful or beneficial depends on one's theoretical position

o ~

andqoﬁe;s ciés; Iﬁiéfééts. .To understand and to change any
social "situation requires a knowledge not only of the
iﬁéerhal;dynamicé of the situation, but also of the nature of
the ﬁagiosystem which provides parameters for the situation.
(6) We have to learn to look at totalities, rather than

fragments of reality. (7)

What counts as a fact depends on the concepts you use, on the
question you ask. There is no neutral terminology. There
are really no wholly neutral facts. All describing is
classifying according to some conceptual scheme. . . .
Motives are not just private states of mind, but patterns in
everybody's life, many of which are directly observable to
other people. We cannot ssay_what somebody is doing until we

know why he does it. Man can neither understand his nature

nor his behavior until he understands his motives. (8)

We are often more interested in answering questions of fact
not involving values, than answering factual questions about

values. (9)

The iotellect divides the indivigijple - thought from feeling,

form from content - but such dichotomies do not exist in
nature; ambivalence is part of our nature, else we would not
have developed a morality. . . . Asking different kinds
Of questions produces quite different kinds of answers.

Slicing the world in different directions reveals different

D A . .
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patterns. How you see it depends on how you slice it. All
N o . b

you have to remember is that there's more than one way to cut

it.  (8)

9. It is well and good to question” (what we see ‘around ué) but,

in so doing, are we using the right question? That is, do we
not obfuscate the problem by avoiding the real issue which is

one of political power? (10)

10. We are taught that science is complétely opposite from

religion: Religion- obtains knowledge by revelation and
confirms it by “faith; “science _ obtains }nowlgdqe by
. N N . S} L . te

.

obsetvation and confirms it by replication: In this
: o0 | . g

. [

idealized view, a scientist can observe anything at all},
write it and submit it to a scientific journal. The journal
Jsendslthe aitic}e to several Fcientists for review and, if

. O /A S N L Rk e . . .
they agree the findings are in@eresting and the_ob§egvations
‘competent and acqurate,. the article s .published; - Other
scientists ’read thq».article ana try to ;gpkicate  the

.

Ve . o Ao heh s

accepted. Most scientists believe science works this way.

But sociologists, historians of science and just plain people
are beginning to notice how differently it works in practice.

(L)

11. Thomas Aquinas held that a man cannot hold a truth by faith

and by reason at the same time. If he believes by faith, it

is because reason has failed to show him the way. ~ 1f he

" believes by reason; he has no need for faith.

experiment. If a number of them sutceed, the new finding is..

13,

" the question remain open to bé decided by Faith.

In

Pages 6

Since Galileo could not prove by reason that the cosmos was

suncentered, then as a true son of the church he would let

Unlike acagemic achievement, intellectual development cannot
be separated from moral development. The connection between
morality and the sciences may appear indirect, but I do not
see how a.deeply piejudiced person could be a good research
scholar . . . The importance of thé'moral factor 1is more

obvious when it comes to the social sciences and philosophy.

th

'g disgiplingé, morality - who you are and where you
éténd - must make a differenéé . . . I do ﬁot want
intelleézual development to stunt moral growth; they must
tzavel‘ hand in hand . . . How does one deal Qith poverty
arodnd‘the-world if by‘our behavior we abet those who favor

an elitist and authoritarian view of society and sece left

wing subversion in every aﬁtempt to change the way people

have been treated unjustly? . -. . Whether we like it or

not, what we are morally depends « = 'he choices we make, the

ghfngé we acthally do. And what” we “teach honestly and -

éoﬁvinéiﬁély depends on what we are. (13)

X

wWhen péople who hold the fate of (health) in their hands make
fine distinctions, semantics become statements of policy.

Words have always been ideclogy.and..ideology .has been policy.

It, therefore, becomes important to _take a close look at our |

moral rights, our needs and our moral duties. Are these

three.:also interlocked_withkpoliticaf alternatives? .What do

.we really mean by moral right? 'Is’subjective conviction all




raye 7

there 1is  to the concept of imoral right? Obviously not, for
otherwise any thief who honestly believes that because he has
had o deprived childhood or because he has been wronged by
s0Clety he has a right to help himself to a piece of someone
¢lse's  property  thinking  that that would be morally right.
And a kobin Hood who robs the rich to give to the poor, would
be doubly  right, The subjective conviction that one is in
the 1ight ylves ope the inner strength to do what one is
dolng. That s an important thing in itself. But for such a
subjective conviction to become a moral right, 1t also has to
obtain  the sanction of others, even if not necessarily most
or wven all of them. Such a sanction may convert a Robin
Hood trom a highway robber into a social rebel, a terrorist
iﬁto a frecdom fightez.» A subjective claim can become a
recoygnized morai and>legal right by external sanction. But
Lhure is anéthc( limit to any moral right which determines to
what extent’ it will be sanctioned - its pogsible conflict
with another moral right. When such a conflict .ariscs, the
sanction for one right against the other depends, in térms of
morality  and  justice, 6nv what Cfaim is considered the
stronger, " the more urgent, tﬁe less injurious ?0 the other.
I terws of poulitical reality it depends on whose claim  can
usler  mote support based on the real interests of Lhose who
have the power Lo grant the sanction or to deny it These
lines  represent the extent of the wmoral and legal right the

wolld 15 prepared to accept. However much we may regret e,

the  world never  accepts more. Not only du the e

woelghits of conllicting moral claims change - political power

Page 4

interests also change. The question 1is, what sanction,

mora}, legal and political one can get for any new pdsit@on .
. . Moraily, might is not right. Polificéli}, it oféénﬁiél
Perhaps if we have the might, our subjective belief that we
are doing no wrong would in time receive the sanction of some
and of time itself, if not on moral grounds then on the
grounds of hard-nosed self-interest. But not only do we not
have the might, not only do we not have the power to rally
support, and not only does time work against us, but the very
attempt to rely on our moral strength may lead to disaster.
It may be good rhetoric to say that we need no one's
confirmation of our rights, that we shall in all likelihood
again win morally, but politically, however, it may bleed us

to death. The queétion'is not our right to fight (hunger and

malnutrition, for example) but how - and that, unfortunately,

can not easily be imposed un{laterally. To (malnutrition) we
have a supreme moral claim, sanctioned by the entire world.
For the alternative, the claim to (structural social changes)
we have no universal sanction. v (Charity), therefoie, is

Obscurdntfgm, because it really means no solution: (14)

-, . EN

To be human is to be a moral agent, able to choose freely
amongst alternatives and to engage in consequential action,
Moral questions arise as we consider how we ought to act in
respect of others . . . The moral values we draw upon in
choosing are themselves the product of collective life .
. Moral values are consensual, and actions based on them are

5aid to be legitimate . . . It is clear, however, that the
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,moral, code of a_community also legitimized established

relations of power.. An instrument of domination in the hands

15.

16.

alienating fprce; it ‘renders: exploitation 'og ltth people
easier . . . Neither moral nor political, the market's
powers are purely instrumental, relating means to given ends.
. . By responding more and more to the logic of markets,

communities are reduced to the functional requirements of

livelihood, while the roles and moral obligations of citizens

" are dismissed as irrelevant and " even detrimental to - the

uninhibited pursuit of pleasure .  : ~.°* A §ystém that has no

place for a majority of the . people has _lqst the ,moral

_authority to prescribe what should be done . . . It is by

participating in the political life of a community that we

acquire a sense of who we are. It is through political

discourse that a needs-oriented economy comes into being. .

. The right to equal access to such discourse i's the

i . n # Lkl

‘radicals' demand. (15)

We often find oursélves accépting or supporting- "ethically®

neutral® although "valde biased” premises. In thé “name of
scientific analysis, unemployment, malnutrition and poverty
are often perpetuated through the impersonal mechanisms of

economic policy and of the market. (16)

In "the way things areness", society makes disprivilege look
right, creating, in marxist terms, €false consciousness.

TRings are "explained'away",:theréfdrg,'ecbnomics books, for

instance, are books of ideology. Iaéblogy is the wa§ soéiety-

“the " ruling - class, it is fot only an integrative bu€ an”

18.

Economic

. conscience
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explains itself; it is therefore filled with myths. - (17)

rinevﬂ ably

that many non-economists . . + see more ideology there
. . L e s

than ‘science. (18)

IT. The Scientist as a promoter of status-quo or social

change.

"Are intellectuals a class apart, responsiblie only to their

~own inner urges, and a vision of man's need that goes beyond

.the daily struggle and even defies it? Are they duty bound

R,

to . immerse themselves in .their. society to articulate

conscience and its context? Or are _they natural ..leaders,

- destined not only to provide the ideas that shape society but

also to make sure that they are implimented? . . . Here

is Jean-Paul Sartre, arguing the obligation of political

engdqement and action as the true test of valueé." (19).
[ :

An honest man must back ,,the . révolution as long as - his
allows +« him, but - once™ it deteriorates into

bureaucracy or worse, he must stand  up and denounce .it.

There is no . xcape from his role. The intellectual's purpose -

in this turbulent century must be one of fidelity and
criticism . . . 1 think that faithfulness is essential:

yoﬁ can't leave a group whenever you_feel like it, whenever

you don't agree with its political policies one hundred

percent; If you belong to it you ough( to stick with it as

‘long as you can, or at least until . the sithatfqn;becomes’

impossible. But you'must always remember that the role of an

lends ideology and science. So much so
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intellectual is to emphasize the principles of the

revolution. And if those principles are not respected, then

the intellectual has a duty to speak out and 'séy SO.
Fidelity and criticism. 1It's no easy task, I assure you, but
we  have to fulfill that difficult role nonetheless, as best

wu o Cail. (20)

Intcllectuals bend the rules'of discourse tou suit their own
lolerests; they argue for what they want to believe . . .
bDuterminist  theories consistently tend to provide a
Justification ot the status-quo and of existing privileges
for certain groups according to c¢lass, race or sex. The
judyement of a work of science depends on whether it conforms
to ' the political convictions of the judges, who afe
Sult-uppoinced. (B)

Seilenlists) in higher education’in America help reproduce
the cluss systoem with their right hand and it's hard to keep
the Lottt hand tree to foster critical intelligence. we are
not  independent  intellectuals floating somewhere above the
coonomic systam;  we're part of it. (21) ¢ -

-

These sclentists of western scﬁolaréhip dare simply guilty of
bad schLlu[shjp, which could b; impzov;d (and  be wmade
truthtul) it only they would reform their metihod and  expunge
thelr  talse preconceptions. Few scholars  can resist the
pressutes oo Lhem of the scholarly tradition in  which  they

WL K . (4)

23.

24.

25.

26.

28.
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Although (moralists' views) carry an ideological debate ‘with
;he pultu;e ﬂ&ha; breedq them, they never confront that
cultuie with Véndtﬁeilkiéeology . . . ' Qith “political
possibilities that are new or challenging. For without
challenging the‘ideology many of them find abhorrent, they
only perpetuate the passivity that has become their central

image. (22)

Intellectual liberation is difficult to achieve, since many
of us are prisoners of our own past training and somebody

else's thought. (23)

(We often use) statistical 1illusions devised by academic
elites which do'not fit any teal-world cases anywhere in the

world. (23A4)

Measuring poverty in detail ‘can often be a subsgtityte for, or
an excuse for not acting in respect of perfectly visible

needs., (24)

Factor analysis has often led to the cardinal error in

reasoning of confusing correlation with cause. (25)

‘oo many economists and too many international organizations
are seeking to take the politics out of political economy and
the decision making process to avoid discord or conflict . .
. Many, if not most, aspects of life should never be decided
by the economists' yardstick only. The abolition of slavery
or child labor laws certainly never would have passed a

cost-benefit test., (12)

R )

e e e e ww
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29, Institutional compartimentaliqation has separated political

from economic analyses . . . . resulting in a passive

reluctance to call a cat a cat. (26)

30. There is a tendency . . . to ;top the 'énaiysié where
"politics” begins, with formulations like: "“this, however,is

a political question". Of course, that is where the analysis
very often should start . . . Our task is not merely to
reflect the world, but to do something about it, . . . A
~4oal which_is pot_at the same time a process, becomes a dogma
R 36,__.mﬁlséiswthemyfpyjncipleﬁﬁgf_fJ:gcogni}ng sand, _acting
promptly at the) ripe time" that_mainlxbdiffergntﬂa;es the

politician from the theoretician. (27)

31. Why do the attempts to 'be comprehensive not achieve the

expected ' results?  The . complex natute of .the' problem (of -

. LI 4

L L : i P A S ; -
health) complicates polycyfmaklng . .« . The essence of the
. .problem . trapécqn@s wits lkgh;erdisgiplin@;y .. hature.

Comprehensiveness cannot be, obtained . by achieving
§o . M - Y 3 - .

. all—inclusiveqes; of the part, bugnby_greaﬁing a philosophy

‘into which‘:all part; mésh. The development of such a
philosophy ﬁas been avoided because it automatically raiseé
larger issues about the direction of society and challenges
the current system . . . The essence of the matter is the
need for new philosophies, methodologies and‘ptocesses which
‘7 -help us work towards a society inspired by a different world
view. We need tactics, but first we need innovative
strategies, T .is neéessary to pass frgm the state of

critique to (concrete action) . . . Tactics must be

L e TS A T

@
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shifted from a.defensive position to .one that offers positive

.. . A positive strategy will be most effective

if efforts are made to go beyond the poiitical
4.z t.obtaining the lowest common. denominator . . . that onty

.serves to alleviate guilt feelings. (28)

32.. We need not retreat into helpless passivity, watching a
biological and social system deteriorate. We can alter
trends and avert catastrophes if we recognize and exercise

our own power to make a difference . . . We all carry

wi.around. ,withyus a. bag. of unexamined credos, and  this

unexamined life 1is what comes under pressure when we arte

faced with decisions. (29)

33. One of the greatest challengeé facing humanity today is the

. .
challenge¢ to meet the fundamental reeds of the mass of human

population . . . Research, even applied has acquired an.
‘ + . '

R N R s

3 N $ . % o
for the needs of the people. (30)

34.' From the . effectiveness ,péint Lof, view, ‘internétiqnal and
_national (public health) meetings have too often become

exercises in futility, organized and chaired by the same

conservative groups year after year. - (31)

35. [h turning away from roles to goals, we health professionals
éodld leave behind academicism and begin to look at real

people and their needs. (32)

‘elitist character, with little or no relevance to our concern ..
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Basic oneeds Jare very limportant as political programs,
Mecting basic needs will in most countzigs hardly require any
new knowledge or any new hard technoloyy. However, it will
require pulitical solutions which are likely to have a number
ot technological inputs. But the political solutions are not
dependent  on tirst making the technological ionput available.

(33)

Buasic Human Needs ftocus on five clusters (not limited to

material neaeds):

L. Basic personal consumer goods: food, clothing, housing
and turnishing,

2. Universal access to basic services: education (adult and
child), pure water, preventive and curative health, envi-

ronmental sanitation, communications, and leyal

PR B

Services,
3. The right to productive employment.
4. An infrustructure (physical, human, technical, institu-
tiovnal) to produce yoods and services.
5. Mass 'participation in decision making and review.
Nol cveryone  who o says  "Basic Needs" supports the above
strulegic  conceptualization, The Roman  cmperors provided
"bread and circuses" tor the musses; authoritarian regiwmes
prescitl moden  variants, e.q., "football studia and black
buans®, "Lasketball courts and rice®. Basic needs detined in
matcelal  terms, delivered by a bureaucracy and planned by dan
lhile can create client ygroups, demobilize mass groups and

Cleale  new  putterns of dependence, examples of this being

38.

39.

40.
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Brazil and South Korea . . . Devoid of a celar ideological
orientation, Basic Human Needs do not clarify but mystify,
théyAdo ﬁot mobilize but manipulate. Technocratic basic
needs models assume that the problems are largely management
gaps within the decision-making groups together with the lack

ot ability to grasp opportunities by the poor. (24)

Clearly there is no easy or short-term solution to the
syndrome of underdevelopment, of which health is an important
indicator. The perniciousness of the statistical approach is
that it has so many non-solutions built in masquerading as
answers. The most serious of these is the implication that
salvation lies in obtaining for the LDCs those features of
richer coun;tigs‘_- doctops, hospita{st and staff, field
§ervices, equipment and a rich pharmacopeia of d;ugs - which

ostensibly ensure health and long life. (34)

Disease is not the consequence of a lack of health services,
and the provision of primary health care alone will not bring

about bettér health. Ultimately, levels of health,

‘nutritional status, and living standards are determined by

national dévelépment stratégies and the international

economic order. (35)

(Public Health) plans, while ideologically committed to
greater equity, do not contain interventions conducive to

attaining such objectives. (36)
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41. At the global ,level, the international organizations divide

43,

42."

the world into

(cancer, heart disease) and those suffering form communicable

countries burdened by chronic diseases

diseases.--(parasitic and ‘infectious diseases like malarid”and
tuberculosis). This North/South dicotomy breaks down as soon
as one asks about the impact of social inequalities or health

or the health effects of economic and pofitical policy. (35)

IIt. Fkconumic Power, Political Power and Poverty

5

go round. while Ehedybrld's r?}iggéﬁs:épnggmn avqrice_as'a
‘deplorﬂhle¥ vipe,ulthe world's 3ecohomists exalt it as a
cardinal- virtue. Unlike >prigsts; economists know that
avarice is useful in understanding some of the major issues
in today's economy. Avarice'is the opposite of the weather.
Everyone talks about the weather, but no "one ‘doés anything

about it. No . one talks about avarice, but everyone does a

great deal about it, and that is why econpmists believe that

T . -

gregd makes the world go round. . (37)

Economic injustice- is not an accident. [t'sprinds from the
very nature of ’.capitalism. whéh’ %rofit gdverns the
'day—tolday decisions of business, the effect on the ordinary
person inll 'inevitably be considered secondary. Policy can
" not be governed by the profig motive and sy love thy neighbor
at the same time. Under liberal capitalism the most that can
."be hoped for are a few comptomisgs. ’ These »alleviate some

misery, - but those underfed and underprivilegyed millions are

iwT, . R o Salit L ) * L 3 RS YO .
To an edonomist, it is greed, not love that makes the world

. -+ still among us, suffering. . (38)

44. .

45.

47.

48,

Piage 18

.o B

.The .egalitarian_pronouncements of the political _ leadership. _
come handy as a smokescreen to promote the interests of the
“privileged classes who control the levers of political power.

(39)

An induced commitment to justice is shakiet than a genuine
one, be the former "bribed into" by voluntary agencies or
others, or "frightened into"™ by the threat of political

unrest. (40)

5 T I R T . NP

_In the long .run, philosophical (ideological) . considgrutions

may prove as potent as economic considerationS‘when the aim
- . ¢ . n .

is to achieve relevant and durable solutions. {12)

While we say that as a democracy we ha&e no ideology, in the

[N

¥ . . ." . .
communist sense, Marxists do not agree; Marx and Lenin
taught “that economics motivate and control policy in
capitalist$ nations. (41) On the other hand, arguments

against Marxism:speak of a lack of freedom in [totalitacrian
regimes". " The .wer to that 1is that for Marxists the
freedom‘ftom hunger and disease and other social- evils s
more important than freédom of expression which.they view as
a bourgeois value devoid of’singerity. (12)

There's a very effeéti&e kind of ideoibgical control in the
u.S., managed By politicians, media lords, Eapitalists, and
m?instream American intellectuals. fhis system . of thought

control reéstricts how we perceive ourselves, the alternatives
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we €an lmayline, our understanding of the rest of the world,
and wmost importantly, it prevents any major.§Q¢plogical
chuﬁgcs froﬁ taking place in the U.S. The United ‘States
political discourse and debate has often been less
diversitiled even than in certain fascist countries, Franco's
Spain,  for  example. We do not have significant Marxist or
Soctallst jouralism in the U.S5., and they may well enliven
Jdebate., Capitalism, albeit modified and socialized, is our

way OF vconomic life, and we're indoctrinated to it. (42)

The French huave intellectual  superstars because they care
pd551ondtuly about new ideas, while most Americans are still
Lrying to get comfortable with the work of our last genuine
intel fectual: Thomas Jefferson.. We have not, as an educated
puoplc,}buqun to assimilate the idgas of Marx, Nietzche, and
Frizud  that underlie most current Europeanvthouqht. And this

makes it vxtraovdinarily difficult for us, (2)

Without o wore sophisticated analytical framework cupable of
accounting  for macro-economic impacts, the public-policy
decisions based ‘on the result ot a mitro-economic
Lenefit-cost  analysis  can be undesirable. It public-policy
akers liive additonal objectives they would like to consider
i making tovestment decisions, such  as  equity and
distributional considerations, then it becomes necessary  to

tncorporate thew into the analysis. (43)

S51.

52,

53.

54.

55.
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Planners and other bureaucrats do what they are told by their

political masters. (44)

Given the current state of economic art, mathematical
cost-benefit analyses are about as neutral as voter literacy
tests in the Old South. They are often ideological documents
designed to prove preconceived notions. Or, as a Library of
Congress review has said of them “they tend to support the

vested interests of the sponsor of the estimate or to fit the

hypothesis of the individual making the estimate™. (45)

The poorest are the same everywhere. They are poor primarily
because their needs are not central to the political

priorities of governments. (46)

The poor cannot translate their needs into effective demand

in the only terms that thé market understands: cash. - (47)

The institutions which create growth are not neutral as to
its distribution. « .« The concept of market demand mocks
Poverty or plainly ignores it as the poor have very little
purchasing power. Market demand should be substituted by
national consumption and production targets on the basis of
minimum human needs. Development must be redefined as a
svlective attack on the worst forms of poverty. Development
must be measured as the level of needs-satisfaction of the
poorest 40%. Let us take care of our poverty and let GNP

take care of itself. (23)
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56. The Establishment is not those people who hold  and exercise
LR . - N . Tk

power as such. It is the people who create and sustain the

climate of assumptions and opinions within which power is

- exercised by those who do- hold it by election or_appdintmqnt.

(48)

57. In any society, the dominant groups are the ones with " the

most to hide about the way society works. (49)

.

58, Was there ever any domination which did not appear natural to

those who possessed it? ~ (50) The Establishment is a pretty

- . . I

clumsy‘monitér 6f.m6f§iiky. >TSIT_
59. Sympathy with the victims of historical brocesses and
skepticism about the victors' «claims, provide . essential

. ) RO !

I

safeguards against being taken in by the dominant mythology. .

A scholat who tries to be objective needs these feelings as
part of his workihg equipment. %(49) e Ce

. . . : Do f Fl . .. . %
60. Policy is of necessity a more general tool than research and

covers a much broader set of interactions. Therefore, the

danger exists that policy could be based on mythology. (52)

61. The politically disengaged ‘scientific communiﬁy frequently
answers that.ndt enough information is yet available to ﬁake
definitive assessments of the interaction of Aifferent
variables. The ﬁext response is, then, a call for.mo:e
research. . . This argument is advanced even though
absolute proof- is-an impossible goal. Political and economic

opponents of any ‘advocated changes ate of course, happy to

63.

64.
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.espouse tlie scientist's argument . .. . ‘that proof is not

yet adequaté, definite or’ sufficiently general to create

policy. (52) - .

P . - o . v FE
the mechanisms of economic/mititary/

Séigntisks‘.ignoré
political power 'and  how such power was achieved. 1t takes
more than a myth to conguer half the world. But continually
ignoring economic necessity subtly condemns (public health
professionals) both to seeking economists' approval and to

feeling traitorous for doing so. (53)

Morality is. one of the forms of social consciousness. it

changes with each . change of social order. . The ruling -class

imposes its morality and puts it into practice in accord with
. .
its historical class interests. . . . Politics, science,
R .
morality, art and teligion are forms of ideology..  There are

conly  two ideologies: bourgeois and socialist; ~humanity has

not elaborated a "third” ideology. (Lenin) (54)

The "bourgeoisie" is too often left undefined, but its
1 ce o =
characteristics,

upon commerce. Its morality has a rhetoric of retaliation

based upon book-keeping. Qualitative values are excluded in

“favor of the.quantitative. Its rationality ' is simplistic.

i1t negates all that is different from itself. It is
diabolical. It acts as if it were part of nature itself, and

1 s,

it is imperial . . . Everything in everyday life, from our
films to our cooking “is dependent upon.. the notions the

bourgeoisie make us have. The bourgeoisie succeeds in its

:are clear.- Iés‘ideology is based entirely
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conguest by infiltrating everyday life with myth. Modern
myths justify and enforce the power of the bourgeoi;ie by
presenting it us a natural force. But such myths are

insidious; they may appear innocent, but in fact, have a

stronghold upon our life. (59)

Consolatory nonscnse scems to me a fair definition of myth .
. Myth deasls in false universals, to dull the pain of

particular circumstances. (56)

Clusses are not defined in terms of categories of
Occupations, but in terms of social relations of control over
lovestments, decision making, other people's work and one's

own work., (12}

Attitudes Towards Poverty

No governuent cun do everything. fTo govern is to choose.
But  poverty will persist and grow if the choice too often
tavors the peripheral extravagance over the critical need .
. . Guel  the services to the poor and the poor to the
sUtviees . .' .. Evunvin those LDCs th;t have enjoyed  rapid
growth, the puurést inc&me gréups have not shared in it
vquitably; their incomes have risen only one third as tast

ad  the  natioual  average . . . No government wants to

Purpetuate poverty.  But not all  govermments are persuaded

they Can do somcthing about it. (37)

68.

69,

70.
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The crucial test of ethics is who defines who is functioning
as a true social chahgeAaggnt. Hithpqt clear definition,
without structured accountability the search for the true
innovator can be the excuse for inquisitorial behavior . .
. Many people believe that scientists® psychic energy is so
powerful it transforms all around it. The question is: how
can this gathered energy confront the Pentagon, Exxon or any
other political or economic institution? What is missing,

then, is urgent political strategy. (53)

Respect is denied to the weak more quickly than it is
withheld from the strong; the display of power alone will
permit one to practice a superior brand of ethics. Once this
principle is established on the individual level, it requires

little imagination to apply it to nations. (57)

‘The American acceptance. of the established ways has an
important consequence. It leads to a belief that those with
wealth and power - even if inherited - descrve their good
fortune. If the rules are fair - and they do not question
that they ére - those who make their Qay lmust deserve what
they have amassed. But a corolary of, the acceptance of good
fortunes is the acceptance of bad fortune. A man who is poor
deserves to be poor - he must not have tried hard enough;
perhaps if he had worked harder, he might have inherited
something . . . Abroad, we doubt that poor nations really
deserve our assistance. They must not bave tried hard
enough, or, had they looked harder, they might have found oil

-+ « This American attitude towards the permanently poor
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is confused with our attitude towards the temporacrily

R nffliqted;‘ those faced with sudden disaster. No nation is

1.

more generous .tﬁgﬁﬁghéiu;g.A

natural extension of this same American vision. Victims of
1sion oL : N £

_disaster cannot be held responsible for their plight. This

being. so, any poor nation should not only be grateful, but
permanently beholden to us for any aid, because it should be
recognized that the receiving nation really does not deserve
the money. (58)

The U.S. is, at its best in  foreign scientific and

L

technological ~progfams when it treats foreigners like
éol]eagdes and not like wards. The "ugly American® hés too

often been a patronizing U.S. expert.  (59) A new

rglationshig between - the . developed. countries and |, the

,underdeveloped . . countries | - is . needed. Not ~ one of

_self-sacrifice and chaxify,.but one of solidarity that leads
. . N =

to harmonize 'their own.changing needs with ‘the aspirations of
C e 4 o . L . .

_ the underdeveloped countries. (12) ) iy

Moralists Wil send money to a ‘distant Mother Theresa but
‘ignore the‘pbor,and scorned only a few blocks away. "We can
look with anger and contempt on the selfishness of the rich
in Calcdtta' who ‘let the poor starve, but how about our own
responsibilites: for conditions here in the ghetto of our own
cities? Are . we ourselves perhaps guilty? It is an
unpleasant question. Better .to think of the poor in
Calcutta:" The ' big difficulty arises from the traditional

attitudes of the American people. We are afraid of radical

Yet, this generosity is only a

L

73.
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" change. How to reduce our. fear - transform our cowardice,

really - is a mystery that no one has figqured out. (38)

One can conceive of no greater mistake than that of trying to

" maké charity do the work of justice.” (60)

If Americans don't get smarter about themselves and the
world, someday they are going to get hurt by what they don't

_know. (61)

75. (The public is separated from reality)' by the bacrriers of

76.

77.

Py

" class, race and ethnic prejudice, alonyg with political and

economic naivete. (62) -

Radical social change does not drop out of the sky. It is

" the result of the play of social forces. (63)

[ . .
A - : \ o

.o, TV Where Do Liberal Public Health Workers Stand? A

o

Nced for Another Commitment, . .

Unlgés pbiloséphically.(ideoloéically) inclined, people  are
Léontenp' to take liie,as_it comes -when things go réasoﬁﬁbly
well, preferring to evade the t:éublesome question of life's
purpose or meaning . ‘. . In times of trouble, however, the
problem . . . forces itself on our awareness. The greater
the hardship we experience, the more pressiny the question

becomes for us. (64) Mankind has no collective memory. (12)
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A large slice of contemporary society derives its well-being

from expertise and position in large complex organizations.

sclentist, engineers, technicians and intellectuals are
restioc stisfied and critical and urgently in need of
an ddesor ., o sut they are also doing quite nicely: thev

have & vested interest in the status-quo . . . And what is
the ideoloyy to be? Just a vague concensus for equal
opportunity, but not for an egalitarianism which ends up with
equal  shares of everything for everybody . . . it
emphasizes wmorality and fundamental values and is gooud at
exposlng unintended consequences of well-meant measures . .
. This 1s downright dangerous.. . . this position has
cvolved Into  an independent. force threatening to give
legitimacy Lo an oligarcihy condition where esscntial
conditions arce made by corporate elijtes, where great
Indgualtics are r.tionalized and where democracy becomes an

occasional, rituass . - " 165)

(Libevals) are Cums. - - (v Ztability as the prurequisite for

Justice, rather than the other way around . . . Their work

s ol high guality. They have connections in the
Estublislmenv.  They address fundamental guestions. They ate
Piterate.  They are a new cast of experts (techunocrats)y, and
"reform-professionals®™, yet “stability professionals®™ wmight
do equally well, or, perhaps "policy-professionals" would be

the wost ncutral and suitable description. (65)

g8l.
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(What we often see in liberals) is an excellent example of a
depress;ng_ genre: powerful diagnosis joined to feeble
therapy. (When making decisions) they ofteﬁ play ie;o-sum
games in which losses and gains cancel out. (Poker is such a
game . . .). However, once growth slows, it is much harder
to play positive sum games in which everybody or almost
everybody wins something. We are good at allocating gains
but horrible at sharing out losses . . . All the players
have acquired the capacity to stall indefinitely policies and
changes they oppose. Organized interests can stall actions
of general public merit . . ., producers almost invariably
defeat consumers because the stakes for ;hem are much

greater. ldeology and self-interest frequently clash. (66)

Much of what has been callaed liberalism in  the last half

‘century has been merely an accomodation to historical change

- to circumstances. (1t represents) a triumph of
circumstance over ideology. Liberals, if sometimes
reluctantly, make virtue of adjustment. Conservatives have a
moral commitmeﬁt to the past. that's why they are
consurvatives. . What has been called liberalism in the past
bas, in fact, been a kind of adaptive pragmatism and much of
what has been called conservatism combines hope with a

romantic resistance to the achieved fact of historical

change.  (67)
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No conservative thinker - .not even Milton Friedman or Irving

. . - we CE L o . _ ]
Kristol or Alexander Solzhenitsyn - has- been fit to provide

moral brain, a theology.

And;

capitalism with® without ™ a

c:eedﬂ the future can 1ook:aﬁfully bleak. As Daniel Bell bhas

83.

84,

1

written: "Scarcely one ihtelléctual E}gufe has defended the

. . - 3 1 . . .
sober, unheroic, prudential, let alone acquisitive,

entrepreneurial or money-making pursuits of the bouryeois

world". (68) ) S .-

In the wqug that liberalism finally made, the worl:t. -f the

welfare-state and the multinational corporation, Jiberalism

- ° = Lo o . ’
itself has become politically and intellectually bankrupt.

Having overthrown feudalism and slavery and thehfoutérbwn its
own personal and familial form, capitalism has evolved a new

political welfare-liberalism, thch absolves

individuals of moral

ideology,

responsibility and

victims

R . . ) . '
of* social circumstances . . . Moralists, are out

of fashion (and they tend to be }gfumpy). in either case,

fe[ocmers.with the best intentions condemn the lower class to
a second rate e&uéatioh zan&_ thus help 'to perpetuate ‘the
inequaiities they seek to abolish. In the name oOf
egalitarianism, they Ereserve the most insidious form of

elitism. . (69)

In the liberal tradition of the West, individual rights c-

more than social ones, and civil and political freedom:

more important than economic ohes. In marxist socialism, «

the other hand, the rights to work abd t6 minimal levels of

nutrition and education outweigh personal freedoms, which are

treats them as’

rage v

limited by‘economic"and social considerations. (70)

.85. The disparity between what liberals say in_ public_ and what

they do in private is the reason that it is so easy for young

pedéple to unmask the hypocrisy Of liberal parents’ (71}
- -~y ’

86. To liberals, support from a liberal international environment

is essential to alleviating poverty. They often are of the

opinion that bureaucratic interventions are expensive and

usually against the interest of the poor.

4 - " . .

It is no sutprise_ that liberals believe in the market

-and  in  competition, The market is to save the pook by

slaying the elitist, inefficient monsters

regulation and  incompetent,  scheming .landlords  and

businessmen who shelter behind them, Just how selective

markét rigging, to benefit’ the poor, is to be achieved is

seldom analyzed or elaborated on by libérals. Access to

urban seéfvices, irrigation, health’and education are usually
seen by liberals as not well handled by the market, although
the emphasis™ on the latter two is based Squatrely.on rising

productivity to validate higher incomes.
13
valid market

Seldom do liberals sce -trade unions as

forces or as institutions to be backed.

Economic advocacy is perceived by liberals, if not as a

branch of moral philosophy, at least as constrained by the

elements of distributive justice. Liberalism  has - no

operational political economy at its core. On the one hand
. ST . .

of bureaucratic
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it 1s abstractedly economistic and on the other its desire to
duemunstrate  mutual  interest has resulted in expunging any
real perception of the nature of polit;cal economic co;flict
perceived  in interest-group or class terms. Unfortunately,

Lhe conscequences of this are serious.

Even more striking is  the so frequent lack of
CompreBension by liberals of tramsition to socialism
strategics and practice (to the point of lack of mention).
Algueria  and  even  Yuyoslavia are not taken to be seriously
diflerent from Brazil, South Korea or Taiwan in  economic
strategic or conquest of poverty terms. Very true, liberals
caunot become advocates of bourygeois democratic revolutions

let alone of trunsition to socialism. (72)

When | think ol the }eft or leftists, I think of people who
w5pouse  equality as an absolute and who measure injustice by
distribution of wealth . . . The right and the left do not
OCCUpY two eXxtremes with a middle made up of liberals . . .
Liberallsm is  another dimension altogether . . . It
remains  empty  of  standuards, committed to everything and

theretore to nothing. (73)

The problem with labels is not that when they are applied too
SO0l ot tuo loosely, they are, while not necessarily
despieable,  usually not  to be trusted. By trying to
chvapsdlate  tov  much,  they oversimplify or wislead . . .
We olten try too hard to pin down the presence o0f a  few

political  concensus where, by our own admission, something u

PPN oo s s 08 = e o e r————ae o e«

89,

90.

Paye 31

lot less than a real concensué actually exists . . . i.e.,
we can tell in the dfeatest détail what these groups are
opposed to or simply worried about. But when it comes to the
guestion of what, in positive terms they stand for, answers

are often a puzzle. (65)

The time has come, perhaps, to ask the question modern
liberalism has always ducked: Why is the wealth of any
“egalitarian® nation distributed so unjustly? The question
itself sounds vaguely Marxists, which is one reason why
welfare-state liberals have always ducked . . . The long
march of liberal solutions to social injustice is evasive of
the more fundamental questions about wealth and its gross
maldistribution. The liberal mindset, honorable and
well-intended, cannot confront the naFuzal limits that always
will stand in its way. In the fiqal balance, the
welfare-state cares best for the prosperous, not the poor.

(74) In the U.S., because there is more or less enough to go

around, the system can get away with less equity. (75)

Phe fashion of the times dictates that, even in countries
that are not fully committed to general social development,
(health und health programs) have become glamorous, popular
subjects. Thus, one can see a political commitment to the
“ideas of (health)® without commitment to deal with the

concomitant problems. (76)

’
i
i
]
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In ‘trying to solve malnutrition,. for_example, K agriculturists

emphasize the need for agricultural extension and application

of technology; monetarists see production incentives as ' the

key- to remedying distortions ..., in relative, " prices;

culturalists emphasize general education as the way to
achieve motivation and overcome cultural barriers; and
strupturaiists focus upon the contradictions of a class
structured sodiety that explain economic inequalities’ dnd

malnutrition. (77)

9 . . B “ . L e e

- Do thealth) .planners,,:-program-officers, administrators_ and

,advisors in fact  _have anything relevant to offer? .. .. .
(flealth professionals) cannot wait forever: many (healﬂn

advocates want to do something now, the danger beingy that

¢ ¢ : ¥ B a
they will become politicians and will run the risk of being
LEY e e L PR - Fas rerie, O * 2Ee STl g
persecuted. (78)
P . e DA ¥ [

(Health) planning suffers greatly from the mystification of

‘the issues involvéd through the language used - perhaps,it is

. a.device used to disguiée,issues that:.are . often politically

hot, with a technical cover. (79)

Technocrats tend to dodge theVMOzal issues of undern&trition:
"we're afraid to confront the économisfsﬁ on nutritional
_issues, beqause they come down to-ﬁgral qpestions ”and_,these
are non-scientific and hard go»g;apple,with. So we slide

away from them". (75) ) Ca e

a Sk il ek, E

.experts oiit of business. (78)

96."
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"More income and'employment generation ;so that the poor can

purchase the food : they need": This approach appears mote

Seniible evén at the risk of putting a bumber of Jﬁbliéyv'

Predilection of :;(health érofessionals) for education
interventions is fhe result of their adherence lo a concept
of sociéty which derives from fu'-’ibnalsit. social theory.
For the functioinalists there arev“practical difficulties”

and “obstacles to desirable changes”, but fortunately there

are ~also "various services and/or facilities" to overcome

them, so in the end everything will be fine. (Public. health

. professional) face a double problem: To judge the.objective

97.

oppressive conétraintwmechaniSm, and the subjective social,
gultura} and psychological reactions to them. A major
activity o :e professionals should, then, be the analysis
and exposure of the impact of those constraint mechanisms on

health. (6).

at i

.The St;ategy”of "life-style .politics" . for correcting the

deficits in the+ diet of .our .popﬁlation, by individually
chanéing the food consumption patterns (diet) of individual
persons, avoids the!political questfon of why the individuals
consume that diet in the way they do;,.Thus, it’ ign;res- the
éﬁormous power, of -the economic needs of specific»cotpﬁrate

interests in determining that consumption. .(80):. . ¢
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There is a totul lack of social imagination among (public
health professionalsy. ‘They are in a period of rough and
agonizing reappraisal if they are to contribute to a world
that is changing with remarkable speed. It is incumbent upon
them to make gouvernments conscious of health and nutrition
emphasizing that medical empires do not solve health problems
und that the answer is not to be found in small projects or

with a few experts running around. (81)

cal Look at our Professions and Ourselves.

Woe keep diaynosing the obvious and giving prognosis of &
Urayedy,  We emphasize sectorial solutions, dealing with what
15 iportant and not with what is fundamental., Everything is

tmportant, but  what is fundaméntal? lmportant is the help

yiven to sowe needy.groups, but fundamental is the promotion

of 4 permanent  structure of jobs;  importunt is ! term,

but fundamental is NOw.

We Keep projecting tendencies, of all  what  we do  not
watit © tosbe conlinued. Tendency is not destiny. The destiny
is in 6ur hands . . 7 When  dealing "with the (health)

problem *iv  is  important to act on the causes and on the

vifoects, It is useless to take care of (the sick) while the

Cuuses ot ill health) are not solved . . . There are two
Ways Lo act: une, is to propose steps to avoid those causes
Lo huappen, and sccond, is to help solve the already existing

problems.  The gyreatest waste in this latter task is time

{(bringing  about a loss or a delay in the possibility of

P —— g1
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implementing real solutions). Time wasted on diagnoses for
checking easily ve:i(iable tepdencies; time wasted on excess
methodology . . . Decisions are delayed by a system
without any synchronization with the speed of happenings.

(82)

In matters of science that have implication for public
policy, the politician or policy-maker often has to form an
opinion based on what he hears from those who don't know
anything about the subject and are viewing it from the
outside and on what he hears from those who do know a great
deal abouth the subject and are viewing it from the inside.

(43)

All the elements needed to study malnutrition. in its wider
economic and polit{cal context are there (i.e. unequal
distribution between the various sectors of society, the role
of state and private interests and the conflicts between
them), but authors continue, in spite of this, to discuss
matters within the framework of cultural habits and
ignorance. Their implicit social model (ideology) does not
enable them to handle the complex of social and economic

phienomena they themselves mention. (6)

The classless approach of sociological studies, for the most
part, focus their analysis on the poor, not on the economic
system that produces poverty. Thus, not paradoxically, most
of the strategies for erradicating that poverty have been

directed at the poor themselves, but not at the economic
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i » system thdt produces that poverty. (80) ’ change if space for economic improvement within the existing .
K T A k ek r nY : e D - : Lo A ’ v o . ) . ’ v .

) . . . e ) - structure still* exists? - -Should progressive forces “stand -

re fsolved“ in an i;blated and totally a-political

s T {_{‘;élbbf- from‘fsuch“=spacefﬂand%leayeﬂthemﬁtpibe?filledfby”reéi-

éy, because . there i's still a lack of understanding of what

reformlsts thereby dlstractlng mass attention [romr the need

. determlnants are really-lmportdnt and how? they heed " to be 7::: ) : f SR ’ ; : s e G B 2
e - oG = B ' : Eo}'“ fundamental socxal ‘change- for a more ‘sustained
approached. (7 R . o o § : . . oo . .
: R B T B o e . ) improvement of their lives? Or  should "a® combination of.
104. Projects dreamed up in a social vacuum*must play themselves ' . ) econqmﬁca] and pqlitioal mobilization be persued? (86)

. out in .the real world of injustice and conflict. (83) The . o B - .
' 107.  Ralph Nader can Ssometimes mobilize formidable Tcoalitions
objective consequences may turn out to be dlfferent from the :
generating a potentially irresistible "politics of outrage”
SR ., subjective - intent. (41) We: need 501entlstsxwho aresstrong- :

. P ‘But publlc 1nd19nat110n is dl» 1ch1t(to suztnin U ; St
-and-elastic-enough to askvthe rlght gdestions. rather ~than~ o _ - ‘e PSS d

A T . 3 PR e £ Cap el M e s r i can. be dlSSlpdted by token, merely symbollc responses and
sell the wrong answers. (84) : .
o seldom trascends. conventional ideological or po]itical
‘ . . . . R = T H C R .
105, Interventlon strdtegles can be classxfled in three categories ' limits. (87)'

. B ’ . .
i Lo ' . R L, ‘s - . -
A : : s . . . . . “a o . . v "

according” to the prlncxples that govern thom. Lomprehenqxve w

R Y T 1~ e - . o : 108, There aré two’ kxnds of problems.' tredudible and -irreducible.
Stratgllgg that are. multldlscxpllnary in nature and call for . - B L . : . e .
T cupr @ b T : The"'dlf(erenre .between them 'is simple:  reducible®problems . .
multisectoral- cooperation; Improvement strdtegles that "put E L ) T ‘ . .
haveNc]early definable solutidhs while frfedncible ofhes’ do 5
.’\the‘noeded spare parts to the sytem by'«assuming. that only . L ‘
not. ° You. - know ' 'when. you've got ‘the’ answer to’a reduclblo

.‘]-somevthxngs_canwbe changed NOW, - and Transformatlon»strategles

. : : L . ‘sproblem =it fits 1iké'the'riqnt .plece ina pu/zle.. But
;that‘callwfor»radieal changeS»»of- the Jenvironmeﬁt"jor=‘the - Co ) - . e ': . Ce
i S ' T i ' : B = *wproblems **such fas inequafities; disparity or injustice are

;; social system. (853 . - . :‘- v ) . ) .

. P »irreducible, because their solutions are not fixable; this
106{“ what is the" approprlate role‘_of. ééiééé; _tn : peohle's : ) B _vkind  of problem géterates only vague,'comp]ex and temporary

giwdevelopment.vin sltuatlons where exploxtatlon and- oppre551on . ) s squtions F .. . The problem with development is " that too'
. : - N N
are acute but room strll exrsts for economrc ‘(technotoglcal)' . . ) often ve ' are trylng to find reducible solutions to
initjatiwes “to improve the.materiel status of the poor,‘at' , - " . irreducible-problems., Thus technologlcal advances:.are. the
ieast up ‘to va fpoint? Many oersons vwiii (deride such | . s answer to reducjhle problems, but many hoped they would solve

i '{ﬁitiatiﬁesﬂlgsj ieformlgé ; ”ﬂBht, g;nf£h;fmasée;"§e¥easily o : ~khe - irredoeible; problems.” ‘Mithdgement”'of'hthej kind’ of :
mobilized"for exclusive 'politfcaii aactiondkfor ﬁEtruetural " . ' ' problem and type of solution actually cbmpodnde the problem..

.o P : . LM g
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(88)

When the world is messy, you fall back vither on ideoloyy or
technique. Good young people respond to the seduction of
technique.  It's independent of experience and you don't have

Lo know wmuch. {(8Y)

Technology is not the origin of chunge, but merely the means

whiereby  society  changes  itself. By technology we mean not
Just tools uund machines, but also skills and motivation. The
wrong technoloytes are rapidly destroying any real community

Lite. (90)

There  wre two  kinds of revolution - technologyical and

political. It is technology which is flattening differences
dround the world - cultures which took centuries to build and
suslaln can be transformed by "development" in a few decadés.
while

Techmoloyy dilutes and dissolves ideology . . .

political tevolutions are almust always successful in

tesponse Lo a telt need - more liberty, a ditferent racial
division, or simply more bread - technoloyy invents newds and
CApOrts problems. Political revolulions always have motives
- 4 why - such as grievances, and the nced for redress.,
Thu?u ate, as Jetferson told us, neither light nov transient,
but  duvolve o long train of abuses and usurpations . ., .
Great techinological changes, on the other hand, do not have a
why. Technoloyy, unlike politics, is irreversible. We may
be able to develop e new  strain of wheat and so  cure

slarvation somewhere. But it may not be in our power to cure

o e e ——m——————-
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injustice anywhere, even in our own country, much less in

distant places. (91)

Better to change our order of thinking rather than trying to

conquer (health) by the wuse of technology. Technology is

basically improvisational. It treats the symptoms; it

provides no lasting cures. Moreover, technology is part of

the problem. New policies will require a patient and
possibly painful reeducation of professional planners and

public alike. (92)

The technocratic utopia is the most banal of all utopias.

(93)

(With the typical technocratic solutions we end up with) . .
. people who have more education and more health than they

have power and economic resources. (27)

Technical pragmatism by men of good will can build national,

regional and gylobal strategies with no ideologicla content,
being

appealing to all reasonable men and capable of

lnplemented. ‘technocrats shore up bits of dead polemics and

lost faith with fragments wrenched from "incomplete"

alternatives . . . A pastiche is not a synthesis. If this

is the best that the best applied thinkers of the
international development establishment can produce, then
indeed development thinking is a burnt out case wandering in
a desert, Faith in technocratic platonic guardians leading
gallant warcriors in a global hierarchy of bureaucracies and

universities to develop the world, remains unshaken. This
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leads an outsider to see a picture of general harmony of

interests. It also leads to incoherence and to capitalism

Thot with a human face but with  bléary “eyes

nd~ ‘2 “hagging

headache. We need to drop the fallacy of this universal

harmony of ~interests so that areas of real parallel

interests, negotiable‘ compromises . and package deals can be

identified and promoted. (94)

In Tanzania, for example, the pitfalls and challenges have

been given ideological expression and offers of aid and

certain private investments have been rejected b
. FR R R e L - i

i e o

consequences were held to be generally harmful., (95)

L ‘n Lt - N prs -

VI. The Future Challenge. - o .

L " < - E P
in" our present world ~is not  to maximize
At . - - . . Ay

interpreted * as maximizing economic
growth, GNP, or the quantity of goods)/'but to organize our

. P . e s “+ oo, .
society to minimize suffering. Human happiness 'is
undefinable; human. suffering is concrete (hunger, sickness,
. : I P T T I N e S P DT PR PR
unemployment, poverty, illit~racy, ignorance)’. -(96) *

t e . 1. . . : B . ? . ¢

Western civilization"will not be judged so much on its ’vast
accumulation of scientific knowledge, as on its FruSteéShiD

of that knowledge‘ and its® efficient application to the

betterment of living (97)

ecause. their
AN . .
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A program of conscientization directed at the scientific

community might perhaps be undertaken as an initiotive to

TTapply sciencé andtéchnoldgy to "another development". T (30)°

The iolé.i6£~.§ciéﬁce in raising mass consciousness is
critical. :It can generate a scientific attitude of inquiry
amond the masses so that they can move from fatalistic
prejudices to a realization of their power to change veality

in their favor . . . Scientists can bring to the masses

systematic knowledge of a wider social structure and its

working, a knowledge ,that is critical in the choice of

strategies for social change; bring to them knowledge of
initiatives to change society taken elsewhere, so that they

may learn»frdm éhe experieqces. {(86)

The power of new ideas needs to be mobilized through the
communications .revolution which. is wupon us. New forms of

learning, education, awareness creation and conscientization

need to be pushed. (10)

Absolute poverty mu;t be abolished wherever (it exists.
Refative 5p9verty (dissatisfaction with one's relative
position in the "income pyramid) is truly  important, but
moraily notvimporta;thas a priority. Nobody should increase
its affluence, until everybody has gotten its essentials.
The affluent 640 million people in the world, must pay for
the minimum income teforms.. Appropriate channels for

transferring the savings of the rich into income for the poot

must be found . . . This will require a new ethos, a
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discouragement of consumerism. Experiences show that this
cannot be done without a radical change in power relations.
The mowent a maximum is suggested, the existing power

structure feels threatened. It is seldom difficult to agree

about desirable minimums.  (98)

Contlict is commwon where .the:e are competing interests,
therefore avoiding it is no solution. Conflict 1is not
necessarily violence, Conflict is & necessary means to
altuin  true dialogue with people in authority. The poor do
tut achieve this until they have shown fhey are no lonyer
scervile and  atraid. They need to move from the culture of

silence to o position of dignified persons. (99)

Duvelopment wmeans liberation. Any action that gives the
people more control of their own affairs is an action for
development, c¢ven if it does not offer them better health or

wore bread. {100)

Butld trom the bottom up . . . if this doesn't take place
one  has  social  Darwinism: the ones who survive are the
richust, the most powértul, the whitest and the malest",

(L01)

e n e W - —————— e W—

Page 44 “

References

Note: A number of the quotes from this reference list have been
adapted to fit the text, but credit is always given to the source
where they originated.

1.

10.

11.

12,

13,

Schuftan, C., "Ethics, Ideology and Nutritioa", Food Policy,
vol. 7, No. 2, May 1982.

Scholes, R., Book Review of "The History of Sexuality: Vol.
I, an Introduction" by Michel Foucault, Wash. Post, Jan. 7,
1979, p. E-1.

Book World, Washington Post, July 13, 1975.

Adapted from Said, E., "Orientalism", as reviewed by Ed
white, wash. Post, Dec. 31, 1979, p. G-7.

Krauthammer, C., "Hyperpsychology*, Hésh. Post, Sept. 16,
1979, p. B-7.

Bantje, H., "“Constraint Mechanisms and Social Theory in
Nutrition Education®, mimeo, BRALUP, University of Dar Es
Salaam, Tanzania. (presented at the XI Intl. Congress of

the IUNS, Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 1978.)

Barth-Eide, W., and Steady, F., “Evaluation in an African
Context: With Special Emphasis on the Women Producer and
Reproducer. Some Theoretical Considerations®, mimeo,
(presented at the Symposium on Anthropology and Nutrition, XI
Intl. Congress of Nutrition, Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 1978.)

Midgley, M., "Beast and Man: The Roots of Human Nature",
Wilson, E.O., "On Human Nature", and Caplan, A.L., Ed. “The
Sociobiology Debate: Readings on Ethical and Scientific
Issues", as reviewed by William McPherson, Wash. Post, Oct.
8 and 15, 1978, p.. E-l1. N
Johnson, G.C. "Poverty, Hunger, Productivity and Equality",
Development Educ. Forum, No. 6, p. 11, December 1982
(Lutheran World Education}).

"Development: A Long Moment of Doubt", An  interview with
Ponna Wiygnaraja, Development Forum, Vol. X, No. 5, p. 10,

June 1982,

Rockwell, T., "Parapsychology and the Integrity of Science",
Wash. Post, Aug. 26, 1979, p. D-8.

Exact reference to these quotes lost to the author.

Cohen, M., "We Refuse to run from Black Schools", Wash.
Post., 1980, p. C-1. (exact date lost to the author).



% .

Page 45

14.. Adapted from Merhav, M., "Mocrality and

‘ldeology",  'The
Je:usalem post, May 19, 1978, p. 7. ’ T

Some Prxnc1ples for a

15.,JFr|edmann, J., Y¥Communalist Society:

possible Future", IFDA Dossier 11, Sgpt. ~197977p> T4
16. Chossudowsky, M., "The Neo-Liberal Model and the Mechanisms
of Fconomic Repression”, Coexistence; Vol. 12(1), May 1975.
17..‘Hei1hroner, R., Class at Loyola University, New Orleans, LA,
March 25, 1980.
18. Caroline Atkinson paraphrasing Joseph Schumpeter -1  James

in"Economists Find Ideological " Ranks Divided", The

Post, Jan. 2, 1983, p. F-1.

Tobin
Wash.
reviewing "The Intellectual Resistance in Europe"
Wilkinson, Intl.

19. Lewis, F.
by James D.

p. 12. : -
. . . P S PR .
20. Sartre, J.P., ~“"Sartre by ~HimselE", Outback™ Press/Urizen,
~ 1978, . . . . . 4
oo - - > o oy ] . .

. [ . o L P il
21. . Adapted from Ottman, R., “In Praise of impertinent
. Questions", Book World, Wash, Post, Jan. ‘ﬁ, {?78, p. 32.
22. . Adapted from-brhhefté}gb!, "Afzaia'and Alone in " the Dark",
Book World Washington Post, :March 2, 1980.

f ] e

23. vl Haq, M., "The Fau]t i's Outs",  New Internaticonalist, " No.

32, Oct., 1975, p. 19. Cod s

23a. Henderson, H., "%he.POIitics of the Solar Age", Doubleday,
N.Y., 1981. B ' ' o

24;.'Green

R.H., "Basic Human " Needs: . A Strategic
Conceptualization Toward Another Development" IFDA Dossier
2, Nov. 1978,

B T
25. Lehman-Haupt, C. reviewing "Tﬁe

Stephen Jay Gould, Intl. Herald Tribune, Oct.
1981. . . ;

Mismeasure of Man" by
‘31 - Nov. "1,

. H

[ - - . . "
26. Zammit-Cutajar, M., "Notes on a Political Preamble for
Another Development Strategy", IFDA Dossier 4, Feb. 1979,

27. Galtung, J., "What is a Strategy?", |IFDA Dossier 6, April
1979.
. e EE A | TE 4T T RS P .. . :
28, Hetzel, N., "A Sustainable Development Strategy", I1FDA,

Dossier 9, July 1979.

29. West, M., Wash.. Post, Jan. 14, 1979, p.*"E-2.’

Herald Tribpne, July 30, 1981,

————— e e s e

wa

30.

3l.

33.

34.

35.

36.

38.

39.,

40.

1.

42.

43,

44,

45.

46,

"32.

. Furfey, P.H., "tove and the Utrban

qshulmnn, M., as cxted by Chalmers Robetts, Wash.
28, (978, p. C-4.~

Payce 46

Mattis, A., "Science and Technology for _ Self-reliant

Development" IFDA Dossier 4, Feb., 1979.
Schuftan ; “Do International Conferénqes_ Solve world
Prob ems5“; PHP, ‘Vol. 77 'Nol 711, Tokyo, Japan, Nov. "197¢.

Adapted from Kirkpatrick, J., "De-Westernizing Medicine:
Concepts and Issues in the Literature", mimeo, (presented at
the Xth Intl. Congress of Anthropology and Ethnographical

Sciences’, Poona, India, Dec. 1978.)
Sigurdson, J., "Bettef Analytical Tools and Social
Intelligence”, The Lund Letter on Science, Technology and

Basic Human Needs, Letter No. 6, July 1978.

Senevirante, G., "Can Statistics Lie?", World

1982, p.p. 8-11.

Health, June

Tursher, M, -aond-Thebaud, A.,
Monthly Review, p.p.  39-50,

"International
December 1981.

Medical Aid",

"Wwhy are we Reluctant to Set Numerical
, Nutrition Planning, Vol. 3, No. 4, p. 102, Nov.
SN A

Mangahas, M.
Targets?"

1980.

Gipson, J., "Economists Fxalt Avarice as
v

! Virtuae",
Post.” (cxact date lost to author).

_Wash,

thettn“, as reviewed by

Colman McCarthy;'Hash.' post, July 30, 1978, p. ‘F—3,

Myrdal, G., as c1ted by D,. Banerji in “Health and Population
Control in the 6th Plan of India", IFDA Dossier 6, April
1979. ) ' ' '

Newland, K., "The Challenge of World Employment"
Inst. Paper No. 28, 1979.

Worldwatch

Post, May

Chomsky, N., "Language, and Responsnbxl)ty as

reviewed by
Webster Schort, Wash. Post, March 11, 1979, pP.

F-6. '
McDermott, w.,_“Perspectives in Biology and Medicine”

Chafkin, S., "Iron Laws in Nutrition Planning", as "cited by
(79). ST T o

Green, M., "The Faked Case Against Regﬁlation", whsh. ﬁbst,

Jan. 21, 1979, p. G-1.

DeSilva, L., "Unheard Voices", IFDA Dossietr 2, Nov. '1978.

Equity.




47.

48.

LU

O,

Paye 47

Harrvison, P., CEKES, May-June, 1981, p. 22.

Wasii.  Post; exuact reference to this quote lost to the
author.

Muore, B., "social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy",
Boston, 1966, p. 523.

Ltuart Mill, J., "rthe Subjection of women", London, 1965, p.

229.

‘sSherril, Ko, bBook Review of  "Thy Neighbor's wWife" by Gay

Talese, Bouok World, Wash., Post, April 27, 1980, p. 1.

Winikott, B., "Nutrition, Population and Health: Some
Implications tor Policy", Science, Vol. 200, May 26, 1978,
4. 8BYS,

Adaptoed trow Brown, R.M., Book Review of "Gyn/Ecology: the
Metacthics ol kadical  Feminism" by Mary Daly, Washington
Post, Fob. L, 1979, p. -3,

Rius, "Marx lor Beginners*, Pantheon Books, New York, 1976.

kKothstein, k., Book Review of "The Eiffel “Yower and other
T}/lh?;s;« ifes" by koland Barthes, Book World, Wash. Post, bec.

Hellboun, C., Book Review of "tne Bloody Chamber"™ by Angela
Catter, ook world, wWash., Post, Feb. 24, 1980, p. 1.

Morris,’ E., Book Review of "velvet on Iron: The Diplomacy of
. koosevel " by Fredecrick Marks, Book World, Wash. pPost,
April 13, 1980, p. 8.

Maynes, C., "Phe Hungry New World and the American  Ethic",
Wash, Post, bLec. 1, 1974, p. B-1. N .

benny, B.C., bBditorial, Science, vol. 203, No. 4384, March
9, LY79, p. Yol .

From . ospeech by Jewett' Tucker, ex-preSident of Dartmouth
College. ’ )

Creider, W., Wash. Post, Sept. 28, 1980, p. C-5.
Adapted  trom  Uhe  review by J. Yardley of "The Lost
Sisterhoud” by Ruth Rosen, Wash. Post, Book World, Dec. 12,

lyg2.

spite, P, "Livelihood and the Food
May-dunc, luysl, p. 29,

Squeeze”, CERES,

64.

65.

66.

67.

68,

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.
76.

77.

rage 48

Adapted from Bettelheim, B., “Surviving and Other Essays",
Knopf, New York, 1379,

Adébtédxa:ffom Geyelin, P., Book Review of . “The
Neo-Conservatives" by Peter Steinfels, Book World, Wash.
Post, April 27, 1980,

Adapted from Lekachman, R., Book Review of “The Zero-Sum
Society" by Lester Thurow, Book World, Wash. Post, April 27,
1980.

Galbraith, J.K., "Liberals Under the Circumstances", Intl.
Herald Tribune, Jan, 15, 1981, p. 4.

Glassman, J., reviewing "Wealth and Poverty" by George
Gilder, Intl. tierald Tribune, Feb. 27, 1981, p. 14.

Lasch, C., "“The Culture of Narcisism: American Life in an
Age of Diminishing Expectations", as reviewed by William
McPherson, Wash. Post, Feb. ¢, 1979, p. E-1.

Lernoux, P., "Supporting Tyranny in the name of Freedom",
wash. Post, Bookworld, Oct. 3, 1982,

McWilliams, W.C., “"Liberal Dialogue: ‘Do you want to talk
about it?" Wash. Post, Bookworld, pec. 21, 1980, p. 9.

Adapted from Green, R.H., "The lnterhafional Market Will Save
the Human Race (with a little help): The World Bank's 1979

Development Report", IFDA Dossier 14, Dec. 1979, p. 119.

Lowi, T.J., “"Where is Liberalism, now that we really need
it?" wash. Post, Oct. 31, 1982, p. C-8.

Greider, W., "A Radical Idea as O0ld as Lincoln", Wash.
Post., March 11, 1479, p. C-3.

Wray, J., as cited in (78).
Mcllor, J., as cited in (78).

Adapted from Tullis, F.L., "Social Structure and Food
Production: Power Politics and Disinceuntives in
Latinamerica", mimeo, (presented at the 1978 Capon Springs
Population and Food Policy Conference, Washington, DC., Feb.
27, 1978.)

Winikoff, B., "political Commitment and Nutrition Policy", in
"Nutrition and National Policy" Ed. Winikotf, B., MIT Press,
Cambridge, MA, 1978, -

Geissler, C., "Megya-Conference Admidst the Favelas", Food
policy, vol. 4. No. 2, May 1979, p. 146.



T
82.
3.
8a.
85.
86.

87.

88.

90.

9i.

92.
93.
94;
95.

96.

Page 49

Navarro, V., "The Industrialization of Fetiqhism or, the
Fetichism of Industrialization: a Critique of Ivan (1llich",
Soc. Sci. and Medicine, Vol. . 9, 1975, p. 360.

Mahler, H., as citéd by Richard Manoff, Am. = J. of Clin.,

Nutr., Vol. 28, Dec. 1975, p. 1346,

Lerner, J. "A new Strategy for Urban Development”, 1FDA
Dossier 7, May 1979.

Collins, J.  and Lappe, F.M., "The World Bank™, IFDA Doussier
5, March 1979.

Preston, R., Wash. Post, May 27, 1979, p. C-3.

Uchendu, V., "Food Habits: Cultural Aspects of Nutrition
Interventions®, mimeo, African Studies Center, Univ. of
{1linois, 1977. :

Rahman, A., "Science for Social Revolution", IFDA Dossier 4,
-Feb. 1979. A - -

Schuck, P.H. reviewing "Revolt Against -Requlation” by
Michael Pertschuk, Wash. Post, Bookworld, Dec. 12, 1982, p.
5. :

Adamson, A., "The Decade that Limped", New Internatioinalist,
No. 83, 1979,

Bell, D., as cited by Bernard Nossiter, Washington Post, May
20, 1979, p. B-5.

Wilson, S.S., "Debate", Lund Letter of Sc., Technol., and
Basic Human Needs, Letter No. 6, July 1978.. -

Boorstin, D.J., "The Republic of Technology: Reflections on
out Future Community", as reviewed by F[an{ Mankiewicz, Wash.
Post, Aug. 13, 1978, p. E-6.

Adapted - from Omo-Fadaka, J., "Water Planning and Management -
an Alternative View", IFDA Dossier 7, May 1979.

From a speech by Ethard Eppler, former minister of economic
cooperation, FRG. :

Green, R.H., "The [IBRD world. Development Report"™, IFDA
Dossier 2, Nov. 1978. :

Kaufman, M., "Reporting from - Africa", Harper's Magazine,
April, 1980.

Moore Jr., B., as cited by Karlsson in (98}).

Page L0

97.  Fendall, R., "Health Development in Southeru Africa", mimeo,
SADAP, USAID, Washington, DC., Dec. 15, 1Y78. :

98. Karlsson, G.A., ‘ "The Richest 640 Million", New

[nternationalist; No., 32. -Octi 1975, 'pi :30.

99. Bishops lnqtlLute for Social Actlon 1V, Manila, Development
Forum, UN, April 1980, p. 7.

_LOO; Tanzanian National Union (TANU), "“Mwongozo" (Guidelines),

Tanzania.

101. Perlman, J. at SID Meeting, July 1982. Horizons, USAID,
Sept./0ct., 1982, p. 36.

Acknowledgement: I would like to acknowledgye the help of Tonia
Miarek, MPH in the preparation of this paper..




