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CUL TURE

ANO THE DEVELOPMENr OF PERSONALITY

*********

Since there ia, to say the least of it, a strong agrument for saylng that

we only .exist as person~ hecause of our f;'ocial inter~£tions,-it may readily be_---'""'- ~ _J'_ ~ __ ~---~ ..-, ~"""=.:.. .•••.. -lIItT-«'-.

accepted that the sort of persons we become will be largely, determined by,the

I culture in which we are brought up. It is, as has b:een said befare, a mistake

to think of the "persons" as a prefabricated structure waitlng at.birth to be

erected, wel1 ()r 111, by the adults in charge of it'tPrior to an infant's earliest

contacts with other ;human beings 1t simply does notexist as a "person" at all.

( Theway in whichour-personalities are shaped by the cultures in which we

.participate ls, however, extremely complicated, and to deal with it we requlre

two .models. In the first pÍace we can think of the culture as a fixed system

of accepted behaviour to which the newcomer has to adjust himself, and to play

his part in which the child has to be trainedlt Though the culture oí course is

continually changing:l sometimes very slowly, and sometimes very fast, we

may picture it as a relatively static structure, confronting the new member

of the society, and we speak oí him or her as "adjusting" himself or herself

(to it. We have to analyse the concept oí culture, and thus make our model

more precise, we have to see the sorta oí characteristics which must be ac~

quired, and we have to find out how the training is accomplished.

The culture ltself,. however, is an ahstraction from actual social inter
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course. We must therefore make use of another model which presents the ac

· tors of the culture in dynamio relation with oue anothero This really involves a

further analysis of the culture itself.

The purpose of this may be seen if we take an example~ Supposing it is

culturally acceptable for parents to treat their children with great solicitude,

to give thero food whenever they cry for 1t, not to force them to discipline

themselves more than is appropriate to tbeir capacity to control themselves,

and, in general, to support thero in sucha way that the sense oí insecurity

i8 reduced to a minimumo It ls argued that the resultingpersonality will be

different from what 1twould be if they were given less attention. Thls argu ...

ment ls based partly on clinical studies of maladjusted persons il1;our own cul-

ture~ and partly on general psychologlcal considerations which are more or less

confirmed by observatlons in everyday life.

The c11nical observation of psycho-analy~ts has made 1t almost certain

that wha~~appens in infancy has a profound effect Ol). later life. What this adds

to common sense observation is the point tbat we must not think oí infants as

mere bundles registering but little; we must rather tbink oí them in terms

which we all agree to be appropriate to children and adults.. Children and a-

dults feel secure when they can count on their ne~ds being satisfied. They feel

a sense of worth, a sense that other people appreciate them and so fortho If,

on the other hand, they are systematlcally denied attention, thwarted In the

satisfying of their desires, and continually meet with :(ebuff, they resent ito

They' may 'show temper' 7 they may be cowed, they lllay become sly, they



.-.- liiiiiiiiiílillilllil •••••••• iiIiiiii -.._ •••••• -------------- ••••••• ----------"

in the same wares. Yet we can think of "ta'king .off one y s hat to a lady" as

being the culturally expected behaviour oí men in one culture, certain.action

as the "right" thlng for priests to do in certa~n contexts, and certain conduct

as appropriate to shop assistantso To cope with this contrast between actual

1 varieties of performance. and the underlying similarity of pattern. Llnton (1)

I proposes. the term ureal culture" a,nd "culture construct"o "The real cul-

ture of anysociety consists oí the actllal behaviour and so on oí ita memberso "_.__ ---..---.----h'~-...-.---- _- ~-- '""*.-----~ ..•..•.•..•.••.._. _- -+..~~QjooIIo-..,........--~.r"~~ .;z .•.•

This, in ,an~ c~.lturally defined situat[ofJl, will constitute a rangeof conduct with

in which what ia done ls acceptable~ outside whic,h it ls reprehensible or [neffi

cacious or both. Trie "uculture construct" is the "idealtype" of conduct
______ - ..............•........._-,',.......•.......-.J. __ ._..,.....-..~~~;_,. -__-....•.~~, ..;;__ .....•.w,. ~, .••~_p<l'Jo .•. ~_--._.- ~" _.

which thé scientist in.vents by a process oí a.bstra,ction. from the "real cul-

\.

~~~' .. It is a rather indefin.ite n.orm; il1l.definnte beéause no one has any clear

image .of it~ and a HnorrnH because there D.S an. Hought" attaehed to it.

A eulture-pattern~ then.~ [8 no strait...;.jacket imposin.g identity of beha-

viour on all members of the societyu E~~teJa¡..play's out his part in his own pa!.

(ticular style. .'This 'bringsusto the'problemof illlJl.divldualdifferences. "Every

nian ls in certain respects ~,l) like all otber men, ~b} like sorne other men,

~c) like no other mano ¡y .~ fl This ls obvilousenough. Every infant is "like no

other infantH~ and immedi.ately h.e ü.s horn h,e 18 iUlcontact with men and wo -

men who are like no other men 3,nd~,omef1l.0 Differences between persons are

catered for, but a difficulty' presents itselfo Consider the simple case of

,-, . " ~._"---_.._------~-
(1) Linton~ Ro Cul~ural BackgrO\;1nd oí PersoD.alityo Kegan Paul, 1947~ p 280
(2) Kluckhohn~ Co (ed) Persona.lity~ p 35g
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an infant and its mothero Since she is different from all other mothers, she

will manipulate her ehild in her own unique way - indeed, that is part of what

we .mean by saying that ahe ls different from all other mothers. If ahe beara

identieal twins she will behave uniquely to each so that they start off with d~

fe re n t treatment. Thus muchof the difference between people ls due to the

different treatment they.have had from their Ill:0ther, and now we may add their

father and, indeed, anyone else with whom they come in contacto Can we there

fore say that they all start alike, but receive different treatment? Not at all.

First, this wo1ild leave the difference between the adulta ultimately unaccount

ed for, and second, there is evidence that cert~in psychological character

istics are partially innately determined. The latter evidence is, of course,

strongest in the case of intellectual ability, but even then, as we have seen,

it is quite impossible to assign the proportion of any performance. due to in-

nate constitution, and that due to experience or training.

/'

1
~t is, however, abundantly clear that a man's abilities and his tetnper~

ment have been influenced by his social contacts, in the sense that if these

contacts had been different his abilities and his temperament would prob~

bly have been different tooo The r a n g e of variation, if one envisages all

possible social environments, would appear to be fixed by his initial constitu-

tiono What that range is we have at present no means of discovering. His

,1 "initial constitution" is therefore a residual category. It must be conceived
"-
of as an indefinite potentiality, wherein all infants differ, with the posible

exception of identical twins (and even here interuterine life may be a dif -

ferentiating factor) o It is a residual category because what we say in effect
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environment mU8t be there from the starto We do not begln with a knowledge

oí the initial constitutlon and then. watch the play of social envlronment on it;

we begin with the lnfant in. social relationshlp'7 and have recourse to the inltial

constitution when we cannot tellany other more plausible story.

Thus .the infa.nt with it8 unique but unJmown potentialities i8 bornand

i'mmedla.tely 'meets adults an.d childrem each with his or her unique indlvidu!.

ltty, 'wh.lchisdue ln.tur~ to the)[r unJque experisrnce, springing out of the mee..!

ing of the i r unlque constitution with. the ir unique social environme~t.

So much for the new--born childo Confronting hlm lB the "culture .pa.!..

tern" o To bring sorne formal order into this, Linton and other writers make

What we actually ha ve is peoplebehaving overtly and covertly (l. e. in

ways for Wllich we use body Ianguage and in ways for which we use mind lan-

(guage ~o What we are interested in ls suoh ranges .of actual behavio~r as

are culturally acceptableo This beh.aviour 18 centered .round certain posi-
... . .',

tions in the socletyo' There ls app"rópriaie behav iour for children, appropri -

ate behaviour for adult men, appropriate behavlour for adult women, and

so fortho These positions have been eal1ed n s t a t u s é s t1 and the appropr!-

ate conlduct to eachstatus 18 the YVr o 1e "o Statuses 9 howeyer, are not all oí

the same order ~ and Linton ~1) di.stlIllguishes between a s e r ib e d s t a t u s

e s and a e h ie ved s t 8. t u s e s o The former. "are assigned to indlvi-

\ duals without reference to the!.r !.nnate düfereIllce or abilities". Everyone" .

•

-_1...--- ~ ~ " ._-
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is an infant at sorne stage of his career, and if he survives he reaches the

statuses of "child", and , in due course, oí adulthood and old ageo Nearly

everyone ls male or female, husband or wife, father or mother and so fortho

To each of these statuses a .certain role is ascribed by every culture to the

persona. .oc.cupyin.g .....themo .

J'/ The "achleved statuses" are those. which are not reached by sorne n~

tural process; they are specialisms which "are left open to be filIed through

! competition and individual effort". There are certain statuses which in aH.,
societies are what Linton calls "ascribed" o The "achievedft statuses, on

the other hand, will clearly vary from society to society; in the first place

the jobs which have to be done by specialists wil1 vary from group to group,

and in the second place, if a 11 the males oí a certain family were brought

up to be priests7 the status would be "ascrlbed" to them, whereas if priests

were selected because they are deemed to have certain characteristics,

then this status would be "achieved" by themn

There are, then~ statuses ascribed on a biological basis:J and sta-

tuses achieved by efforto In a society with class differences these will fU!:

ther define the ascribed statuses, and may determine to a large extent the

accessibility to statuses which are achievedo Thus an "upper-class" child .

will have a status and its role to play which is different from that oí a

"lower-class" child in.many respectso He will also be more likely to achi~

ve the status oí Judge or Archbishop, should he .desire it1 than the boy

(1) The Study oí Mano Appletono Century, 19360 po 115
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froro a "lower-class" level in the blerarchy.

A few more polnts remain to be notad. Clearly any given individual

can occupy several statuse.s at once, anc;i in s.uccesslon. How far one says

that he 18 playing a multiple role, or a single oneat'any glven, moment, wlll

depend upon the purpose of one '8 lnqulry ~A ban.k manager in actlon la car-

rying out the roles of adult, of middle •..class male, and of bank manl\ger in

so far as he learnt them. Qne can lump all the role~ togetbe'r and call

them one, or one can separate them out, as one would lfone wanted to say

that he was perfor'ming the bank manager role adequ.ately atany moment

but that he displayed certain traits oí speechor manner which were not ac~

,~~cepted as characteristic 'of middle-class male adults,The succession oí

r'Oles ""'prese'nts nu'dtfftculty. .Wheu"he leaveshisoffice thebusinessm~n may

"'play 'ttl:e 'roles "oi 'a "'sport" at the club, a father in the home, and a ma

son inthe'lodge throughoutthe cOurse oí an evening. In doing ~o he will be

influenced by something we ,have not yet mentioned.

The roles ~n any societyare, as we have seen, abatract patterns of

conduct to which the a e t u a 1 conduct Qf people occupying the relevant statu-

ses approximates. .The members. oí a ~ociety, however, often formulate in

their minds and in conversation verballzed verslons oí "ideal roles", which

~are patterns oí conduct which. "ought" to gQ with certain statuses.
~

In the case oí statuses involving speclalized skills the roles which we, as

observers, abstract from the behaviour we witness may be extremely like

that behaviour; that i8 to say, the range of variation in doing whatever 1t
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18 m~y be smallo Furthermore ~ ií we were to.ask foraverbal ~c.countof

the "ldeal" .. performanc.e, 1t mlght not be very different. from.the role we

haveabstr~cted ,orfrom the .actual perfor~ance .we have wltnessed:d' In

roles-oí a mo,re gen~ral order~,such as those of, father or mother~ son.or dau
" ,; , ,', .' >.,;', •••••

ghter~ this does n.ota~w~ys boldó We watch fathers behavingas anchando

théyallbehave dlff~rently'; there is~ ~owe.ver~ ,a certalngeneral pattern of

conduct whlc;h seems expected oí fathers; this ls .the nrole~' we construct

fro~ observationo It. may .be7 howeverS) that the "ideal~t father of who~

they talk 18 .nowhe:re to beseeno Nevertheless9 the 9t lde~l" role 18 notby

-any means wl~hout- lts ,ln.fluence o Fathe,rs may be restrained froro cer c:=

t~a.in'courses of actlon by, thinlting of the tf~dealtt fath.er they ,ttought". to b.eo

(Then'ldeal"'roles""''1nay~gt\7ertse to feeUng of gutlt in those Vlha depa,rt

'.''Írom ..them ..too. faro B~twhat _.the so'ctal":psychologi 8t ;.has to l;>ear inmind. ls.

that he.-"must. ''C'he'c){'his'''concepts oí "~olesH by observ~ti.o~s ofactual b~ ....,

havlour~ and not rely 011: the .verballzed version. which maybe, far from the

l!actso

r .Fin~lly itmust beobserved that statuses are,~ reciprocal in the se~

se that ther,ole ofa~y.status calls forth in response the role of some other

~tatuso ' The role oí chtld elicits approprlate response~ which arethe roles

oí "'other chlldrenof the sªme age~r Holder child" j Uyounger ichild";' "fatherU,

:rn.other, "adult', $aAd sO OQo The role. of employee has its reci,procal inthe

roles ofemployer,?J fellow<=elJ1ployee~st~dent oí industrialpsychology, e~co

This knowledge oÍ' what todo and what ~o .expect i8 what m~kes .for ~m,ooth

social livingo It lSlJ ln factll a verslon oí the ttframe of referencett, which
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we have met before.

One of the features of our own time ls the lndetermlnacy and rapid chang

. ing of roles, Of children, of employees~ and of public servants, one cona -

tantly hearsthe indignant cry: HOne"'does not know what they will do next",fol

"lowedby: :"One 'can't 'sayanything'tothem"o To many people thls la a dls-

tresslng sltuation.

We come now to the third concept: b a sic p e r s o na 11tY.

Wehave so far given a formal analysis of culture, passing from actual

conduct with its recurrent patterns to the positions from whlch these patterns

radiate in ibe re,ciprocal inte.ractton' 'oí roleso 'Th'e "basic personality' 18 a

rather more abstraet'm'odel; it 'corresponde roughlywith what one is trylng to

indieate by such expre"sstons .as na typical Frenchman" or n a good Coma!!.

che". Every Frenchman is different from every other, so ls every Comanche

Indian, but there la sorne rat:her in.defintty type of personality which i8 taken

to be "normal" , "right" and "properlV among the Comanche which ls very

different "from any'n'otion 'we might'form 'of'the "typlcal" Frenchman. "B asi e

personal1ty structure," for Linton, (1.) represents the constellation oí

personality characterlstics which would appea~ to be congenial with the total

range oí instltutlons comprised withi'n a given culture. "

The concept was first usad by Kardiner and Linton, and in their hands

1t i8 a tool for the analysls oí cultures in the way whlch was lndlcated at the b~

ginning oí th1s chapter and whlch will be discussed later on. In addition to the

"basle personallty type", characterlstlc oí a culture, we may a180 borrow
(l)In Kardiner, A. The Individual and his Society. Columbia.Univ. Press, 1939 p vi.
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from Linton the notion of "status personality" whñ,ch18 a kind oí consolidatio11l

of the status/ role concepto The doctor occupies a status and has a role to

play, but we expect h!m to be something more than a mere performer oí the

motionso We expect him to have a certainattitude towards his work and

his patients and 'certain standards of professional conduct; such a complex

'makes ~up,the VVstatus"personality" of the status oí doctoro

,/ The infant is faced \vith a system oí st a t u s e s ~ sorne 01' which he must

learn to occuPY)l and'a n b a s B. e 'p e r s o n'a 1itY fU ,.type ~ interms of which his

educ'atton will uncon.sci'ously conspi re to mould himo Before him lie certain

j. s t at u s pe r s o n a 1i ti e s which he must learn ,to accept.o
~

S'o'far we have shrunk from a definition oí per8onalityo We can. accept

the one gi ven by Allport i.n his P e r s o n a li tY U') to th.e effect that: YlPerson~
. -------

lit y 18 the dynamic organization within the in.davidual of those psychoezophysical
~ ,-:r - _~-------------- -" ., ------ -- -- ---

systems that determinehi's 'un!que-ad,j'ustments to his ellvironmento Y1 The

merit oí th'i's definitton is,.that'lt combin.es inclusiveness with the feature of

organtzationo For "our"purpose it 18 conven[ent to distirngu[sh~however roug~
i

ly, between tho~e adiustrnentA that are rAlati~rel" snecific to certain situa=

tion8, and th,ose which are more general and "come outH on all sorts of occ~

sionso The appropriate adjustment to the demands of ,a skilled occupation~

for example~ or to those of an tVunskilled" one~ for a matter oí that; are

more specific than sucb, general adjustments as go by the description of Hag =',

gressive", "sly", fianxious"~ "suspiciousfV;) and so on.o The for

mer are amatter oí expliclt training~ the latter are the resultants oí more

(1) Hold 1937 o p 48
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not been able to acqulre the accepted set oí general personallty, trai.tso

The second point [s thiso Sorne sImple skills~ which may be all that are

requlred for the majorlty of persona to llve a normal llfe In a co~mun.lty,. "may

be gradually taught to children as they become capable of carrying them auto

Where thts 'ts the case'there 18 no need for tb,e status of "educator"~at an,yra=

te for 'such skillso M'orelmportant 18 the fact that the child can be given ~ pla

ce in thework "of Ita family 'or ltiuo Thtsm'ay well induce a sanse of raspen ...

slbllity which may be absent in children wh,ose actlvities have nothing what-

ever to do with the serious work oí the communlty o Not all primitive peo-

-pIes seem"t'oexpect thei'r chlldren to undertake serious work at an early age~

even when they can~ but the impositlon oí such responsibilities can stlll be

observed in remoter cornera of our own urbanized societyo Childrenof small

farmers are often brought up to participate in the work of the farmo They

are relled on to do suoh small but essential jobs as lle wlthin thelr com-

petenceo One result of this ls that they are treated seriously t¡ and casual

observation would seem to show that they do not suffer so much from those up

heavals which usad to be thought VVnatural'V to the perlod of adolescenceQ

When, on the other han.d~ tbe sorts oí things that adults do and the

sorts oí things they are expected to know are such that specialized trat~

ing is required~ the child is takerR from it8 house for various peri.ods~ it

entera a new and specially structured soclety for hourss almost everyday

or for months at a time ~ and thus social situ~tions present themselves which

cannot but make a difference to [ts personallt~y e The things the ch.ildren ,do
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in suoh a culture are different from the things the adulta do, and this co~

tributes to the gulf between them. The way this tension manifests itself

willt ofcourse, va.ry with circumstanceso The b'oy' may be taught more up-

to-date thlngs than father knows.' Father may be disgusted at his so~ts

lack ofprogress. Pride, disappoi.ntment, encouragement, envy and nostalgia

.,':maycolour'the relattou'between childrenand parenta in ways which are not like

'-1y' to be found 'when 'the .child ....p.asses slowly from a little inept grubbing to

bein~ entrusted with larger and larger tools, without havln~ to leave the

famlly hearth.

Thus the acquisit.ionof a skill as such may q.ot makea deep impres-

sion on a llersonallty,. but the circumstances in which it l~acqul'red may be of

. significance.

INFANT TRAINING

Turning nQW ;to the train.ing oí infants with re~pect to more general

traits we are faced with s~ch a var[ety oí cultures, basle personalities; ancl

status personallties, and suoh an array oí dlfferent family structures, kinshlp

structures!1 statuses, expecta.~ioI1ls and as~umptions, that lt would require a

great many volunes to bring together all the different .ways of liíe that h\.!..

man being haveproducedo AII we can do here is to conslder certain very ge-

ner~l principIes whtch seem.to eme~ge, indicating the sort of ways in which

dlfferent set-ups are like~y to be signlflcant, This ls. not only a matter of
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"academic" interest; it is of practical significanceo If we consider sorne of

the social "experiments" which humanlty has unintentionally tried out, we may

be . better equipped for a study oí our own "experiment tt as it stands at pres-

ent, and we may perhaps be tempted to expertment further, not by leaving the

unintentinnal drift to follow its course, but with an intention to produce certain

effectso

Now if you are moulding a piece of plasticine, the material is passive to

your toucho When yau are "moulding" a human infant this is by no means the

case. You have to exploit its dynamic potentialltieso Let us reduce them to

the simplest statement: 1) there are bodily states of tension which demand r~

lease. The process of release gives pleasure; the consistent experience of

release gives s'ecurity. 2) There 18 a need for what may be called "social r~

..cognltion". This may be derived from the association of the attentiveness oí
I

I other people with the release oí primary tensions. Whether this need is deri-
J
\ ved or not, it is of major importance as an educationallever. 3) Certain bodi-
l
\ ly experiences are painful, the persistence oí tension is unpleasing and the de

nial of goodwill is distressingo The infant may be calculated to make sorne re~

,ponse to such situations. Avoidance oraggression are possible responses, and

there are certain round-about techniques, such as. finding sorne substitute m~

thod of satisfying a need, or displacing a tendency froID a disallowed objective

to an allowed one, or developing a system of beliefs in which the unsatlsfied

tendencies are "projected" on to fictitious entities. The "entities" in this

third technique may be stereotypes derived from real life or purely imaginary

beings.
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It 18 not suggested that the responses to paln or non~satl&factlon

which have been mentioned are an. exhaustive listo They are merely examples

of posslble responses, all oí whichbave 'an impo,rtance in this ' context.

It wlll be sean that if w~ put the tension,-release system and the need

for social recognition together, they provide a basis for reward-value, while

thepains and non-satisfactions make some situations disrewarding. This word

which, has been colned for this purpose must be excused. The word tfunreward

ingf1 which ia the contradictory oí "rewardlng" does not carry with it the im

plic~ation"of''P;osttlve ""'palnfu1ness .. "'The word "punlshlng" carries with it m~

ral tmplication" The 'w'ord "dlsrewardtng" ...ts'tntende'd ..to convey the notlon oí

"off-putting" .

Fromthis a simple scheme emerges; situations, co.urses of action,

persons, and thlngs which are "réwardiDJ.gn will tend to be sought, while those

whi'ch .have been found to be dlsrewarding will tend to be avoided, a~d other cour

t' ses of action ma.y be takeno Witlil these simple concepts, whén the general"- .' ,

principIes of learnlng are added, a considerable amount of'human behaviour

(can be explained. Whet~er all human conduct can be reduc~d to~ such simple

terms ls verydoubtfulo The 'techn[que ofreduction.ls asfollows: take any

objective sought by any human being and see whether, as you trace its origin,

~ou r~quire nothing more than the concepts mentioned aboye. Can you, that

la to say, t~ace it back to ce.rtaln primary tension-release aystems together

with the need for social recognition,and account for ita specif~c character by

means of the principIes of learning, plus the mechanlsms which are brought in
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to action under circumstances of dis~reward? The alternative, of course, i8

that you must introduce sorne other dynamic principIe, such, for instance, as

what is sometimes calles "Moral Sense". For example, suppose ~ man d~

votes himself to, say, the relief of the suffering of lepers or the improvement

oí the lot of crimInal lunatics, is it e ver the case that his conduct cannot be,

accounted for, without residue, in terms perhaps of his happy horne-lifa, which

has madE>him friendly dlsposed to other people, or his unhappy home-life, which
i"'"

.has engendered such hatred that he has to behave with exaggerated solicitude in

order to hide from himself and other people the raging storm that lies within?

Or do you e ver have to introduce sOJ:P.eflash of moral awarel1ess to account

for it?

No decision upon the subject can be arrived at wlthout a great deal of

research. The point of mentioning it is that psychologists often ignor~ moral

when they get round to them, will prove equally ame.nable. This may, indeed,

not be the case o

We now have to consider sorne oí the situations which seem to be sig-

nificant in the shaping of the personality. Again, not all the significant situa.,..

tions can be mentioned, but it is hoped that a selection may indicate sorne of

the ways in which a culture exerts its first pressures. (1)

(1) For a list oí key situations cf. Kardiner et ale Psychological Frontiers oí
Society, p. 260
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To be~Ln wLth the new-born Lnfant has to be tended, and thLs Ls done

with. varying degrees of solicltude, from one culture to another •. ItThe Mund'.!...

gamor wo:rn.en," Margaret Mead (1) tells us "actively disllke chUd-bearing,

and they dislike children . lt • • •• Mothers nurse their children standlng up,

pushing them away as SQon as they are the. least bi.t satisfled". The Alorese

mothers, as d~scribed by Dr. Du Bois, le'ave thelr children after about four-

teen daysand go and work in the flelda. Their tensions are intermittently r~

lievedby anyone who happens to be at .hand and can no longer stand the noise of

the .chlld crying. In tbe former case, though treated with hostllity, the Mu!!.

dugamor'child can develQp an aggresslve snatchlng techn.lque to get what it

wants; in the latter it ls so Kardlner (2) suggests, so overwhelmed by lts te~

sions, and the ~intermittent and uncalculable nature oí suchrelease as it geta

that it cannot form "effective actlon systellls". The foundatlonsare lald by

the Mundugamors foran aggressive personality. The Alo:rese, however,

who h'ave no cQntinuous emotional c~ntact, grow up t1anxious, susplcious,

mlstrustful, lacking in confidence (and) with. no interest in the outer world".

If this interpretation be aorrect lt would appear that some coherent ~motional

treatment la a prerequlsite for the development of responsiveness, leavlng a-

side the nature -- aggressive or otherwise -- of the response~.

Affectlonate and solicitous treatment would appear to pave the way for

co •..operatlon and a sense of securLty and personal value. There ls,however,

a posslble danger. If dependency and passlvLty are overstressed the mal e may

(1) Mead,M. Male andoFemale. 'Gollancz, 1949, p 69.
(2) Phychological Functlons of Soclety. p 169.
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not be able to putup an effe'ctivestruggle. against his neighbours if they are

aggressive. This is what is said to happen among the peaceable . Arapesh. (1)

The women are 'prepared'for their role of motherhood by the way they were che

rished 'as .children Themen are not so well placed; the active sexual role does

not"'co'me 'e'asy to them~"and they "are "at"'adlsadvantage in their social and geo-

graphical environment.

Another factor, which some writers believe to be significant, ia the de

grée .of freedom oí movement allowed. We are used to infants lying iri their

Cot8 or prams, kicking their legs and wavlng their arms. Many American In-

dians, many ItaliansandYugoslavs, are dented thls freedom. 'They are, in

various ways, swaddledorhe evidence about the effect of swaddling is ambl-

guous. Much has to be taken lnto conslderation: (2) the degree of freedom a!.

lowed, the attltude of the swaddlers, and t~e amount of liberty from swaddling

Recently Geoffrey Gorer(3) has attempted to deduce certain .characterlstics

which are familiar to" the reader of Russianworks from the prevalence of swad

dling ..in that country. The hypothesis is that the swaddling impedes move ,-

ment, this gives' rise to aggressive responses which are inhibited, and the

nursing oí such aggressiveness in the breast' gives rise to a sense of gullt.

Furthermore the alternation of freedom and unfreedom, when the child ls un_

done". and done up again, plays it8 part - so 1t is suggested- in building a

(1) , Mead', Mo lbid, p 67
(2) cí. Greena.cre, Po "Infant Reaction to Restraint". AIDoJ. of Orthopsychlia

try, 14, 1949. Abrldged Version inPersonaUty. (Ed) Kluckhohn, C. ,p 390:-
(3) Gorer, G. The People of Great Russia. Cresset Presa, 19490
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somewhat explosive character ..

Clearly the .influence of swaddll:ng, as witb methods of feedlng, must be

taken in conjunctlon wlth other factors~ and more research le requlred into,

for example. the personal qualltles of Russlans who have not been swaddled,

before we are able to assess its influence.

(' Another element in child care, and this tim.e one about whlch we haye

considerable elinical evtdence, la the training it receives in the control of ita

(sphineters. Proficleney in tbis control ls expected at dlfferent ages in.dlf-
~-

ferent socletle8, and the attitude towards the process o~ urlnatlon and defa.!

oatlon also v~ry~ In our culture, or, rather, In many of our sub ...cultures, the

tople ls one which arouses strong feelings of dlsgust and it prompts a11 aorts

oí avoidance-reaotions. Su~' attltudes make cleanllness discipline a matter

of lmportance'in the relattonshlp.between parent and chlld. which transcends

. the soctal lmportance ofthe control ttself. So far as the latter le concerned.

sphlncter controlls one oí the chlld's first essays in social responslblllty.

The pleasures whlch lt gets from ita bodlly funotlons have to be restrlcted to

certaln tlmes and places, and the chlld i8 the only pareon who can do thls.

Here le an act for whloh he can be blamed. It le obvlous, th~refore, that lf

he 18 expected to achieve aelf .•control at a very early age, and lf his lapses

are followed by severe treatment, a dimlnution of self confldence 18 llkely to

resulte

AII thls la iinade the more slgniflcant when the whole subject le ap -

proached in a .heighten,ed emotional atmosphere. On the one hand the child
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may be beso.ught to produce; and lts performance ls often referred toas its

.','duty". On the other. hand its productions are regarded with agltation and

, di~gust., particularly when they appear in the wrong plaeeoNow if we accept
.' J' .:4;

the hypotbesis that the reactions oí the infant ~are to be thought oí.in adult
terms,. it la obvlous that the situ~~lon ls full of'possibll1tieso The res:ponse

may be one of obstínate .refusal to give what ls demanded; 1t may be that an

exaggerated regard for cleanliness, tidlness, accuracy ls generated as a

kind of countermeasure to the prlmary lnterest 'in ihe abomlnated thing; it may

be that the child, dimly apprehending the senslbllitles of adults,reallzes that

in untimely urination it has a weapon which it.can uSe against them. Now the
/ '. .
f . . (-1) .
. psycho-analysts', hold that these responses tend to become generalized and

form permanent components oí the personality. If this is SO\. then the way in
. ;.:. . . . .

which .a ~ulture handles theproblem of sphincter control is relevant to the type

, :' ( ,o~ personality which ls produced by lto

Befare proceeding to other, and rather more obvious, ways in which
• :11

"culture" shapes "personality", a possible source oí misunderstanding must

b~ removed. .Each .infant ls 1nfluenced in its subsequent development by the

.particular treatment he has received from hls particular'parents. Hls feeding

his freedom or lack of it, and his trainlng in control of his natural functions

are spectflc to him .and have worked upon .ohisown peculiar constitution. AIl
{
. that is ~eant by saying that "cultural influences" are at work is: (1) that the

treatment he has received ia very wide-spread among the member8 oí the 80-

ciety to which his own parenta belongt and (2) that such treatment ls deemed
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by suc,h persons to be wlthln the range of treatments whlch they regard as

Lacceptable •. Thls ls evldenced by verbal expresslons oí dLsapprovalat trea.i

ment whlch lles outside thea,ccepted range, and expresslon oí .approval, or

the me;re taklng-for ••granted, of treatment withln it, TherE:lls no thlng called

"'culture" whlch constitutes an addlttonal force,

CHILDHOOD
,1, ,.

Tbe next aQcial lnfluence to be notad i8 the range 'of sQclal relatlons

open to thechild' as it grQwsup and beeome~ lllobil~. This agaln, varles

enortnously, t:\nd we can only Qonsider the sort of effeot wh.ich,such varlety

may.have.

To begln .with, in our eultures the infan.t 18 usuall}' brought up by two

people, ita motherand father,. anQ these .are almost the only adulta from

whom the satisfactlonof it~ needs can come. Now th~ S~m.oaJl.chlldren e~

joya muen lessrestricted range of adultattention~ Itia true that there

are more people to order th~mabout, but if theyare uncomfortable with one

set oí adults theyean go to another. "Few children., n saya; Margaret Mead

'(1) "live cQntinuously 'in one'.h.oqsehold,butare always testi.ngout other p~

ssible residences. f1 So that: "~o S.amoan chlld,. exoep~the tau¡)Q .(a glrl

destin~d to be a ceremonial host~ss), or the thoroughly del~nquent, ever has

to dea,! witha feeling of belng tr~ppeQ. T,her~ ~re always relations too whom
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one can.flee.'t
I '.f"'~

. Among.the. Marque.sans, .as descrlbedby Llnton, (1) and analysed by

Kardlner. the.re.le a.ehortage of women. The result le that a houeehold le ll~

ble to conslet of a head and his wlfe and a group oí "s~condary. busbanQs" ~hom

she has brought with her. The chlldren .ar~ not welcomed by t,he women be -

cause they l~terfere with their sexual lives. It is the group of "fathers" who

keep an eye on them. They seem to know who their actual fathers are, but

thls matters very little; they are dependent lndlscrimanately on all their m~

ther's "husbands" .. Th,ls, agaln, as wlth the Samoan, glves rise to a diffuse

dependency. If one ttfa~ber" does not do what you want, you try. another. In-

terestingly enough; .the same course of action ls applled to the ancestor-gods.

If your offerlngs have not had the desired effect, it ls not because you are w!..
cked, but because the God ls lnefflclent; (2) you go elsewhere wlth your pre~

ents.

In both cases, Samoan and Marquesan, the disclplinary technique> of

demanding a sacrifice as, the price of love and protectlon is excluded. Thi~
...

device, the establishment of the principIe "if 1 do this, .Mother, (or Father)

wlll (or will not) love me", requLres a more lntense and concentrated emoti~

nal relationship than is found in either of these cultures, or in any culture in

which the father. ~nd ..mother have notgot the monopoly of protectionand care,

with which to for'ce complianceo

" Thus, the range and .nature of adult contacts is a ma.;.tter of importance

..

(1) Kardiner, Ao The indiv'idual and Hls Society. Columbia Un,.Press,> 1939, p
137 f:

(2) Ibid., P 211

,,-,o
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\ in personality development. So, too, is position in the famUy, though the Si&.

, nificance oí thia will vary, in turn, with the general accessibility of compa-

i nions outside the circle of siblings. Every chUd, in a household oí legitimate

children oí the same p~rents (t:Q.epossible situations whlch can arise if we in-

elude illegitimate children, and children of different spouses are here ignor~

ed for the aake oí brevity and not because they are unimportant), i8 elther the

only child, the eldest of a number, the youngest oí a number or an intermediate

if the number is more than two. And every child i8 separated by a certaln di!

tance in age from his older or younger siblings if he has any. AII these possl

ble positions must :rnake a differenceo U"There is probably no position in the

family circle which does not involve as a consequence oí its own peouliar na-

ture certain :problem¡¡;oí adjustment". (1) The positions of an only chUd, e..!e.

e8t, 'or youngest aredlfferent, and the kind of treatment and ranga of contacts

which apply in each of these positions are different~

The nature of the difference, however~ must del?end on the culture. In

the firstplace there la a well-known difference in the vaIue placedupon chil-

dren in terms oí tbeir sex. Jf girl children are soclally illesteemed, the trea.!

ment of a first-born girl child ls likely to be different from that glven to a

girl whofollows a series oí boys. Again, among the Marquesan, "the eldest

chlld oí either sex, orthe child who was adopted to take the positlon oí the eld

e8t, becomes tne official head of the household from the moment of birth or

arrival" (2) This situation places aH younger chUdren in a markedly subor-
(1) Goodeilough, F. L. and Leahy, A. M. "Ther Effect of Certaln Famlly Rela-

tionships upo~ the Development of Personality. "J. of Gener. Psych. 34 p. 45
(2) Individual and His Society. p 154.
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dinate position v i s - a - v i s the eldest sibling. Thus no supra.-cult.ural gen~

r,alizations about birth-order can be made. In America', a considerable vo -~ •..~
",,' ,

lumne of work has been done on the influence of birth-order upon social be-
, . .

ha~iour: Much oí it la convenlently aummarlzed by Murphy, MUrphy and Ne!:.

combo (1) The "Individual Paychologists", foltowers of Adler, have exploited
I . '. '

~he possibilitiesof inferiority which a famlly cir,cle cons~sting of more than

one child presents. (2) The results of l:nvestlgatlon are often inconclusive
\ '

and the resulta of one investigat10n frequently ~onfllct with the results oí others.

rhis does not mean that birth-order is a negligible factor, ,lt means that ita

,effects are ~ot uniform for every posttion. In the life ~f the 1n d ivid u a 1

they may be of v~tal importance.

, As. an ~xample of the way i~ whicll cultural factors m~y aperate in this

matter, we may consider an un published plece of research.br. ~•.~_ Lees on

the ..subsequent careers of fifty mlners who attended Nottlngh~~. Universlty

College fortwo days a week. When the data are analysed in.terma of birth-
. .' .. ,',' t. .:..,~,: " '. .

order, lt appears tbat an unexpectedly hlgh proportion ~f .th9,se who avalled

themselves of the opportunlty were ,eldestso Oí them, s?me;did c~nspicou~ly

well afterwards, others returned to the ,pite The r~ma~kable thing l,s tha~

.;.the siblings.of those who did well had al!110st a11got out of th~ typ~c~l occup!,

tlon of miner.s' families - rninlng for the boya and dome~tic duties for th~
, " ' . . , ~' ' '., .;, ':~)

girls - whlle tn the, case of those who returned to th~ pit th~s was not the case.

There LS no reason to suppose that family intelligenge accounts for thls, and

(1) op. cit., P 348 ,.
(2) cfo Wexberg. E. Individual Psychology.' Allen and Unwin, 1930, p•.l85 .... ,¡
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Lees offers a soclal-psyobologiCal explanatlon,_ Mlning, at the time when

the men were offered tbeir two day a week c~urse, was an lll-thought-of o£..

cupati()n. The eldests, finding thelr positlon of lmportance jeopardized by

the arrlval of slblLngs, compensated by gQing "to college"; that la why there

were so many of the;m.Those whose slblin~s had remained in the lll-thought-of

occupation d'id not naveto do anything more than this; their superiority was

unchallenged; they had been "to college" and they could go back to the mine.

Tlle others had to do'somethtn:gbetter. G"oin'g"'to college" was not enough;

they had to, put forward an even greater effort to ensure their need for lnde -

pendent superiority.

The "intermediates", on the other hand were in a different case. They

had 'enjt>yed,the tmportance oí the youngest and the relative unimportance of

an intermediate l'0sition. Their very unimportance in the famlly made them

look outside for backiI;\g, and a high proportion oí them did achieve sorne im-

provement in their status through distinguishing themselves in group activi -

tiessuch as Local Go¥ernment and Trade Unionismo (1)

Thenumbers ~nthis inquiry are small, but it illustrates the factors

which have-tobetaken into account in future research. The c-onduct of the

eldest in this context is determined by: (1) the status and role ,of "eldest"

in a mining famlly, and (2) the fact that mining and domestic occupations were,

(1) 1 am ind~bted'to Mr. J. P. Lees" Lecturer in Social Philosophy at Notting
.ham University for permission to ,quote from hi-s research. -
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at a certain time, considered of low vaIue. Jf either of these were otherwlse,

the situatlon would be radicalIy changed. The same ls true oí the intermedi, ~

ates. From a formal polnt oí vlew a11"lntermedlates" have, by defLnltlon,

been youngests and then displaced. 'rheir status must, of course, be cultural
\

ly determined and may vary from one culture to another. The interesting

question remains: in our culture do they all tend to find solace In hanglng on

to a persan or a group of persons outside the family circle? The intermedi -

ate positlnn has been neglected by lnvestlgators, and only further research

wIll throw lig~t on this not unimportant problem.

As time goes on the lnfant grows lnto a mobile chlld and comes lnto

active relationship with other children. The opportunlties of such contact

will vary from one community to another, and, in large-scale societies, from

one class to another. Sometimes they live a comparatively care-free life,

sometimes, as in Samoa, sorne oí the:p1- the little girls - have duties put

upon them of looking after children younger then themselves. As usual the

range of possibilltles ls enormous, and it la dlfficult to see ln detall how dif-

ferent systems of lnter-child relationship make their specific contributions

to the personalLties in process of creation. Certain formal changes, however,

would seem to be brought about in this context.

The lnfant in.a restricted home circle, or surrounded by a number of

potentially helpful adults, is dependent. He makes his claims, he succeeds

or suffers rebuffs, he develops techniques of holding out his ..arms, or howl-

ing, or snatching to get what he w~nts, but the relationship between him and j
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others ia u~equal~ Among siblinga too the relationship is unequal, and depends

upon the position oí each. It i8 when he meets children oí his own age, who can

~ke no demanda on him. ando on whom he makes no demanda, tbat he experie~

ces the full blast of equality, wlth ita lndependence and its responsibllities.

Plaget, (1) indeed, traces a sense of moral responsibllity to the develo,p

ment oí children's relations with one another. His main data came from tbe

study oí a group oí Swiss child'ren playlng a gama. rhe attltude towards the

rules seems to ehan:ge as the child grow.s out of its readiness to accept them

as 'sacrosanct. and reaches a stage at which the rules areregarded as neces.

sary convenlences for the playing of the game, but" alterable and "breakable"

íf: it would on occasionbe "fair" to do so. This notionof "fairt1 presupposes

an .appreciation oí another person 's position. It may, of course, be learnt

in the family circle,. b\lt it ia fairly obvious that it 18 sharpened in a group of

childreneach fending far him or herself, and yet learing that regard must

be paid to the interests oí others tf onels own interests are to be regarded.

In fact the child becomes aware oí Uother people"t .and in so doing lt ls

hardly too much to say that he particlpates in the chJld sub-culture oí his

soclety, with ita standards,. ita approval, itsdls~pproval, ita prestiges and

its haroes.

(
has to renounce much that he would like to do in arder to get the goodwill oí

(1) Plaget, J. Moral Judgment of tlie Child •. Kegan Paul, 1932.

___________________ -_~ ----------------- o ~ •• __ - __ • • __ ~ ~_. • ~_.-
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its parents, restrictive mechanisms are incorporated. It is sometimes sug-

gested that these restrictive mechanisms, implanted at an early age, are al

most the only ones of any importance. This is clearly not so. Whether these

mechanisms are formulated in the dramatic language of a forbidding "supe!.

ego", or whether they are thought of as an acquired and habitualized set of in

hibitions, they are continually undergoing modification and addition. The ear

1iest are surprlsingly "'persistent 'and cover a very much wider range of ac-

tivities than 'was "'r'ationally" intended, sometimes making a 11 pleasure

I~r a ny t hin g thatcómes to be associated with sex a matter of anxiety.

But the safeguards oí goodwill whlch one learns and makes part of oneself in

one's effort to stand well with one's co-equals in age, and, even more with

those a little oIder, add their quota to the inhi~itive system.

It is for this reason that more attention should be pai~ to differ~~ces

in the sub-cultures of chlldren ln different social classes in our own commu

nity. Qne would suppose that children who meet in the street to play would be

likely to develop a different system of social manipulation~ and restraints

from that which would be developed in a world of arranged parties supervised

byadults. This only concerns what we mlght call the informal and spontaneous

(SOCial relations between children. When one considers the formal edúcational

system with the opportunities which lt affords for inter-child relationships

there can be no doubt about the part tl)ey play in personality making. Indeed

many aspects oí our' educational system are deliberately designed to make a

~ark on the personality of the children subjected to it. There is segregation



early.'1 This contrasts with our metb.ods~with the possible exception of remote

rural areas, as has been suggested abovelJ With us the child normally par~

cipates but little in the life oí adults and therefore has responsibility thrust

(upon htm "unpreparedCl We train children to respectul dependence on elders,

which "'me'ans the"playingof 'a'o'role thathas to be unlearnlt w~en they grow up.

It 18 not surprising that sorne people flnd the change-overmore than they

\ can manage .•.••.....

/ The same Lstrue oí our culture~patterning of sex. In infancy, in child

hood,. and in, adolescence it is Hdirty"? inyoung<taQman.,-hood and young-woma!!.,

hood it 1'8 regrettable~ ü.nmarriage it suddenly becomes a YVjoy". lt is not

surprising,thatwhen. the time for enjoymenLt comes, many oí the partners are

((ill",'condtttoned 'for it:. they Jindit diffi:cult ttQJ unlcarn aH they have been taught.

DISCXPLI~TABY ME 'TBrOD,S

( In aH this procese; oí soci.al-interchange by means oí which a childYs

personality ia slowly created R.f\J.& forro ~Ioore ar less con.genial to the statuses

he wilI fiIl and tb.e institutionaJ pattern.s in.which rile will participate~ some oí

his spontaneous impulses ~,ill DJ.3:ve proved dasre\\~ardn.ngo 'When this happens

he either has to give them up or Hinhibittv the m, or he has to find round-about

ways of satisfying them~ or he has to run the risk of tb,e disreward if he al -

lows them free rein.(t In point of fact somehovJ or other almost all members

of societies manage to establish. witbl1O. them a m.ethod oí control which seems
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oí tIle sexes, or deliberate non--segregation; tbere are "purity", "honour",

and sportsmanshlp"; there are the "perfect system", the "house system",

and the morning assembly", with or without an "act oí worship". AIl these

, are devised as technlques of mouldlng personality ti The difficulty 18 that we

\ know very Httle about how they work; we know very 1ittle about the boy-culture

\ or girl-culture that is precipitated by 'these "systems" and "ideals". Casual

conversation 'would lead one to suppose that the little pitchers are not always

shaped quite as the"potter intends, and we have next }to no knowledge about

the working 'oí differentsys'te"ms ln'other' cultures, with the possible excep-
I

tion oí the "dating'" system in Americao

1
In this matter, then, oí the effect of inter-child relatlonships on the

'. á.ifferential shaping of-.p~rsonality-'Wehave to confess deep 19norance.

There ia, however, a point of interest raised by Ruth Benedict. (1)

She 'points our tbat in sorne prlmitive societies a child ia regarded as having

the .same kind 'of responsibility aSe the adult only not being able to do so muchC!

They are expected to do things likeshut Idoora if asked without anyone go

int to thelr aid, though they will not do it as quickly as someone older.

Agaln, in some societies children are expected to joke a~d tease certaln

adulta on an equallty and with the freedom expected of grown up people, while

submission ia positively disapprovedof by manyAmerican Indiana. ,The

point of this ia ,that at' avery early age they are practising what they will be

doing when they are grown up and a sense oí responsibility ia inculeated very

(l)''Continuitiea and t Discontinuitiea in Cultural Conditioning,," Psychiatry,
Vol. 1, 1938, po 161 also iD. Klu.ckhob~n, Co (ed) Personality o P 414.

--=-----~---- ---- ~'-----~-_.---_ ..~_ ..-._----------- -~---- ----_._-------------
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, to work automatically.

" Look:ed at froID the pOint of view of the society, it may be said to

"discipline" its children through th~ parenta and other relatives who have

disctpllnary 're'sponstbtltty. The "questton 18: -'how 18 this done? We are

familiar with a theory that we "introject" our version of our parents and

that this, in the shape of the "super-ego" keeps wateh over the impulses:'

(which surge up from our instictual nature. Elther (1) the super-ego holds

such an impulse at hay in which case we are completely unaware in e ver y

re spe ct of its existence, or (2) a disapproved impulse comes through ,

is executed, and we feel specific guilt for what we have done, or (3) the co!!.

flict la suoh that, although we remaln unaware of the nature of the impulse,
-1

.we feel anxloua and gui~ty either in a diffused and unattaehed forro or attaehed

to somethtng other than the peccant impulse. This is a very simplified forro

of the hypotp.esis, and no account la taken of various manoeuvres ~o avold a~

'xiefy o'r otherwise get out of the ,dLffieulty . Nor ls account taken of the ran
• • I • -....

ge 'of -itemswhich come under the b'an 'of-the super-ego - a range whic~ e!!.

nical research has shown to be unexpectedly large. What interests. us' here

ls "guilt", and the term ~hich go with lt.: "r igh t" and "w ron g" • The

importance pf this lies in the fact that sorne cultural anthropologists and others

tell us that our method of d~scipline Ls only one 0'£ many, -and a deficient one

l at tli.at.
" Thus Kardiner (1) writes oí the Kwakiutl: "Although sense oí shame iS'

(1) Indi-v\rlua~;and His Society, P 119.
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inordinately sensitive, sense of guilt seems to be lackingl' " and tb.en observes

that the Marquesan "had a horror cf beln,g laughed at~ and aversionwhi.ch

was a powerful factor in maintai,ntng tb.e m o r e s oí the society, for the non

conformist was cert~in to be subjected to ridicule tt o (1)

Erik8on, (2) w~hocompares two A'merll.can Indian tribes with contem-

porary America', says: "Children are largel)" educated by older children7

and are kept in check by fear of tangible rtdicule rather than by the vague

discomfort of guilt, feelingso The a,re encouraged to be virtuous by the pro-

mise of concrete and;univ'ersal prestige pointso On the pla.ins~ at least, no

threat oí violence or 3..baJmdorll.ment estranges parent and child1 no talk oí

s infulnes s , bodY7 and selfo u(-a) Similarly 7 the He'nrys report that "Among

the Pilagá (Indians) there is '(llO stroID!.g semlse Olf guilf and no institutlonalized

, .support fo'r 'guilty feelingsQ rhis does tlot mean that th.ey do not experience

guilt feelings, but rather that tb.ose feelin.ga are different in sorne respects

from what i8 experienced iin our culture oC! Q ól S e 1f - p u n [ s h m e n tan d

s e 1f - a c e u s a t ion d o In. o t «) e e u r i,11 a ny o f t he P i1a g á m~a ter i -

al. u (4)

It ls, however, Margaret Mead who Inas explored this question most

carefully. In two chapters ~5) of, Kluckb.ohn. Vs .P e r s o n a 1i ty, from whicll

sorne of the aboye material has beeD..takeIJ.l.j she contrasts other methods oí

,
(1) Individual and His Society? p 177
(2) Erikson, Eo Ho in Kluckh.ohn7 c. (ed) Personality 7 Chapter 140
(3) ibid. P 195. (4) Ibidop 238 (autnorUs italics) " (5) Chapt.36 & 37.

--------~----------------------------_._-----_._------'
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disclplinlng wlth our OWll. The Samoan baby ls slmply removed from the scene

by ita chlld-nurse, and therefore learns: "If 1 aro to be letalone and allowed

to stay where 1 llke, I must keep quiet, 8it st1ll, and conform. to the rules, "

whlch ls just what the ceremony-loving Sam.oan does. "Obviou.sly," saya Dr.

Mead, "in such a setting there ls no room for gullt." The Balinese baby is

continually put through the right motions, q"uietly pulled from places in which

1t should not b'a, and occaslonally" 'lf very'naughty, terrified by 11'8 guardian

with simulated fear on her parto "Frorn all this the chlld learns that a plea-

sant'mood'and 'cultural conformlty to flxed patterns occur together, and meets

any posslbllity of deviation from that pattern with vague, uncertain di8trust. n

Finally the vigorous Iatmuls who expect their children to be as wilful as they

are, learn: "If 1 do not assert myself, 1 will get nothing; and if 1 anger other

'''people 1wlllget alapped; and tf I'temporartly escape' froro belng slapped, hUE:
"

ger'-and''''mosqultoes 'will drive "me baek' again within range or retribution. "

/
\

How different, Dro Mead's point la, from u,s. "Our own super-ego /
}

syatem of character-formation appears as a special and rather complicated

development, " and, aga.in, "Comparative studies . .. demonstrate that thia

type of character - in which the individual ia reared to ask first, not "Do 1

want lt? " "Aro 1afraid? ft or "ls it the custom?" but "ls this rlght 0';:
','

wrong?" - lB a very speclal development, characteristicofQur own culture

~d-'~f~yery Í'ew other socleties •. It ls dependent upon the parents personally

administerlng the culture in moral terms, standing to the children as a res-

ponslble representative of right choiees, and punishingor rewarding the child
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in the name of the r 19h t .. Vi

The speclat utilitjr of the inc'orporation oí the parental image ls re

cognized by Mead and by Kardinero (1) Both agree that it functions when no.-

body i8 about .

.-Tha importance oí this whole matter can .hardly be overestimatedo We

can see 1t from two poin.ts of viewo Mead suggests that the establishment oí

what we can call the 1tsuper-egotY
9 modelled u.pon the infantile notion oí the¡ ". ~

parents, will work well enough in a very slowly changing society, because
. .

there is very little conflict between the parental ideals incorporated by' the tI!..

, fants and the sort of life whicb, they and their generation willliveo If? however

the standardsand skills oí the younger generation differ markedly from those

oí the older one (and oí course this is more ln,kely to be the case with imm!-

grants in America., as we have so frequently been told~ then a conflict may

arise between what they have absorbed from their parents~ and what their own

age-group .approves ofo '!he dfLscJlplfl,na,ry saD.ctRon oí gui,lt. conflicts in its inc}=-

dence with the age-group sanction of social shamen We may, in .our society,

assume tha,t y~ung peopie llave acq~ulred the HguiltVt mechanism, while in fact

this has been partially suppla..n:ted. If th.is ~lere the ~ase, 1t would have an
-p'

t obvious bearing on the treatment of deÜuquentsa

The other point of view' ls that of Erich Fromm. In his Man for

\ H i m s e.1f (2) Fromm takes the Une that the HguUt" controlt springing as it

(1) Psychological Fron.tiers of Society;= p 153
(2) Kegan Paul, 1949
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does from. an authoritarian régime, la bad and stands in the way of the crea-

tion of a many-slded and satisfled persO.nallty.

T~ls brlngs us to the verge oí ethlc.al theory and thls 18 not the place

tomake an excursion therein.. One thing, however, must be said, and that

is that whatever theory eventually emerges we must allow for what may be

called "second order" moral judgments. We may, for instance,have a first

order moral judgment to the effect that prematlral sexual intercourse fs"wrong"

Contemplating thls, 1l.owever, we may judge 1t "a good thing" or "a bad thlng"

tbat "pe'ople should 'makethat judgm.ent. The problem for th~ student oí ethlcs

and, for 'a....matter.of tha.t', ...the student oí social paychology La: how do we come

to.m.ake su'ch "second-order" Judg"ments, and any final theory must ac count

for the indubitable. fact tbat we do?

Rere we ahall confine ourselves to "firat~order" judgment.

Before attempting to disentangle the problem oí alternative s~ctions,

there ls one point which does not recelve enought attention. We tend to con~

centrate on "temptation", the impulse or desire .to do something against which

we have acquired a rejecting attitude, but it la surely true that many o{ the a£

tions which a society deprecates may be as it were excluded fromthe purview

ofmany of its members by the course of approved action which they have in-

corporated. Cowardice might be strongly disapproved of by the Indian "brave"

This does not necessarl1y mean (though occa~ionally it may) that he is c.ons

tantly fightingagainst a temptatlon to behave in a cowardly way. ~ave under

dire stress, when his controls may come lnto play, cowardice is slmply ruled

4.

"-



out by his positive fighting spirito Temptatioll to embezzle may occasionally

present itself toaclerk, and"then~fear~ ah.ame or guLlt m.a,y not play their part,

but for the most'part th.e clerkly role excludes the YVtemptationU altogetherr¥

Thus much not-doing of that which is forbidden 18 exeluded by the very doing

oí that which is permittedo

/ .. However t that oí course <Íoe~not dispose oí the question. Broadly
r . '.'
speaking it will be agreed that 80cia1 discipline is effected by rewards and

disrewardso The,primary reward's are release of tension, pleasant stimula-

tiont and enhancement oí self:-feeHngt the pramary d!.srewards are continua!!.

Ice oí tensiont palmúl stimulati.on and dimiJ1ution oí self-íeeHng. The child
"'-
(develops techniques fer ensuring rewardst techniques which may include the

acceptance of certai n disrev.rards; '~l also develops techl1i.q.ues for safeguar~

ing itself against disrew&rdso A.:l:nong these techu.n.iques are a registration

of the signa of rewa:rd and o'f the: vvarnJ.ngs oí d~srewardo Here we must

disti'nguish betwéen tb.e !J1.atu.r'eof the rewards an.d disrewards, and th,e inter

Ipretationput :uponthe conduct rewarded or dfisrewardedo
x

í Supposing you have a, society in. whi.ct~.tIlle disreward took the form oí

pain,o,r threats 'oí spirits whow/ould cause' pa[nl.~ th.en that which brings pain

will'be regarded. in fut1lre vij.[th. 'appr(~t}JjJrtlSi0T11~ 8.,nd SllCh acts and their asso-

ciated' accompaniments~ wnatever they may be~l ,~[ll be avoided as we avoid

t a Uve wire or a bot surface. They Bl.renot wicked. but dangereus.'-..
( The nature IOf the disreward ls pa!n. but the problem about whlch we

lmow all too little is tb~e' interpretat!on put U.p0Irrl t:p.e t y' p e oí thing whlch 18
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now thought of as dangerous. Ifp~inor th:reats are widely u~ed we ~~n ~asily

lsee thata general1y apprehenslve attltud,e :rnay develop ..•. as see:rns to be the

case wlth the Balinese. At tlle same time the're may be a ,certaln, aIlloUD:t oí

selectlon as, for example, in sorne of pur own su.b.•cultures. When motb~r

saya: "If you do tb a t the copa will get youf tf the " t h at" m.ade dang~rous

by tbe threat gets 11nkedwlth other 'tthat SU sl1l\llarly charged wlt~ danger

in actual experience, and also, presumably by h~arlng other people talking

with bated breath, with other "t h a t ~" Which have not been experlenced.

Exactly how this generalizing and spreadlng ()f the dangerous lsaccomplished

we do not know.

( lt would be posslble to esta,blish ..• indeed, lt 18 done ~ a systern oí
...

controls based upon fear, without "guilt" coming in at all. The weakn~ss of

such a system would be tbat ií the paln did not always fQl10w tbe act whlch la

to be eliminated, or Jf the pain did not outweight the reward, then the subject

~9Uld bel1able to be prepared from. time to tlm.e to take the rlsk.

I . .M, UC. h ,t. he sam.,..e may be sald of r~dlcule. TIlis rn~es useof the need

\ for a sense of worth as its lever. The eff~d;~ve jeer ls d~fla.toryand not me~e

laughtero In this case, however, the attltude of otherpeopl~ 18 mor~ impar!.,

and; they are not mere sources of dange.r, but potential sources oí good will.

What will be important, therefore, la the rangeof persons whosejeers are

im.portant - jeers, as such., needhave no effect. In a relatively :s:gl.all so

ciety, and this seems to be the ca~e wlth m~ny primltive communitie~, ridi-

cule may be a satisfactory m~thod. Tbe difflcultles of acco~ting for ge~e-

ralization remaln witb US, but as the same time rldicule wouldappear to
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have this advantage over pailil.: the sU.bject sh.ares~ a.s [t were, tu.the ridicl!-

le he receives" Having met w!tlt jeers as a re SpO!1LSe j he ntakes on. the a.!.

titude of tb.e otherH ~ and becomes capable oi jeerJing at himself? so that he

can be a fool in his own eyes1 Tbis clearly extends the range of conduct ~

ver i which ridicule may ope:rrateo At the same t[m~e tbe puzzlRlrlig problem ol

generaliz.ation~ to v~rhich referE~mtCe. has 'f(»eelU1. made, Ka B, m.a.tter worthy oí

further rese.arch$ not' onl;y iJI]t~J)lita mlechanisn:l~ but tmto its scopeo Tbe qu~~~

tion ls: are' -fear an~di)H.d~culem.ore ~p0tC[f[c in. tb.eir F~DJ~idence than the Oc=

ther metb.ods to whicb. \lV6 must tl1I.Jr'lOl? :Kf~flOr [nstallce~ a cnli.ld [8 laughed

at for masturbating ani.d 1811ghed, a1: f{Q))f h.Ls p1'1cln.m.llnary sexual play with the

opposite se:,,~does th.fJ~rrlL~)ffi:UL t~b:at2J.1 S(~x [8 D:ilade r[d[culo'u¡s~ and therefore

dence' either wayo

( In our society ~.>V(~ m~lrOj rildkn.de, p&!n a.no. t:~H'eatso and the extent te

which tnese de',\j'lces ax't?) 11S(i~(01 v'2J,r~ef:,~ fJr.0Jrn OJ[J~f.) pat,Jrt of OUT culture to ano-

caseso Sometime~-?, tb.~ I.!1totJl\6:ir

~iimt sometim,es botn8l.re botb" N'ow 2!,Bimp],te 81ücmmt oí the stlDlry 16 that

when the mother~ forcibly Olr b;y w[tblioldJ1.11.g h.er rev;!aJrds~ frolstrates her

child's enjoym€fnt~ the c]lild responds wath 2.Jmt8l,go[jJ.RSDOLo Tbjs 18 tantamount

to a death-wlsh.and the1refore~ cOlmfl[c~ts ,wllt1Jl the rnl]11dus love afJld wlth it8 n.eedso

The death-wish [8 rep:ressed. 8.,D.d vvhe1~J. it ar[ses agaJin to tb.e surface la res
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t

ponded .to by a sense of gullto The s~nseof gu1lt, whi-ch sub$equep.t:ly gats

taeked on to other thi.ngs~ isp~imarilya speclfic feellng 03\l,~ed 'bY the hO$ •.

tility to the mother~

This theory' is, hardly aceeptabl~, beC.ause one can:Q,QtunA~rst~nd why

this sp'ecific feeling should be generated underc1:rcum.stances in whiab fea,r

oí ~etaliation would be the '.'natural" response, a()wev~r" the tbeqrydoes po
. ~ . .,' .....,.

se the q,uestion ~ why g u i1t? Soma may ;reply that the feelin.g9fgullt ls, the

"natural" response to a re'cognitlon thatwhat we have don~ te re atJy,"wrong.

This ~ however, i8 unsatisfact?ry, to,o.. beca1,lse th~rE3 la pogeneral~gr:ee '.

ment aboutthewrongness of al1 the acts or thoughts or de~.lr~s about which

people feelguilty ~

,Sorne llght may be shad upon the Dlf;l.tterby the following .refle,ctton,.

Supposea, child .does that which it ~houldnotor refuses' to do tbat wh~ch 1t

should, and its mother gives 1t a sh.a:rp bOJe on the ears or '"smack on ~he bQt,-

tomo A wail may be set UP,g but lt .1sl,l~ely to refrain from dolng wh~t ',lt la

not supposed to doS) and possibly, with rel~ctant and rebeliQus 'gesturetlt

may do what 18 beingdemand:edo Let us assume that otlr the whoJe tñe motber

feeds9comforts.~andgenerally provides rewa.r(1~, then the epJsode m~y be

what is ealled na lesson'l~ and 1tmay have the def:1ire4after~a.ffect,s. T4e

questionQf an aftermath of ftrepreE?sed'I hos~ility we willleave a,~lde. What

18 important for our purpose ls tbat the child notes the angry fac~, tbe rais.' . , ..'...,..

ed voice~ the .upliftedh~nd as dang~r slgnals. They port~ndasha:rp ~al~,

butnot ne e e s s a r i lyanything so partentQUS as lOSSQt lQve,
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Now we a11 know ~th'~tthls ls not the Qnly thlng that ,uppens by any

mean.. Very ofterthe mother put~ ona speolalexpres&,Jlon, evln,clnl shook.

edness, amazem.ent at such conduct, dlsa,pproval, sorrow, , _ndoonveylDg a

seDie of wlthdrawal from oontamlnatlon" At the 'same tlmeand In Ir 8pealal

vol,ce shesqathtngllLke: "'That"s naughty" or, "That'. wroDI" - Mummy

won't love you lf you. do ¡thlngs llke that". A11thls solemnltymakes the of •

, fence not merely'danlerous but enomous, Now ln a sltuatloJ11n whlch "MUD!.

,my" and': ,"Dadcly" al'. the'C),n1y pro,teotors, thtsls a ser,lous m-.tter. We have

all experlenced or wltnessed lt. We al1 know the heavl1y oharled ,atmos-

phere when Father has taken a mlsdemeanour S8 rlou81y, rather then '

mere1y ,1r'rltably.AnSry, of oourse he ls,but not JIler,1yanlry. as wlth
¡

,a ohlld he ,"eopat" itI._klnl f1.nger-marks on the ~ew1y 'paln.teddoor and just

cuffs In a rag., but'loandallzed at suoh thln¡. belnl posslble in 1\1. ohlld.ren;

In faot, he lóok., "g,rave".

The, SUIIIstlon ,put forward 11 that thls speolaldemeano\lr onthe pan

ofadult. II what mak•• the d'lfferenoe betw.en the rllJky and .hamlnl on the

one hand and the 'f'wloked'" or "wronl" or"naulhty" on.the other.

JustJal the 'ohllct takea the:jeerlnl audlenoeln.to hlm•• lf and thue oan,

shame hlm,e1f •• o:he'take. tho".ln'l&t.r f,l¡urelofhll rnoral1y outr~pcl pa-

rentes lnto blmli1f' and 'llhorrlfled at hll own wlakedn •• s. Thel'e t. no oon-

tllotbetw •• n what t••• ld her. and the J)lyohoana1ytlo dootrine of the luplr-
ISO, wlth ltl unooUD.olQu, threatl, and tte exo••• lv. hOltlllty" part1y derl.

ved from tbe ohlleS'. OWl\ ho.tlllty aDd lt. mlloonoeptlon 01 the parenta' "real"
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attltudeo What la being suggeated la that this, formulatlon applles 'in lts full-

nesa to sltuatlons In whlch {l) the chIld la completely d~pendent upon a small

number oí adults, and (2) le addressed In. thls pecullarly portentous way.

( What ls ,left unexplalned, lt must be admltted, ls the orlgln of thls speclal

attltude to the lnfrlngement oí rules" It le not wholly lmposslble . that lt

mlght be traced baok to al prlm.ltlve response to the "sacred" as dlstlnct

from the "profane", In fact to that speclflc awe-ful response to anythlng aE.

prehended as eharged wlth magle from whloh, rellglonmay have lts aouree.

Once the original respantse le mlade and attached to iJrbldden conduct, lt can

lbe paseed on fromone generatlon to another In the way suggestedabove.

There remalns thel lm,portant questlon of waht ls learnt to be sofor

blddlngly forbldden" Tb,8 conduot ltself. n,odoubt, and oonduct llke. 'lt. But

how ls'the oonduot presented, besldea belng presented as. bad? Or. rather.

rvh8.t genera.l aspeot of the oonduct sta.nds out? Two aspeots are often ploked

~upon: ples,sure and/or obedlen.ce, though thls doee not exh&ust the llst.
. ,

We.have to bear In mlnd the obvlollS f'aot that the lnfant leame. only by aotual

here and D,OW oh,eoklng f,na spec~,flc. soclal sltuatlon" and we .do not know

how elther af these two I,epaota ~pa~ttQularly the flrlt) .l. slngled out

from the total oonflgura,tlonn Somel~ow1 or other pleasure ls sometlm.es S8-

1ected, and a11ths,t la ples,surablel le tamlshed wlth doubtfulness, andohas

to be pald for wlth paln~ beoause the sequenoe pleasure-paln has been fol-

lowed by the rehabllltatlon of 9Vforglveness".. The "obedlenoe" faotor l••

~erhaPs, easler to account for beoause lt le V'erballzed: "Thls ls wrong, b!.,

.•...
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cause 1 told you not to." It ls obvious that stress on Qbedlence wlll vary froro

one sooletytoanother .as la lllustrated by. the oontrastlng. structl1re of the Mar

quesan and th~ Tanala; In the latter. the obedlen~e of the younger sons le e$sen.

tial to thé ec'ononiy.

( We may eay th~n, by way of s.~marl~lJlg thls rather length;y dlscu~

aion that as the lnfantg:rows ~p,Lt becomes t'soolallzed" by acqutr1rltg a set

of controls whlch alm _t preventing ita doing wllat the adult$ an.d lts contem
! . . . -

.poraties 'dlsl1ke," It'.'may ~learn.~thatsu'cl1c'ouduct 1$ dangerous, or rldlculous

orwicked. The stress varles from culture tocu)ture, and wlthln. any larga

scale culture from onesub-culture to an9ther~ Some rely ondanger"all

use ridJcule to soma ~xteDrt,we use both, ~nd "sin" in addltloq. Cultures

also vary 'ln.t~e content oí the forbidden, though ,~l~ conducto whtcb prejudlces

social living is llJ:t~ly ~o.be banned by a11 socletles. Furthermore, when a

plurallty oí discipllnary techniq~ea .re em.plóyed, SOlJle conduct lfJ,oontrol

led by fear, some byridlculeand some by "guilt". 'V.arlatlon .1nthe lnci~

dence of these .technlques ls of great lm.polr'1aJ)c~ for theunderstandlng of

delinquency,.

Whatever be tbe teehnlqueadopted 'Qy a soolety tlle majority oí ita

members wl.11acqulre its restralnts and s.ee.k after the:rewards lt provldes

for dolng what lt encourages and not doing what lt 'pellali~es. 'General forma

of behavlour which are acceptable o-r ~he rever$e wlll vary, but all sooiallza

~lon involves some measure of renuncl~tlon.

-~------------_._---~--------_-..--- ._------~------_.~-----'--------
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This brings ua to the important matter of the response' to such: frua

tration,. The simple answer to this isthat £rustratlon causes aggression and

pe r e 011, t ra ~thatall aggression is caused by frustratb>n. This hypothesis

hasbeen worked out by ~oDol1ard and'his,'collaborators'in.;:Frustrat.ion &,

Aggression (~) in which they bringlogethera considerable ~ount of evi

.dence to SllPPOrt thelr.principleo' The matteris1 'unfortunately, 'notas slm~

'pIe 'as 1t"appears, ,,]¡)utthe principIe is .one ofgreatheurlstic 'andpractlcaI va
. '. .-'. -- ~ . ...,.' ..... --

Iue. Certainly, where frustration occurs aggression is''1ikeIy to follow in-----
some form or another, and where hostility is m.anifest we do well to Iook for

. a frustrating sit~tlon as its basls.' Thisimplles thathosU1i1;y. may be re-

d u.ced if frustration 18 QurtailedQ

We must, llowever" first consider wh'at 18 meant :by ~tlll~gresaionHo AIl
. . .

creatures in pürsuit oí their ends tend forclbIy toman.ipuIate the means

tb¡;l.t will.lead to themo Thl.s 'necessarily lnvolves a certain exp~nditure of e(

fort, a certain dlsl?Iay of force, and, 011, occaslon, á certllln amo:unt of de~

tructlou& A dog crunch.inga bone oÍ' a roan "attackingHhts d:i~ner are dE;!.8-

truottve and forcefui hut they a'ré' not necessarily behaving tn ..ahQstlle.fa~llionl1

Children" too, in tb,eir. ,eXplorationpull things to pieces;so do puppies andpa!.
.' :- ... . .•.

tot80 Agaln, this may be uaggressive'" >in one sense; but:not in: anothé,r:~ .Fur....,

thermore people oía vigorous constitutlon will be likely tobe more forceful in

....(1) .. E,ngo 'Edito KeganPaul, 1944
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their efforts to achleve their ends and this m.~y well beaccompanied by

what can plausibly be called Uviolence " , but not necessarily "hostllity",.

('fhe point ls that fo;rceful manipulation need not imply anger ~d resent ...

l)lent and therefore J]l&l\Y acts tha.t mlght becalled "aggressive" sprlng

from a llvely pu;rsultof endsand not froro. the desir~ to work off aggres~

sion. We should perhaps go even further, and exclude from ''ho~tilltyn

such "agg;resSlve" actsas children snatching what tbey want from other pe~

pIe. The "att~ck" may be hostile as well, but 1t may be mere determina-

ltion.

It 18 worth noting that the minute records of chl1d be~viour, refer-

red to by Murphy, Murphy and Newcomb, .~how that "children who had the

highest and most stable scores for sympathetLc 'beh~viour on the playground

were unsympathetic ordistlnctively aggressive when their ego wa$ threat

ened, when they were teased or misunderstood or put lnto inferior positLons,,"

(1) In fact a great deal oí fQrgeful inter-child :behavLour is part of the pro-

e'ess oí developing soo.ial awareness, in which the child become~ sensIble

of other chlldren as fe llow-suffe rers , play-mates, com.petitQl's, and obsta-

eles. It 18 not denied that agg:ressive acts are performed, but one must re-

cognize their functions asfleeting social responses which play thelr part

in the procesa oí social adjustment (2). E.H. Green (3) who studied frlend

(1) op.cit., P 539
(2) cf. Murphy, L.B.Social Behaviour and Child Person~llty.Columbia Univ.

Press. 1937
(3) "Frlendship and Quarrels among Pre-school Childre:n, " C'hild Develop-

ment 4, p 237. Q~oted;~Kimball Young. Personality I;UldProb, Adj. K. P.1947.
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ships and quarel,ling amoung young children, reports that it was the frienda

who quarrelled most, not the less friendly.

Aggression, then~ in the san se in which it interest~ us as a response to
. .

, ~ .•• :s. • • I • ~ t '.. . , >.

frustration ia not mere foreeful manipulation. It is, as Dollard and his eol-

laborators say, "an aet whose goal response ls injury to an organlsm or or
• I •

,<

ganlsm su~rogate". ,To this we may add the undereurrent oí hostillty which

marks it out írom other violent behaviour.
. " . 'I Ordinary everyday experience is enough to show that ho~tile aggres-

1 slon ls an extremely common response to frustration. If nothing el~e serves
. . .. '. . ~ ," 4 't. . •. ".'

you kic~ a stone or ,~heoffending mechanical ~~ject, and you may ev~n "kick

yourself". In experimental studles .the'same kind oí thing i8 observed. In
:4; " .

the "authoritarian" régimes oí Lewin, Lippit and Whitets experiment:l (1)

sQme ~f the boya responded with overt ,aggresslon, others displayed aggres-

sion when they changed over to democracy. In the experiment of Barker,
• • ~. ~ ••. • ". __~. .' : .J .' ¡ -'i , ~

Dembo and Lewln, which is described below, aggression was one of the res--
. .. .. ~ .~~.. '

!"' .•

ponses to the í!ustrating situation. 8ears, Havland and Miller (2) subject
~ ). • • -\ .-l'

six subJeets to twenty four hours' sleep deprivation, and during that time they
. .•. "~ :

were fr1.!strated in all sorts of w~ys. They were ID t allowed to smoke, the
••• ,.' 1~. : ~ • .•• r ~ J. •

games were ,"forgotten'\ and food which was promi.sed d~dnot arriveo The
~.. t ~ •

subjeets, as might be expected~ got "nasty"o Overt aggression by violence

waa inhibited by their training, but their remarks showedwell eriough their
, .tt

(1) po 79 :aboveo' ',:
'(2) 'Sears,' Robert R-~ ~.Havland:;C'arllo and'M'iller., Ne'al'~Eo'''Mlnor ,Studies oí

Aggressionf1
o J o oí Phychology, 1940 oIX, 277 o cfoReadings in Social Psycholo
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state of mind, One of them drew a page full of piotures deplctlng a man

being hanged, a torso spilling entralls, and a head and sboulders drlpplng

blood. When asked wh~t these atroclties represented, he replled:"Psycholo •.•

glsta. "

More evldenoe of dlsplaced agression cornes from an experlment of

Mlller and Bugelskl(l) who promlsed thirty-one young men ln a camp that

they should go to.the theatre, and then cancelled the engagement. In, thls

. "m'oodof fI1ls't~tlon the subjects 'were ,asked"t,o rat'e 'Japaneee aI\d Mexloans

(this was before the'war). They had already dOJl~ so before the "frustratlng"

experlence, and, the soore of unfavourabl~ cllaracteristlcs showed a notable

increase.

The experlmental evide;noe besides generally conflrmlng our expec-

tatlon,.; ..c()ntalns oneor two lteme of interest, whlch are not so obvio\ls. Tbe

experlm.ent of Barker, Dembo and Lewin (2) .has b~en mentloned above. In

lt a group of children were glven play material whlch could elther be used

constructlvely or just flddleed with. From their methods of handling a scale

01 constructlveness was devlsed. In th~ trustrating situation a partition in

the room was then removed, dlsclostng the play material mlxed up with a

maS8 oí fasclnatlng toys whlch the chl.ldren proceeded to explore. They were

encouraged to do tbls untll they became absorbed In thetr play and then the e!.

perlmenter picked up the orlgin.l play material, whlsked the chlldren off to

(l)Mllle,r, NealE. andBugelski, Richard. "Mlnor Studies oí Aggresslon. J. of
PSychology, 1948. 25, P 437.

(2) Barker, B. G.Dembot T. Lewln, K. tt'Frustratton and Aggresslon". Unlv.~oí
Iowa. Studles ln Chlld We)f~reJ 1941, xvm, No. 1.
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:,the other part oí the room, and down carne a wire grille fastened by a pa~

lock, shutting them ,out from paradiseo

Not unnaturally some of them dlsplayed aggresslon when they were

invited to go on with their dull old "constructive. phlY" o. TheLr play became

very ':rnuch 'less constructive; that was one ,:resultoJ Whe~ t~e experiment was

repeated wlth paLrs of ~hl1dren by WrLght, (1) anoth~rpoLnt emergedo The

'pairs oí ehildrenWh'o"were strong fri.ends dld, ~ot, Buffer so m~ch" in l~~,~ ,of
, '

, '

.','cotu;tructlon, .and were more emboldened than the "weak" friendsto ta,ke

suc'hho'sttle""acttOll"a-gatnst,."the "experimenter as was take~o' It may be that

the' facf thatthey could "let off steam" enabled them to go on with the.ir co.-

operativa play o

The same }dnd oí effect was noticed in Frenchvs exp.eri:ment, with or-

'g'ani'zerl and unorglinize'dgroups,' ,to'whichrefere~ce 'has already been~c= '
" '.' . . I

de~ (2(,' They were asked to solve probleDls, which 90uld not b~ solved in the

time alloUed. -The norg~nized" groups w1,lowere fr~ends already,. le1;t.off

"'sté'am by blaming one another¡ and this they were .able .10 do without rlsk~

shnply because they'were friendso It has also been found by other experi

mentera that overt aggression ls often acco~:panied by supe~ior, p~:rform .~

(1) Wright, MoE. "C<)Usturcthteness of Play as Affected by 'Group Organiza-
tionand Frustration"o Character and Personality, 1~~2~XI,p 41:0~and"The
Inf~uence oí ~rustrationl1pon the Social Relatlons ofYoung Chlldren" o ibid~ .
1943, XII, P 111. ero also Co~bined account by Barker, Dembo, Lewln and
Wrighto Readlngs in. Social Psychology, p 2830

(2) 'po 52
(3) Himmelweit, Hildao"Frustration and Aggressiontt in Psychological Fac-

tors of Peace and War o Edo :To H o Peao' Hutchinson~ 1940 o p 177 el
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ance. (1)

Finally we must refer to an experiment by Rosenzweig (2) In which he

gave a difficult intelligence test to two groups of adults. One group was invi-

ted to co-operate in a piece oÍ' research and it was impressed on thern that

their performance would in no way redound to their discredit, whl1e the others

were given the opposite impression. The frustrating element was their ina);>i

litY to complete the test, but the response oí each group was diffe;rent. The

firstgroup exhibite'd ""a"persistentnee'd to f1nish the task, the second were what

he "called "e'godefensive"' .. "'stgniftc'atly "'enouth, when asked afterwards to re-

member what they had done, the former remembered more oí the unflnished

tasks, the latter more of the finished ones.

Rosenzweig (3) has made a further contribution to the subject by noting

the objectives against whioh aggression ia directed.

He classifies people in three groups: "extra-punitive", "intropunitive"

and "impunitive". In the first case the frustration ls "blamed on to" extern-

al persons or things. If it is uninhibited a direct attack by violence or criti-

cisro may be made; ií it is inhibited the response may f(nd expression by the

roundablut means oí projection, whereby some possibly innocent, agent is ac

(1) Himmelweit,Hilda, "Frustration and Aggression" in Psychological Fac-
tors of Peace and War. Ed.T.J.Pea~Hutchinson, 1940, p 177.

(2) Rosenzweig, S. "An Experimental Study of Repression". J. Exp. Psych. 1943
XXXII, 64.

(3) Rosezweigll S. "Types of Reaction to Frustration". Journal of Abnormal and
Social Psychology, 1934, 29.p 293-300.
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cused as the aggressoro The "intropunltlve" response is directed inwards,

and the subject blames himself for his failure to achieve his end, and ther~

fore tenda to expresa ~llt or rem,orse. The third alternative is a concili!.

tory attltude; defeat is accepted and glossed "overo Such "responses are by

no means "pathological" ln nature; they are only pathologlcal if misdirectedo

Aman may justly blame the careless motorist who has run lnto him; he may

justly blame ~imself for his foollshneas, and he doubtless should accept some

(sungs and arrows "phl1osophically". What, however, happena La tbat some

people put the blame for all misfortune on to external agencies - lt ls nevar

their fault. Other people al ways blame themselves for everything that hap .....

\ pensto them; while stiH others carry indifference too faro

" The problem la: are these differeneea, when they are bullt into the

personallty structure~ due to constitutional preaoClispositionj or are they due to

tralning in infancy? Obviously we should expect that training will have left ita

mark. Rosenzwelg suggests that the extra--punitive response ls the most ill..

fantile one,that intro-punitive responses come later and the lmpunitive att.L

, tude last of allo This sounds plausible enough, but the question of great 1m...

"portance for the explanation oí sorne forms of delinquency i8: are there cases

in which, because of sorne constitutional defect9 the passage from the first

stage to the second connot be made wlth suceess? To that th.ere is so far ~o

answero

J
It will be noted that other responses besides aggression in violent or

verbal form may be made in a frustratlng situationo The children in Barker's
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experiment "regressed" to a less constructive level. Another possible respo!!..

se, found in the same experiment, i8 simply t-o give up, and accept defeat. Yet

another, noUced by Allport, Bruner and Jandorf (1) is apathy. They studied

the accounts of ninety German refugees who had suffered under the Nazi rég.!.

me. "Besides aggressive responses, direct or displaced," they say, "we

find defeat and re s ignation; regressioTh:¡ conformity, adoption of tempora,ry

frames of security, changes in standard of evaluation, lowering of levels of

aspiration, heightened in-group feeling, increased fantasy and insulation,

and, aboye all, increased planning and problem solving."

( Furthermore, according to Maier, (2) frustration may give rise to a

response, which ia non-purposive - a mere exasperated gesture, and whlch

gets "fixated" and i8 repeated in the frustrating situation over and over a-

~ain, irrespective of its uselessness.

The above list, which r[ngs true to life, reminds us of the limitations

which attend the experimental method in this fleldo The kind oí frustration

possible in a laboratory can only be a pale imitation of the frustration oí real

life. Th.is does n.otmean that experimentation is useless; on the contrary, it

makes us look for features in real1ife which we might otherwise miss, and sug

gests hypotheses which we can then proceed to testo It does mean, however,

that we must expect the responses to frustration in real life to be more compli

cated than those elicited under experimental conditions. As Dr. Himmelweit

observes, the laboratory experiments "touch the fringe only oí the frustration

(1) "Personality under Social CatastrophefVin Personality. Ed. Kluckhohn, C. Chap. 25
(2) Frustrationo McGraw-Hill, 1949.



experience considered important by Freud"o (1)

We therefore have to supplement the evidence of everyday experience

and that oí experiments by adding that of clinlcal studyo In psycho-analytic

theory the theme of aggression has for sorne time displaced that oí sexo In

(the first place many neurotic symptoms and dreamsp together with the ideas

associated with them~ can be made !ntelligible if we interpret them as signa

of hostllltyo In the second place the anxlety and guilt7 which are so prominent

in the experlence oí neurotlc patients and others~ become intelliglble ií we

lthlng .oflt in termsofaggression directed ln.wardso -TIlefollowingacherne

emerges: the infant responds to the frustratlon of its parents with aggression;

this must be repressed for security reasons; a control is established on the

model of parents and charged wlth the h08tllity attributed to them; this con--

trol inhibits a) the kinds oí aims which have been frustrate.dj and b) the a~

gression which this frustration has engenderedo

Such a schematic account does scant justice to the dramatic insight

and ingenulty of the psycho--analystso The point of it is to serve as ,a reminder

of the enormous amount of aggressioD.:i repressive and repressed~ which lurks

within us, if their hypothesis be acceptedo They have certainly shown abund....,

ant evidence that besides the anger aroused by obstacles of which we are co~

cious there i8 a mass of undischarged aggression trying to discharge itself

if it gets a chanceo So much~ indeed, that Freud thought that itt could n.ot all be

accounted for in terms of a response to frustration a,nd accordillgly postulated

(1) op. cito, P0 1680
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an innate destructive tendency ~ which represented in us the Death principIe

in the universe.

We need not follow him into these fanciful realms. If we accept the

view, that the infantile response must be thought of in.adult terma, and if

we add that the infant cannot understand the conduct oí its parenta and there.-

fore responds blindly, there may well be enouth frustration to account for the

aggressive tendencies revealed by analysis.

( To sum up this somewhat bewildering mass oí data we may say that

aggression in sorne form or another, immediate or delayed, overt or disguised

anddire'cte:d "~against..the 'frustrating "agency or against a surrogate (lncluding

the selí), is"'acom'mon'resultoffrustratlono' '''To--thiswe must add: 1) a sltua

tion may be frustrating to one person. and not to another; 2) this ~ill depend

partly on the way in which the situation ls faced (cfo Rosenzweig) and partly

on the "unconscious" aggressi.iDn in tl1Lesubject; 3) an overt expression oí ag

gression relieves tensiOD.and may enable the subject to act more efficiently;

4) the circumstances under which tb.ii.s ls the case and related to the subject's

confidence that his aggressive act willhave no untoward repercusslons; 5)

aggression? overt or "repressedu may be directed "outwards" or "inwards":

if the latter is a persistent tendency and if there is considerable tension we

may expect a psycho-neurotic constellation, whi,le if the former we should

\~xpect a criminal one.

( It is clear enough that the problem oí aggression isone oí importance

when we are considering the induction of a child into his culture. In so far as
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he responds aggressively to frustratioIll his aggressive conduct 18 a function

of the amount óf frustration hisculture provides~ heightened or reduced by the

, . version oí it he meets with in the speciflcadults who act as mediatorso He will

be further influenced by -the amount oí aggression allowed by his culture and its

mediators. He will be influenced by the degree to which he isencouraged to

act out h~s aggressionon external things or persons~ and the degree to which

he is encouraged to blame himselfo Finally ~ if a culture lscharacterized by

a f~irly uniform system of infantile frustration ~eo go the Mundugamor feeding

system), we may expect a.ggressive pe:rsonalities to emerge as typlcal oí that

society, and ifa culture imposes strict non=aggre8siveness {60 g.o allloung

the Saq.lteaux) (1) we may expect signs oí disguised hostility in too forro of

l!antasy or bellefs in sorceryo

We have seen that there are oth,er responses to frustration~ defeatism~

regresslon, fix~tion .of a,useless gesture$) or a persistent pursuit oí the ~rus=

trated act, rather in.the man.n,er oí Dro Levyns puppies~ who9 men. thelr suc~

ing needs were left unsatisfied~ usucked each other~ their own paws, ob ~

jects, and later on, after eating, llcked the plate lnterminably"" (2)>

I .
A question. of greater lmportance ls:

rendered acceptable?

can frustration .beaccepted or

We have seen that what i8 frustrating to one perSOI1l i8 not frustratlng to

another, in terms oí the way in which 1t is presen.tedo This 18 common knowl

(1) H~11owel19 A. IrviI1lg~ "Aggress ion in Saulteaux Society" in Personalityo Edo

Kluckholn~ Co Chapter 15 o
(2) Levy, David Mo "The Hostile Act" o Readings in Social Psychology~ po 2640
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edge and has obvious practical implications. But common experience, backed

by experimental evidence, teaches us that as we grow older our "frustration t£

\ lerance" improves. It is significant that in experimental situations younger

chlldren and neurotics, wh,omay be assumed to have a high aggressive ten .-

s'ion, stand frustrattonless well thaD_older children. and non-neurotics. Indeed

maturi~~J~,~~~~Y~}~""_~~__a~ ~,Il:?~~~.~e?o.~_aJ?~cityt? __~~_~~_~~~stration.

Thia, however, is not the heart of the mattero The infant starts ex-

hypothe s i immature. He ls frustrated in the course of his social training.

One hypothesis is that because of the in e v ita b 1e hostility this engenders

he mus t go through life w'ith a load oí hatred proportionate to the frustra -

tions he hasexperience'da Menee the 'dts'contents of civilizatioIi. (1) Now

there is' o'adanger here oí th'eortzlngtoo'mucho It is one thing to say that the

overt hostility we observe i8 traceable to unexpected sources of frustration,

and that a great deal of cqnduct, much of which. looks exactly the reverse, ia
I

really hostility in disguise; it is q,uite another tb.ing to say that because the si

tuations respon.sible for these man[festat[ons are common to everyone, there

must be a considerable a.mount of hostility lurking in them e ven t h,ou ghit

d o e s no t s h ow it s e 1f r¡ Gr8.>1tlted7Vle: m'ust prepare for surprises. The

mildest oí men may suddenly go Hhay-wi.revv aro theorists will say: "Ah, we

told you SOo" But we have no business to say th.at there is unconscious hostili

ty present until we require that h.y'pothesis to explain a piece oí conducto

(1) ef. Civilization and Its Discontents" S. Freud.
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As we look about US, with our eyes opened by the psycho<".,analysts~ we

sea more ~lgns of h.ostllity than we bargained for, but it sometimes cro'sses

the mlnd ,that there le ~ot n.early as much as mlght be expected, con,slderlng

the renunctatlons we aH have to make, A good point 18 made by Maslow, (l)

who calla attentlon. to "an important distinction between.deprivation and thr,eats

I
to personality". Deprivation we may learn. to staJ].d, and may even welcome lt

ií be deemed a means oí gracs; a threa,t to our sense of worth, of being loved,

\

.18 what really m~tters to USo This is, ln.deed7 in line withKardiner's con.cept

'of.a satisfactton-frustrattonba:lance, (2) "Where the rewards oí impulse su!,

"pressi'on cannot be ré'atÍ'z'ed Ipy.-the indtvtdual,'the super.-ego loses its' tonicity'¡~

which means that the restraint is rnot accepted hut resentedoThere will no
,/'. .

I
doubt be immediate ~vert aggression in the early stages oí soc Jia.li zatipn, but

if the rewards oí renunciation are great and ií the method oí training la not t~

ken ,~9be a th,reat to the wortb.iness of the personality ~ then it would seem

'that.'1l, system "~ofuo'ntrols ''Can'be' 'established without an undue measure oí in

1 ternal tenslon., '

We'm'~y' '~gree, ,therefore7 ""with Miller and Dollard)) who have modified

the original frustration=aggression hypothesis as stated in F r u s t r a t 1o n

and Aggression~ tb.at nthe positaon aggresslon wil,l occuPY in tb.e initial
nrcre .........., ""....

hierarchy of responses to any situation. 18 largely a product oí learnin.g". «3}

(l)"Deprivation, Threat and Frustrationn Psychological Review 9 1941, XLVIII
p.,364 and Readings inSocial Psychology~ p 2810

(2) Individual and H s Soc iety 9 P 130 o

(3) ~ocial Learning and Im!tationo Kegan Paul~ 19450 p 534~ no 3
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So far we have considered aggression as a response to frustration. The

question must now be raised: if the response to frustration i8 aggression, is

the aggressiveness a measure of the degree to which the subject i8 frustratecl?

Or can aggressive conduct appear independently of frustration? Ruth Be-

nedict in her article on Continuities and Discontinuities in Cul

tu r a 1 e on d i t ion i n g to which we have already referred, (1) quotes Prince

Maxmilian von Wied as reporting the in.stance of a Crow lndian father boast -

ing about his young Bonvs intractability even when it was the father him-

selí who was flouted: "He will be a man~ H his father said. 8he mentions an

other case of a disobedient urchin striking its father. When the mother,

who was a 'white woman, "protested~ the fattAer .said: "But why? He 18 little.

He cannot possibly [njure meo" {2»

In these cases one may assume that the aggressive conduct was pr~

cipitated by frustration, but so far from tb.e tantrums being deprecated, they

are'praised. The "conduct-after all has two aspects: it relieves tenslon, and

it is itself - a clenching of flsts, a stamping~.of feet, a pummelling oí Dad.

\

As a r.elief of tension. it is tied to the tension lt relieves, but as a piece of

conduct it may acquire reward-valu.e if it lS greeted with admiration. Thus

\ it would appear, aggressive conduct may be trained as a quasi-independent
I

\

\type of behaviour which may even aCQ.uire such autonomy as to be pursued

1 for its own sake. Similarly gestures of sympathy, kindness and affection

may be reduced infrequency if they are not encouraged or if they are actively

(1) p. 168 (2) In Personalityo EdoKluckholn. C., P 419
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discouraged, and may. as Kimball Young {l) has it, become "reduced by lack

of practice". The relative freq'uency oí such gestures marks one of the great

dlfferences between the middle ~ and workin.g-~class cultures in this country o

CHILDHOOD GON"'TINUED

We must nQw return to the problem oí social inductionQ. Tb,€:infant 'l!las

passed throughacertainini.tial handling which varies froro culture to cul =

'tl1reo 'Whatever"thts"'may be~ tt establishe-d. 'certail1L expectanc[es'an,d tech=

nlques ....which ...wtll 'echo 'clown. its l¡.feo Asa boy or a girl its rol€~s become

. 'm:oredtfferenttatedo It ts .etther' 'tted>"'emotionally to a few ad1l1ts or else

iits>""'emotton~l "atta'chmentsare diffuseo It is ~ncouraged ~n.9rewarded for

do'ing and saying some sorts of th[ngs~ and dls~ouraged and disrewarded for

doi~.g'.others9 and""from such experiences .~control system 18 established.9

w.hich repeats wi.tllin, a threat oí what lles in store outsi~eíl to SuctJl an.extent

that sorne . untoward im.pulses may be blocked at source ~ If the tension 18

too gre~t aIternativ:e round=about methods must be usedo.' More or less re~~

ponsibility ls ~hrust upon, hlm.or her~ varying from culture toculture and

froro cIass toclass in the same cultureo

(l)Handbood ofSocial Psychology~ p 730.
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Armed with a certain wariness, the boy and .girl look round. In a

slowly changing society they are aware of a consistent chorus of admiration \

)and ' deprecation directed by adults towards other adults. The recipient of

\ praise are their models and bit by bit what has been conveniently called an
\ ....

"ego-ideal" is elaboratedo In a complex and swiftly changing society the

situation ls different. In such a society praise and blame are not so consi~

tent. Even in the home father may have one view and mother may differ,

while auntie is a pacifist and uncIe a Free Thinker. O-qJside the home circle

it ls worse. Not only do adults differ, hut the company of youth ~ay be ar-

rayed aga'inst them. This ls particularly true of Americans, where: so many

of the younger generation who want to be good Americans are bound to be

critical"of.their""parents if they persist in followlng the culture of their coun-

\

try of origino No wonder the c.ry goes up that we must, in such large-scale

socleties, "educate for choieen• (1)

However, even in large-scale societies, models present themselves.

The main difference is that, on ac~ount of the hostility which frequently devel

ops between adult standards and the stan.dards of the young, the choice of mo

deIs may be complicated by a desire to choose certain models just because

the adults .- in particular the paren.ts - disapprove oí them.It la a .propos
"-oí this that Margaret Mead's (2) analysis of the different disciplinary meth

(1) cf. Mead, M. Coming oí Age in Samoa, Penguin, 1943,p 137. Llnton, Study
oí Manop 285.

(2) Mead, M. Social Change and Cultural Surrogates in Personality. Ed.
Kluckhohn, C. p 518.
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/ ods. is of importanceo She points out that there may be a confHct between the
{

conscience-backed standards of the elders and the ridicule~backed standards

oí the young. Thi-s, she 'suggests~ may lead to a senas ofguilt which.migbt

lbeassuaged by devotion:. to a father=subsUtute - relligious or secular o'

At any rate, there the models arej and tb.e child9 awed or otherwlse by

the 'spectacle, sees ..the 'kn,nd'ofthing tn'store for ato KI11.fan.tale treatment, e

'Il).oti'onal relation ....-to.parents~ happi.ness or otherwise in. the húmedo notauto

matically turn tlie child int~ a good American~ a good Japanese' or a good ~

rapesh;, the. living representatives are requireq a,s patternso What childhood's

experience does ls to m.ake the copying oí them ea.ay or difficulto

'A DO L E S e E N e E',

As time passes the im,portan.t chan.ges of puberty occur o In. our society

this has long been thought oí as a period oí st:ress~ due to t1Jl€l physiological

d~st'frbances which accompany sexual matu.ratioIllo This vi.ew was elaborated
(l)', .. . .

by Go Stanley Hallo. Since bIs day 9 however ~ it has becomeobv~.ous that the
~ ••••••••••••• _'" #"bU'J(t,~

troubles of adolescents are culturally determined; and that the problem lis

~and:¡~:::; d~~~:~:::a-;:~~i2»~~~:D~~~e s=:an~ for instance t~e tem
•. .• ~ 1 ~

po oí development is slow and the adolescen.t passes luto h~.sor her status by
. \

easy stageso For the glrl "adolescence becomes not the most difficult~ most

stressful period of life~ but perhaps the plreasa.ntest time tb,e Saploan. girl wi.ll

ever know". (3) Amont tbem menstruaUon le taken Hgh.tlyo 14) Theboy has

his boy friend who helps h,im o' n o o o () o o
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tn his courting and in bis more clandestine adventures, sometimes varying

monotony with alternative intlmacies. They are circumcized together and'

at seventeen join the Aumaga, "the society oí young men and the oIder men

without title8" ~ the "strength of the village" as 1t is called. (5) He indulges

in .all sorts of affairs, but at the same time makes himself proficient at some

skill or other, which will bring him prestige if he is good at it, and may pro-

vide an .entry .1nto superior circles.

For the young ManU8 boy the posltionis very different. Sex 18 abhor

rent and in theold ..d'ays his only chances were with outsiders 00 whom he

wreaked his vengeance and his pleasure. However, the young men were left

pretty free to enjoy themselves. Nowadays they haya to go away to work when

theyare slxteen or seventeen. Even so they do not have muchresponsib.L

lity. lt la when they get home, ort in the past, when they had to marry that

a new role confronts them. They must change froID insubordinate, irrespo~

sible fellows, into humble, .hard-working sycophants, tQiling to pay their un

eles for the price thesehave pald for a bride the young roen do not want, and

struggling toachleve spme measure oí independence_ No wonder they hang

about ,~hevillages-- "meek, abashedt sulky., skulking about the back doors

of.their rich relatlons" housas' o (6) And all this, according to Mead; 18

(1) Adolescence. Appleton, 1905
(2) Mead, M. ftAdolescencein Primitive and in Modern Society". Beadings

inSOcial Psychology, p 6_
(3) ibid.: p 8. (4) Coming oí Age in Samoa, p 53. (5)ibid, p. 27
(6) Mead, M. Growlng up in New Guinea. Penguined1t., 1942. p 121
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brought about through the leverage of shame. Sulking though they may be,

however, no "period of emotional stress" is apparent with the onset of sex-

ual potency.

¡
: ty

From the evidenee of eross-cultural researeh it would appear that pube!.

a s s u e h need have no overwhelming effeets. The effeets whieh it will

; have depend rather upon the attitude towards sex whieh has been inculeatedo

When it is not regarded as shameful in any way '- as with the Marquesans,

deseribed by Lintpn (1) - the boy and girl now find themselves eapable of

new enjoyments.' They naturally experlment with the opposite sex and with

one another. (2) When, however, sexual gratifieation is treated as a sham~

fuI thing, the onset of puberty may lead to violent forms of indulgenee, as with

the Manus, or to guilt, as with ourselves. The differenee may be due to the

terms in whieh the "tabu" ~s phrased. If guilt 18 the response to the new' im-

pulses, then the upheaval of puberty is likely to be the greater, though even

so, sex is by no means the only factor operating in such disturbed states as

are popularly assoeiated with adoleseence in our .culture.

When the new capacity for enjoyment is not so hag-ridden by guilt that no

experimentation is possible at all, exper~ments will be madeo The absence of

eompanions oí the opposite sex, eertain emotional experiences in childhood,
t

and possibly in sorne cases a eonstitutional bias (thought this is by no means

certain) may, any or all of them, lead to sexual i-ntimacies between members

(1) Individual and his Soeietyo
(2) ibid., po 218
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of the same sex. This may be temporary, intermittent, or a minifestation of

a persistent preference. rhe social view of such conduct varies froID society

to society, and from class to class.

In some simple societies it i8 thought extremely comical. In others no

notice seems to be taken, In yet others 1t ~.sinstltutionalized; e1ther those

showing a persistent preference for thelr own sex are given a speclal posi-

tion, or such relationships are an establlshed part oí the culture, whether or

not other modesQf sexual behavio~r are indulged in. Ruth Benedlct, for in~

tanee, talls us that: "The life-cycle of the Keraki Indian ineludes. ln sueceSi-

sion, passive homosexuality, active homoseroality and heterosexuallty. tt (1)

A roan ie not made unIess these phases are gone through.

In our culture, however, for reasons whlch are very dlfflcult to deter-
e'

.:llt

mine, suoh. conduot arou~es strong reactlons of disapproval. Thls may PO!

sibly be traced to the asslmllatlon of elements of the Jewlsh culture-pattern

through rellgio.n, but that c.annot be the whole story, because other peoples

who hava come into c.ontact wlth the sam.e elements do not appear to feel so

strongly. It.ls doubtiess connected with the general dlsapprobatlon of sex,

which la likely to be more intense when intercourse does not carry wlth it

t~ose responslbilites of parenthood, which mlght restriot other forIlls of ln-

duigenc~.

Dlsapprovalls very strongly expressed by unmarried men who do' not

seek heterosexual satisfaction, and thls may possLbly be interpreted as a

sign that they themselves are lnhibitlng the lncllnations they condemn. If
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this ls the source of their disapproval, one w()uld look to emotlonal relations

in the famlly circle as responsible for the ayndrome from which they are suf-

fering: repressed homosexuallty plus overt preoccupatlon with the sub,ject

and condemnat1on?f ita Thus itmay be that int1m~te fami1y relatlonships.cha
\

racterlstlc oí our soclety, are respoIlslble for this curious attitude~

Culture contact an, a religlous b.asls la not a satlsfactory explanatlon, for

unIess there are emotional grounds of acceptance, an attitude which reason

condemns has no chance oí being assimllated. A great deal of further re-
. .

search la needed to dlscover the causes of our al\pmalous pattern. Meanwhile

f our attitude towa:rds homosexualit y affords an instructive example of the

¡ resistance of a culture-patte:rn to change; judges and even doctors are cau

ght up in itand lend their prestlge to its"perpetuatlon.

To return to the adolescentj the physlological changes of puberty also

include changes in slze, musculature, and the se(londary sexual characteri~

tics. These may pla,ce the adolescentat a' dlsadvantage in societies in which

much attention la paid to physical appearance& In the case oí girls there 18

ah additional factor: menstruation. Thls 18 handled by some societies with

great precaution, Tb.e g~rls may be segregated. and their freedom limited by

numbers oí tabops:J which serve to underline the specialized role of the fe-

male in such socletieso

( More impo:rtant, however, than sexual development is the social status oí

(1) Benedict, R. "Continuities and Discontinuities in Cultural ConditioningU
11

Psychiatry, 1, 1938,p 161, ero Kluckhohn, C.(ed) Personality, p 422n
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the adolescente Thishas two aspects: the young roan is on the threshold of

participation in that part of the total culture that is mainly responsible for it8

preservation, and he is being received as a newcoroer by the adults already in

possession. In many simple societies a ceremony of initiation marks the pa,!

sage from one status to another. The convenience of this is that fairly de-

~nite roles are established - before and after. The ceremonies dlffer wlde

ly, sorne of them symbolizing rebirth, sorne of them involving tests oí endur-

ance, and sorne of thero including such striking opportunities for cruelty on

the part of the initiators that we cannot help wondering whether they are not

outlets for the resentment of the adults towards their future dispossessors.

In our society, save:in those interesting cases of "initiation ceremonial",

when a young man goes to work for the first time, we hava no clear-cut roles.

This, as i8 often said, is the cause of most of the disturbance associated with

adolescence. "In our society," says Kingsley Davis, (1) spéaking of America,

Heven apart from the family, the adolescent finds an absence of definitely re_

cognized, consistent patterns of authority. Because of the compartmentaliza-

tion of the culture he i8 defined at times as an adult, at other times as a

child. "

The same point ls made by L. J. Barnes in his You th Se rv ice 1n an

E n g 1i s h e oun ty . (2) A propos of ~heview that the obstreperousness of

youth ls a sign of insufficient discipline he says: "It would be nearer the

mark to say that he is suffering froro chronic overdoses of it already. The

(1)Quoted; Sherif, M.Otltline of Social psychology, P 320
(2) King George's JU.bilee Trust, 1945, p 20
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capacity for responslbillty ls llke any other human capacity; it arrlves at

health and strength through exercise. If modern youth 18 irresponsible, a maln

reason ls that the adult world accords lt íew chances oí shoulderlng . responslbl

/ llty." While Llnto~ (1) wrltes: "In socle~les WhlChreco~lze, adolescents as:

; a distinct category and ascribe to them actlvlties sulted"to'their condltions,

J the perlod passes with 1ittle or no stress." As for us, "We alternately de-

mand from them the obedience and submlsslonof chlldhood and the initiative

.. and acceptance of personal responsibilities whlch go wlth adult status. "
• 1,

The social posltlon la obviously difficult. In the country "Youth" does n~t
. ' '. '.

seem to be a problem; they already know what to do. In the towns this ls not

the caseo In the firat place they are not as skilled as the adults and in the se-

e ond place they are faced with opportunlties of enjoyment which they find it

difficult to handle with restraint. The nagglng frustration of th~ir dependen

! cy tends to exacerbate thelr deslre to show thelr age. (2),-,
The hostlIlty towards the oIder generation can easlIy be exaggerated. In

our own society lt would be improper to say that "Youth" really does not pr~

sent much of a problem, because there ls .a "~Movement", and where there 18

a Movement ther~ must be something for it to "move" about. To the casual

observer, however, the crisis is not as apparent as it is to those of more

refined sensibilities. Elsewhere, on the other hand, youth has become . a culto

In America the desire which the parents have to see their children flourish in

popularity and sweep on to success has led them to cultivate Youth, to place

(1) Culture Background oí Personality, p 44
(2) cf.Fleming, CeM. Adolescence, KeganPaul, 1948, p22
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thelr hopes in the Young, and to accept them as havlngrights whlcll past

generations would not' have tolerated. Doubtless the anxlety to shed the ve!

tlges oí another culture and becom.e adept at the "American way of llfe"

la an important. factor.

On the Continent at the turn oí the century "German Youth of Karl Fia,..

cher's day loather and hated the world of thelr elders". (1) Spon.taneous

groups, often attaehed to a le~der, were the fQrerunners ~fan organlzatlon,

fired wltb'the ambltion to undo tbe mtstakes oí the old men of Welmal' ,

lt ls interesting to note tbat in Germany particular emphªªl,a bªs been

lald on the "community oí male youtb", wbereas ln Amertoa " ª m.qoh strQngel"

emphasis has }leen placed on tbe cross~se:x: relatlgnsblp". One oí tbe resulte

ofthis la that"[n Ameri,ca" youtbctllture']ias ])'8.d m.ucli'rt,.S~' 'pti'It"tloa;1 'slgnJfica.nce

than elsewhere. (2)

Thus we are told oí Egyptian town 'boys denQuucing the~r fatbersae "repro~

bates" anQ ~ven ":robbe:rs" while tb~ girls Qutrªg~ their elder6 by ªdQptlng

Hollywood style!3. (3)

The German e~ample illustratesin a somewhat extreme {orm ªªºther f~~

ture of adQlesgenºe, at any rate in cultures wh~n tbe horne QlrQle lª r~at:rlgteg,

(ij-Beoker,'.ilQwara~' -Ge'ririán Y()utb~ E:egan"Pªu(---:fij-46, p;7a,
(2) l?arsop~, TalcQtt. Es~ays in.Spcl.QIQgl'~~l Tbeo:ry! Fr~ePreas, 1949, p 230
(8) Hindus, M. Quoted by SherlfC) of~ clt~ ~'P 328 -
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This is the tendency to seek companionshipo It is a period of what Hollingworth

has called: "psychological weaning" (1) An untying of the apron strings and

a reaching out for other circles in which to sat1sfy the need for social accept-

ance.

The experience of horne life, of accep~ance, rejection, displacement or

dependence, will determine.the kind of group life which will be sought, and

the role to be played - ,cringer, follower, hosser, comic, or just "one of

the boys". It"may be, "ofcourse, -that experience has contra-indlcated comp~

nlonship of large numbers, and the . "isolate" keeps himself to himself. Such

complexes of experience, .in the home and in adolescence do much to determine

the attitude of men and women in adult years. They may feel themselves to

be unworthy oí companionship, 'Or they may withdraw i.nto themselves, or tlÍey

may take to blaming others for their own unacceptabilityo They may become

hail-fellow-well-met, uncomfortable unless with the gang, or suspicioua or
l.

t
shy or prickly or prepared to do anything to raise a laugh; the llst ia endless.

The perlod of adolescence is, as we have said, conventionally a period of

stress. We have examined the causes of this. We should not, however, for-

get its joys, not so much the romantic ,joys oí Youth - we are scarcely allo~

ed to íorg~t ,t h e m - as the insidious joy oí jolly companionship, often with

people rather younger than oneself, which are sometimes so enthralling that

adulthood is not achieved~ The chronological age tnounts up and the hair falls

out, but the shorts and the open shirt are kept on, and the elderly adolescent

(1) Hollingworth, HoL. Psychology ~ofAdolescence. Appleton, 1928
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bikes off with knap-sack and gadgets, never so happy as when he ia wlth the

boys - prlmus lnter pares.

( Having passed through the key experiences of infancy, childhood an~,:adC!.

lescence, of whlch some of the more lmportant have been discussed, 'a per-

sonality has emerged wlth at least three features: (1) a set of technlques for

satisfylng basle needs. Thls set includes technlques for handling other people

e, g. by obedience, by badgering, by bullying, by whinlng, by clamourlng, etc.,

and also attitudes of dependency, demandin~ess, assumptlons of servicf' b~

ing forthcoming and so forth. (2) A set of controls which prescribes certain

actions and proscribes others in terms of shame, fear, and/or sin. (3) A set

of attitudes towards other people resulting froID the treatment whlch the need

for social acoeptance has received.'rhis may colour a whole culture, but lt

ia aleo oí importance ',n large-scale communitles, within whlch smaller groups

Gork or play together in face-to-face relationsh~p.
~

:rheae three "featurea" are, of cours,e, not the only acqulsltio:ns by any

mQ.nner of means. "Functionally,'autonomous" lnterest systems wll~ have

been established, ~ntel1ectual ability wlll have developed as far as innata ca-

pacity and environmental opportunity have allowed, and a host of other charac

teristlcs will have been acquired~ The three features selected aboye are of

major interest to the_social psychologlst.

Now the slgnificant varieties oí social sltuatlons, whlch are responsible

for the creation of dlfferent personalltles, are of lnterest to the soelal psycho
.f. -

loglst from two pointa of vlew. In the first place they are lmportant as soclal
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factors wh~ch playa part in produclng different personalitLes withi,n the s a m e_-- __--. __'_-c_
~.""""-----.-.~ - .. ~--_.~---------- ~.- ,-"" ._- .~---...--,.. .•..• ~-- ~ -,._.,.-----

_culture.,,)!,ere the interest oí the social psychologist overlaps with the inter-

est of the "individual" psychologisto In the second place, however, where

differences in these key situatlons enable us to contrast groups of people, as,

for example, the Arapesh and the Mundogomor, or the upper class and lower

class in the same culture, they may throw a light on some oí the general cha!.
~---------.---_ -._- -_._---- _---_ ~--*"---~-......--...-. ....•.......-----

acteristics oí the different groupso This ia partly due to th.e fact that the ef
.._ ..•.._ ~-_ _- ._ .._- ~ __. • r-- .._ .•.....__ _

fects are, as it were, cumulativeo

Supposing it were true that the chlldren of the "middle" class are b.rought

up to be more responsible than is the case with children of the "lower" classes,

(l)then that sense oí responsibility ls likely to be reiníorced by mutual expe,£

tation among nearly all "middle" - class people who consort together. The

same would be true m ut a t i s. m u tan d i s of the "lower" class o If, again,

a child of either class were brought up by the methods characteristic oí the

other class one mlght expect a sense oí responsibility or the lack oí it to de-

velop, but he would present an entlrely dlffe,rent social-phychological problem.

We could not regard him as illustrating the prevailing culture, for he would not

do ~o, we should be interested in his fate as an oddity andpossibIv as a mis-
. 1

, fit.

These two different points oí view alternate when we consider the future

that opens up to the young men and young women, whose moulding agencies we

(1) cfo Davis, A& and Havinghurst, BoJ.Social CIass and CoIour Difference in
child Rearing. Klu~khohn" Ce (Ed) Personality, p 252.
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(' have been discussing. Ever since they were able to take note of the people
I

about them and.understand what is sald in praise or criticlsm, they have been

forming stertotypes oí ~the statu.ses with which they have come ln-contact, di

rectly or at second-hand, through conversation, through reading, or on the

films. They know what ls expected of aman and a woman in their culture, aad

also what ls expected of a husband, a wife, a father or a mother. They learn

not only.what such rolesinvolve .to the player, .but also what responses are e,!

pected towards the player. Besides the "ascribed" roles, there are others:

loccupatiOnal roles, dignity roles, sporting roles, and so forth.

It ia important to recognize that each individual only sees a very small

part of the whole society, and that our model of a culture with its status./role

i system Isa constructo The son of a miner, for instanee, in a remote mining

village sees intimately the playing oí the miner's role, less int~mately. the

playing of tm shopkeeper's r;ole, a.ndvery onesldedly the playlng of the role

of teacher, doctor, and clergyman. The son of the landed gentry may have a

notion oí the I roles of doctor II lawyer, clergyman and landed gentleman which

might prepare him for undertaking any of them, but he would be likely to have
-- l.

only a remote notion of the roles oí engl.ne-driver, dustman, or shopkeeper.

Both boys may well construct stereotypes of all the occupations mentioned, but

they wll1 vary in content, accuracy, and clarity. In a very simple society, In

which the number of statuses i8 small,and most "status-personalities" avai!

able for inspectlon, the young men .and young women ean make but few chotees.

As we have already seen, they may be slowly tralned for adult life, or, as with
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the Manus, lt comes as a nasty shock. Their destiny, however~ ls more or less

flxed, and the only P119b1emls whether thelr up-brlnglng has been suoh as to

make all the adult roles avallable congenial. The polnt of lnterest here ls as

to 'whether on the whole there is~ in slmpler societles at any rate, a general c~

herence between the prevailing methods of dealing with the key sltuations in-tI!.

fancy, childhood a,nd adolescence~ and tb.e major adult roles which confront the

boy o,r girl when they have grown upo
t., I

In our complex societies there i8 an enormot,lS variety oí statuses to choose

from, though pf course economlc circumstances, lack of information, and a-
"

vailability oí jabs, materially limit the choieeo Furthermore every role r~

quires certain qualities for it8 effective performance and lnvolves conduc~

which many people wo;Ulq find unpalatableo In so far as choice ls posslble, sorne

statuses are ~xcluded hecause the stereotype, which may be a sk~tchy and,

mlstaken affair, ls not attractiveo On the other hand choices may be made

which prove unsatisfyingo 'Tomeet this the twin sciences of vocational guid-

ance and vocational selection have become establlshedo

'Wehave been thinking in terms of the individual choosing, in so far as het can, the status he wants to~ in Lintonis sense1 "achieve"o. A problem. oí inte!.

est arises when ,we think oí groups oí personso Supposing~ as we did aboye,

that one can speak sensibly oí Helass subculturesfV, with their prevailing metE:

ods of up-bringing and prevailing standards oí culture, and supposing occ~

pation-statuses which were once confined to one class now become open to ano....".

thero Will the newcomers acclim.atize themselves to the roles as previously
\

"defined", or will the roles themselves graduallyalter? There ls very little
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evidence upon which to base an opinion, but the subject i8 one to which research

in the future will doubtless be directedo

The need to learn "achieved" roles is obvious enough, but nowadays' in

some societles there ls growing up a notion that "ascribed" roles have to

be explicitly taught. Of course wehave already seen that in sorne sense a 11

roles haveto be learnt,but Jor biological roles this i8 done largely by the o~

dinary methods of praise, blame imitation and the like, rather than by lectures.

However, there are so many different notions of the role of YQungroan, young

wO"man,husband and wife, that a good deal of confusion arises. Side by side

with vocational' guidance we are presentad with the astQnishing spectable of

marriage guidance and lectures upon the subject at our universitieS4t

1 '

/ rhere would appear to be two views about this predicamente; on the one
~'

hand we are urged to "educate for choice", on the other hand efforts .are made

1 JI to limit the choices made to such few as the propagandist approves of. Which
'1l~..you prefer, will depend, presumably, on whether you think that people t s needs

are so varied that they must learn to chose the best way oí satisfying them ,

compatible with the least amount oí human suffering, or whether you think

that people cannot be trusted to do this and must be persuaded to conform to
J

(

l a pattern on the grounds that less human suffering will be caused that way.
~

ADULTHOOD------

Oí the cultural shaping -- or, rather, creating -- of



personality there i8 little more to be said. Certain general personality traits

are largely determined by early experience. The roles oí adult life - "as-

cribed" and "achieved" - will make thei"r mark on top óf themo The doctor

the lawyer, the shop assistant and the clerk wiH be allke in c'ertain respects -

as, say, Englishmen or Frenchmeno They wi.ll be unl,ike in certain. respects

in regard to which the doctor and lawyer ~ay reseqlble one another more

than either resembles tb.e shop a.ssistant and th:e cle'rko Each will be more

llke others of his occupational group in sorne respecta than he 18 llke' a mem-

ber of the other oc'cupattonal groupso But here'themultiplicityof statuses a

man may occupy from time to time must not be forgotten. Thus, the lawyer

may.be different from the doctor when considered as exercislng his profe!

sLonal role, but he may be like him as a father or as a member of the "pro-

fessional class" o

(. AH the same, since the personality operates as a whole and not as a mere

collection oí roles, the fact that one perean playa the.role of doctor another

that of lawyer, another tha,t of shop assistant and the fourth that oí clerk, is

likely to make th~m behave slightly differently as father. as husband, and even

as sportsman, thQughthe I.nfluenceof the "status personality" associated with

an occupation on other roles will vary from person. to person~ from occupation

l:o occupation, and from one situatl.on to another. The civil servant may

carry his meticulousness lnto all his "dealingso The doctor may "dropYi his

professional IIl:anner readilyo The la,wyer may seal his lips almost automati-

callY inall s ituations o
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Combined with the eoneept of personality we have to take the "sltuational

approach" into consideration. The question as to how far "achieved" status

shapes personality depends upon a) how far the conduet appropriate to the

, aehieved status becomes habitual andb) how farother situations elicit it.
'--

For lnstance the meticulousness appropriate to the civil servant may become

so habitual that it beco,mes part of the personality structure and any situation

may eltcit it because orderliness is"applicableto'alm'ost all situations. The

respect ofconfidences which iapartof the lawyer's role may become habitu~

lized, but only a restricted number oí situations may be relevante

. A lawyer might be prepared to reveal to llis w'ife his opponent's scor~ at

golf, even if it were superior to his own, but he might not be prepared to re

veal that old Pinkerton had elalmed to go round in less than Bogey - or he

might. It depends upon habitualization and the "definition" which the lawyer

makes of golfo If as a golfer he 18 playing an entirely different role, then

his role of lawyer may ...be irrelevanto If his lawyer-role makes him "define"

his golfing-role as tbat of "a responsible-man-playing-golf" , his trainlng

as a lawyer JJ3 relevant and gossip about the boastfulness of .lJ..ls potentlal clients

may be out of arder. In the case of roles whlch are highly teohnical but involve

no general traits of conduct, one would expeet the status to make but little dif

ferenee to conduct in other situations.

OLD AGE

•After adult life comes old ageo Here the personality changas are a,



functlon of the way in which the status of old man or old woman i8 'l9defined"o

This, in turn, will depend in part,on the need the communJ.ty-has for their skill

and wlsdom. Am,ong the Comanche, for example~ "thegood.oId man abandonEtl

his medlcines and dropped back lnto a condltlon of (nnocuous' dependence up. -
on the younger generationo The attltude oí such oId men, toward their sana

who supported them was one oí almost pathetic gratltude. 11 ~1) Here we bave

the .Oedtpus sttaatton 'in reverse. Those who could' not bear this' subservi-

ence kept to thelrmediclne and 'tried tosustaln-thelr'prestige by fearo In such

a situation the skil! in hunting and fighting is gone~ and the old are n,ot the r~

positories.of any speclal lore, save that of magic, which i8 more oí a llablllty

to the community than an asseto

Elsewhere, however, respect is paid to the agedbecause th.eir experience

i~ considered valuable, and because the system oí authoritarian up-bringing

has taken holdo! the youngo They are expected tobe dign.ified an,d learned,

and the role ls one which obvi9usly has its attraction.~, and wlll be carefully

safeguardedo

In our society, as so often b,appens wlth biological statuses, the status

of "oId persan" ia amblguous. On the one hand they are in tb.eory wlse and

venerable, on the other hand theyare out oí date and in the wayo This resultsj

in many cases~ in a tinge of resentment colouring the!r personaIities, and an

idiosyncratic response to a sense of being abandoned.. Oí course it is absurd

to suggest that all old men and old women are alike<J In our complex society

there is enormous variety o There 18~ however ~ this common predicament~

(l)Linton, R. in Psychological Frontiers of SocietyoKardiner et al. , p~79
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their skills and w.isdon are not ashighly regarded as ln times past, and they do

not normally live witb their chlldren. These are social conditions, and each

adult faces these conditlons in terms of his or her adult personallty as lt has

been shaped by past social relatlonships. The polnt óf lnterest to the' soclal

psychologlst ls .not so much the variety of responses as th~ changing social sl
tuations o f the oId, to whLch the.~eresponses are ~ade.

****************


