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CLAUDIO SCHUFTliI', ~m

. 1J••'1~l!:f .,.. ••••<tJ.
*: Thís paper ~Ias-~nspired by rny participation am t;le" ,.'Orksh0t:>...??__.. ..

Hunger ano Society held in Soliwayo,Tanzania on December 1983.

"lany of tite participants to that workshon '.'ere invited,because
•... (;(V •.~,,~~ ..---- ....-

the convenorthought they had vscapedr.theirnarrow, individual
_._-" .._.- -

paradigms and could help brealdng sorne ne~¡ ground'in this field:'-' ..".- .

An-'attempt ,.¡as rnade' to 'crack the - ideo1ogical barriers arnong-par;;.------ -.

t'Ícipants"since many"'thought --they were ''fail'Íng '-in .the'Ír-e££orts -"---- ....--.
1

't-o(;:o~tribute .to sblve hunger prob1erns,especially due to these .... - ....----

barriers.

...,
Settinc; .tile focus:

We.are all bombarded,on a dai1y ba5is,with a 10t of ta1k
• ¡

about the need for multidisciplínary teams and for sharing our ...._._. __ .... . .... . .. __ . .. ... ..~-ro:\."."'.) ...
paradigrns with othe~r professiona1s. Many of us,natura1 scientist~,

.---------."~even._.£eél -'uncorriforta151eWIth- --'o-:C"- aEiOrfiom"soc ralSCl.e--n-c-e-s~I~J~a-r---_o. ------+-

. ---- - .....g011";e~p~"C iCl:1:ly """"th-e-ebhcepEC.if.-paraclllJfn--;'\íEJVl'ia~s-remy-be-

.------...-----hi~ l1-lthis ?-Letl.s--first. -1ook.-et-the.-t:errns •..----. -------.-. -~-------.-
L' .

. _ ......0--- __ .•.•.••. _ . ._. . __ ..._ • --------------

&n atternpt to define the terrns:

-----.--PARAri"IGM:---- ..-. ---- ..----;.-- . _
______ .__. .'--.~eb.s_!~r'r_~,•.'\,t,,~,~.5~i~~.:.....P..~ra~~51Íllas: to show side by side,

exarnple,pattern, (rnodel) ,outstan'dingly c1ear or typica1 examp1e or-------------. o'.. -.----.- ..- -.,--------".----------------.----- ..-.-.-----.- ..
arch~ype. { ). '.

.~,._._--_.~._--_ .._--_ .. _-.-._.~... -_._-----_. __ .._ ..•---_.
Thornas Kuhn speaks of paradigms as schoo1s

------- "of~thought ~n-tile n-aturar and sod-al sciences,in other words,diffe-
~. '.JI ~"" f':'"

-rerft-wayr 6f "1.0b'k1ng--at -ene-s-ame prob""leiií.-¡---,. ..;- . -------.--~~
+

------.--~-i_JeYens -defiftes...an-aceept-ed--par-a~"" as 8~-e9e&feh-t~-adi~Il)-' ---"

_____ ~a ....l..inEi_o£..thought....=rying....a ..set. ni a ssllmptions....and-g.ui •.•d""e•••1ui•••n..,e•••••s4,-------

JI____ ** :_.N.()t~.here.alr_eady.._ili.~_!..dE!-º.1(;)9.~caLconnotationin the notion
of ".accepted".

________ ••• • 4 '. ••• ---.---------.- -----.--- •• -----------------

_._-----~_._._. ---.-._---------,-~_.---'---_._-----------------------"---
- o •••• _ •• _~ __ • •• --- •. - .• -- •••• ---------------- ••••• -- •• ---.----.-- ---.----- ••• -.---.-----------

____________ • __ • __ 0' .• • • • _

--------- -_.~_._ .._._--_ •.- - -----------~_.__ ...,- -_._----_._--------_.-



a way of seeing problems.He thinks paradigms guide the terms of

thought and the type of analysis of a given phenomenon;paradigms

suggest what kind of solutions are acceptable.

A paradigm carries a view of the role of any given science

in scDciety. It implieshaving a 'feeliñg'Qf - responsibility fo'(

the socialimpact of research -and "for-1:he i:nterpretation of reali ty"----

under the terms ..of..re ference -HXset -by,,-the -5ame-par..:tdigm.

MULTIDISCIPLINARY:

plex problems have many facets that ome or two individual s
--------------_._-_ ..._--------,----

~- -i.rTih--cc;nven-Úonal training in one field or two cannot handle .••••
.. .___.J~!:!~i_<!~~~_ th~!: the different_..J!EP,roacJ1~!;l_S1ln,~ bridged
-a.ppropr~a~y. byworking O" the problems toget.her.

, .'-The problem-:i:sthar'the--.nrderstarnUn-q-oi"wh'a't--a ltIu1.1: !''''------------ ....
",• .l.',i:.c-ii:"""( i1 ••••01 ••••• ,."~ "'\"'~"'l ~-\ ~,~'" •• ~,-•.,"" tl..wJ lot

dis cipl inary ...approac~ ).is -d;i,.f-UE-ent--f<lr-peep1~i-th-~Hf

ideºl..ogical,-p~~s...Pe~_tJ..ve,s_J_t....Y...e..t:Y-much-dep.ends_on .1lcw....man.ha~c ••_d_n __
~cholars looking at the same pro-

reaIity into categories and disciplines.bleros from different views often
----------;.. .? -. --.'lli~l\seem to ,be unabIe to listeñ-añd--Iearn n_ rom'-each

~ (,~; {'l..~'- L For exarnple, for the problera of hunger ana' malnutri tTó'n~-tl1e other.!
-----"".1>" .. _---'--.------------ ¡ " ).j

~ problem is still basically defined from the disciplinBry bias of

the scientitts : For the agronomists it's a food suppIy problem;

for the educator a problem of ignorance¡for the dem?grapher a pro~

-- ..---- 'bl.Eúri o'f"populatToi'i--pressures¡for the planner it's -tile lack ofcoor-

------ --dination¡-ami --so' fe! tll. Mort----of-;;hesecq>proaehes are---not"'WrOl'Ig,but

--------.-incomplete~Mor-eover.,.mul-tid.isc_ipl-i-nary t;eams,er toheir members.,-se-l------

_.. . __dCln\take~_bELco.n.sequences._.p.f....what.they bave propo.se.d..AS....sa1utions, _

- ------ -~._ .._------------ -------

. -1,",
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IDI:OLOGY:
Webster'so..l'jain defines ideology as: visi0!1ary theorizing;InanI'!er "

.<:Ir-content of thtrtking character istic of an individual .or --<:lass;~nt71-1ec-
tual pattern of any culture or movement;integrateg assertions,theor~es
and aimsconstituing a politico-social pr<?gr~ •. - . "'-oo, ••• : •••• , --- •••• '"

. Ideologjcal'values and duties are ~mpr~nted by the fam~ly,through
education and by ,the social ellvironment.al:hey are thus nc;>tun~vers.ally_
shared and are closely boundt:6-our social class extract~on.ldeolc;>gy as
a content of thinkin~and as an intel1ectual I:'a~tern reflects ..the. ~lvOlUl'l~
-tary elements ofideologywhi-ch-we'al1 'arl'J;~t s part.of our 1J.l-ael.ble
(class) heritage.lt is ideology thaa chan~els our soc~al,b:hav~or ~n '_

.predictáble-directions. On..the .<:Itherhand, ~-deology.as an ~n•..egrated f~~~
tico-social program i5 the re~ult of avc:>luntary; ~nternal~zat~on o ., e
yalues o,f a given society,be~t.real, or ~deal. (,..../.

Conflicts inthe terminology?:'

'f" As. canlJe seen',there 'ü;some overlapping between 'th~-d-;;;fini=----'-
I

tions"I:of 'paradigm and ideol09Y ;This lends~ tséIi-to 'sómewhat'ori' -----
• '" .. >ó",.. . ,

...confusion between. what' s -ideOl-og\~nd ''What -i.:s--a'parad'i--gmO"in--a-spe~---"
. ' o.yt

___ci;.!.iCO~context,or ,\\'here one...s.t.ops.and ---the-<:>ther--ótar-ts. -:<if--both~---"
• ~ I~ .~" ,

. t~~_.e.>streme~_o_f the ..s.ame ~~_t~~!1~UJIl._'..) ,-_'!'h~.._l¡'l:tter.....becomes....evenmore'

,1

difficult to discern whe.n-=.o~_~_E!~_~ues;__~t:_c:~.:_s~!_e_c::_al}_i_rl.9_~~£..~I!.:t:~-:-_._,_.__ ..

gratin,g and unifying paradigms. "

----~r.The qu;~'tio~ 'i'~:'~'~rian integra~~~~radi~ between the natu- .. -¡
* ..• ,l ..-. -.-.-_.---.--.~.--....:.._.----'---~'-.'--'--_.-~--'-,~--."- ,-----
ral artd the social sciencesbeborn through multidisciplinary work

--. - ----"YiI1tbo~t:,bridging the únderlyingideologicai-gap :bet~-é~n thé--~~-~rs

-----O£-1::hóse sc~nceS'?--''1t-;:-s-n'O't-enougb to aifive- ata riiIñIinumconcensus., ,

____ p~a~c~a--unified..,;¡pproa~h reql:1i-res -a--common-ubderlyi-ng-h!~.

_. :!,_h_e-,-9,M.e!)!lll?- # t)l~n) is_whethe.J\a ,!ln; f j ed parad igm ~houl.Q be a lini•••ersal
j , " .

___________.~<:>i3.~':~~~~~~_!>~eJ!ls_~~_hay.eb~en a._c~J,1.J.QL•. ~9J)te.nd that ji tbj s .'~ _

new u!l:ified paradigm :i: becomes a stepping stoneto bridge the ideolo-----_._._--.' .. ~-_.- -_.__ :....-_._.- .-._-_._-------_._---_._--, -_._-_._'-
gicalgap between the practitioners of each individual paradigm this

-_._--- ._--------_+'-----_ ..- ._-----
becomes,a worthwhile excercise.Now,how this can be achieved is not
._-----_._--~-----_.

-----------very cle~! and certainly not an',easy task.Moreover) it will become an .
- --~-- ••• P',,,,. ~!~ _

. --'--'---alniost-inev'Ttaole- s6Urce of'confIictifi'he actors Q.Y~ not;sh:r/~ a

- .f 'd 1 '1' .•• ~------' o ----------)-----------..-...._-_._--.- '-e~n~ 1. eo ogl.ca" '-.out.1.-00~•• ',_' ~ .__..;....__*_ ..... _.:_ ..• ..

________ . J_I>~radigmsh~:v~~~selective_~~ind~~~ots_- - _
'r - .

.".-'
between ends and means pers~ed byt:he practitio~.ers of the disci- 't
'pii~~~~r~Yated'-~-;iev~l~~~ent ~rk.'p ---d ~ .. 1 -'-L.\' " "d

__ . '_AT'Llr¡mS £01 awV' ratber T19'<

____ .__ s!_:!£ing_0.F~naly~_~s of r~~lity into different discipline~~" lWlli_~1~r!..

-------_=-=-=---1.:: =_-:~::._::_-::===__ 'paradiqm~"are:¡hmna~ife8tati,ons J'. : .:,~
of ieeology. As such, they do not ~'learly replace each other;ratherr~',¡'

..... ----quantum leap. -( ---1....-----



'"The role of conceptual frarnelyorks:

In the effort of corning up with such an integrated paradigrn)

several colleagues have tried to design conceptual frameworks-"to--------

l

help reducing misunderstandings of those-who --do -not share--the

same paradigm. An example of _this __is. the conceptual _f.rame"!ork-fer_ ~

the analysis of causes of hungeran~ IlICilnutri tionJ?rE:_~.::.!~tc~('__XJtKic

in Fig.l.( l. As can be seen,this novel,but not necessarily new

approach, introduces three causal levels~ hunger and malnutrition,

frorn basic to immed~ate. ~kH a
----- ---------- -- -- - VlO~_º •..~ _

The acceptance of such a framework presupposes~the sharing

of a new integrated (unifiedl paradigm,but also" sorne aeep--rocltecr-------
i.~,r ~Vo.,,~)

-----i:deological -premi-ses, -AfterCl!:l ,-the--only---thingl\ :,.<=fntegrate-d -para-----.-

---di..gm -is -o f fer ing -is -a ---f-resh look--a t-old~ontradict-ions-in--Gve-r-all--de--- _

___Y-"~!Qpment_w~:-r~_._

--- --It --seems~e--ata"txli: concept:uaI frarneworks u.Jee the ene :{ -.-~-
.••~''''lA,p-\t \.:,,,~,,,,,~,,,~h•••,lr ~ CoO••I"'ti' 1l.--I.'0'.lJ

---- --ber-e~n-t,ed -may~-..¡'; tep--ín ~ rilJft~ Eiieee~-ie-ft~pe'c'4i"'a"'l'--'l"y"'"-1:""'- f-----

_______ th=e~_-P_~JLus_tlil_tilink_..ab.QULthe root causes of tbe prob1 ero bpjng

_______ .P~=~~E~e_Ci.~_'!'_l1~__..!:~~k,!-h()~gl'1_!,J,s_"t~~~ey~.J:l.e.1Pn£~_ªti1'!9'_ new ca-

______ ~_eg.:'ri_e~~ml~)__wi=_h-!_ctiens l1o~_c:h!:~g_ingaccordingly. M ~yt~V~V'1

many traditional scientists and organizations already have problems

with the issues raised by such conceptual frameworks (i.e. the UN

-- --------{h;i~~rsi ty-'~ -H-;;'ng~~-programhad -proble~ accepHng o.. framework "n,:, i;':"-.i •.y
--~-,,~ c:A{-lii -Pig: f, a -fact -tiúit' nuikes--me-wonder what wourd-happen-iY-one added ---

\", .•..
----- -----the--'ideoloCjical-para1ñeters l:fi~~St:rongerworarn~r~mstfcg-ana1yses ••• T.---

. J

'.
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1,; "J ,~,Y~iCSWOUldprOba~,lY raise the q~estion whether such a

conceptuaJ. framewor,kis' not -to begin with- one moreexample of
: .J~!t! . . .". .>'" . ,o.tf'"O"~~

dress~ng,an 1deolog1cal (political),often genuinely marxist or
,11, . • . , . r.

pseud~~r paramarxist). _.in sheep's clothes to "sell" as

"'S~ie~tifiC and a-poliücal"tm' 7'peers.This,again,highlights'
, I~ .'

the blurred border between'-paradigr:'. and ideology' reinforcing the

pOinttI. arr. t~Yin: io <:~ke,' ,,' ",

A misling paradigrrc in our analysis?:,
'~

';,'--;,ua,r;y of us 'alreadyare ,amixtuie-ornaturaland socTa!- sc1en::o----

tistsjatid,there£c:re',lllove:inside ,at leasttwo paradigtns ;-Those-o'f"--- c_"

I ':, ""uS,who. are'srronal v-comi tted ..to <¡ community-ori~nted--approach ..in ..--- ~.:,~.,t it _ .••~.•• l 1\ "~•. -~/ ~,--"

development work wonder if there is .._such:,athing as 'a ".people '_s~,," ".~
or villagers. ~aradigm,or.a E:'co~u21"~~ ..~o be_~eveloped"_p~!:ad~,r:JIlI_~.__~.I .. . .'
.If ':th~ answer is yes, would that mean that we~scientis ts Jneed tointé-

.gra\ehet another J t¡hi;d par~~i~?~~a~~g £~~~eo;o_f~ __~~i~~'::,-~::--'"'-
'-;iJi::i:H'I~XR¥ XII Ulee SG ~.f:lteB:fdielli -b~~~~-~~-l{~~~' failed rnost pre-

-_.--- --'c-ipit6usly-;-explaini'ng-why-'we ha~e- so often failed inthe field? IS
, " ¡, .'. -' ,,_. . ;" .

--n------CO~Sire~ing the integ,~áÜÓ'n--of~istnir(rpar-ad~gmtne--bas1.S- for a t.¡¡¡i'~--

.--.------dernoctatic '-approacil--to-uevej:opment?"'-' ---------.- ..-- -
':¡" ,..." . .' .'
. ,:;.ln-contendn-that .the~i-screpancy bea,een.-our--level-of -ana-ly-s.i-s-._.-....

. _. a..nªC>.&r1.:level.0i ..concr.ete ....acf~ns.J:)r.....p.ro:pasi.tions--fó~ciion.iS...;.part-----'.--.-.. ;f, , ¡" ',1 . .
of'ouf~'Ba:Z::Z:GKparadigrnx, uni!~_ed or not. we-,-!.~~()urs~.t~e.~;"iI'r;Consciously. _

__ •• ",.- •• ----'--.~. __ --'- •• - ••• --- n .••• -,- •••••• -. C"-. ----- ..' . --t'\--.-.----

or "notrno~t probably due to deep-rooted ideological barriers. ',_ .. _._ .._ _ _ 1-- -'" __n .;~__ - __ n --;-------. _n _

rA'case in ,point,again~n the area of foodand nutrition,was ~e
...:- • _', _. ,._. __ ~._~~, •• ~~::- __ .0 ., •• __ ., .--- •• - •• -':~--::-_-. -¡'-..--

1974 World Food Conference in Rorne.lt did not reallypoliticizethe .
" j~ . ...._ .._----- ..-- ._ ..._---_._-~.--_ .._._--~~--'--'''issueEBut it unified sorne paradi9llls.NowJeverybody ac:cepts -at an

:r. . ... .'--aha1ytTéar-Tevel;';'-diiit"hunger {sasodal scIenceconcept' and of
;'. t . - . ., _ .._. .__ ' _ ..1

-.,.---._.-. --SOC.1a~1.-sc~-ence-'s-=oncern,-especr.. a:1'lY',,-","'1-t-s~economJ:c C!lnd~.'oc~.opol1tical , . .1, l . . .f . . ..
__________------dete.rilIi-nants: and . -Gonsequences--{-' l. Bl2t at then~~vei--of--conc:rete---"-.:

__. --=~_._ac.tiohs'. to ....tacklethe .:.causes. identi fi ed, 1itt' e_...can-be...shown__a~ __ '_.--,,--¡
.. _-'- c __ 5r~.~_é!~ch:i~vern~!1-t!>.lCl.-.Y~.~-I,"~a.ftEirthe ConfE!~~Il9~,_~11~_H],~'ªtrating- '

:".. '. . . .,' . .")the d¡¡.screpancy just rnenhoned."... ...•....----. -------..:r~...-----.---, n •• -' '----:, ••• ,.--. ._---

____________ , .:. "_O _' . ~ ~. __ ._:.ii._....;;...._. _

)¡, .'~ ,I ~ ".. .,.. ¡-.~----.-~-t
¡r-'-'-'
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In the same above eontextsJone wonders,why have development

theories only very secondarily toue~ed on hunger and malnutrition

issues? In more reeent years,important :development doeuments-suehas

the Brand Cornroission R~ort,the Seheweningen Report and theLagos
A

Plan of Aetion;'hunger and malnutrition) @PTicitly --menti~
~k~"'" . clearly --------

but;have not beenJmade into _an inte_gral_ part of _the solution_.byJ~'-.(.,,(~

taekling the basie soe~al~njustiees a1::_its b_ase_~__(

Another thing to

withi~he modernization

).that" -'-_0 __.__ .-_ .••..

bare in mind following this ideaJis~o begin____o. __ __ __ .A .__

paradigm took it for granted that the soeieties

eharaeterized b~ industrial eapitalism were universally desired.In

fact, no people has~-eve-r-voted -fo~-c~pi tal -acewñrn~iaÜo~--~;_d--i;;du~:..---

--trialization", -¡ " 1': -- ..----.---- .------------------.--.--------.--

.. _._--~._- ..•-------_._-'-._---------_._---------_ ..--

Traseending narrow paradigms:

Do we .'leed to "esespe"from our narrow paradiqms,Kthe ones we

originally at,'quired in the bosom of our profession? If yes, the ques-

----- --- tiOi'l" is.)natula.lly) h-ow~By-Hniírn<i-a-~cozy niehe in our'paradJ.gmswe----
h ~\.t "'trI.!. •...,0 ¿M). ••.•.•

----------------tend oto -i:ose OUI'lIlorea:dol-e-scent--crtti:ca:l-c1p-p-r-o-a-e~h~ofWh1ehwe

--_c_e~r.tainJ.y-shoul<l-not~--ashamed.- •• ). f!any"-ef~-ar-e--s-t-H;l unhappy

________ fo z:_J)O t_go i I')g what we__.t.b_i_nLne.eds_to ....bfLdone-.Do..e.s_ ...thi.d....mea.n....we ....haYe. _

, l~st ~ur,ide':i_~sJ!R~.~su-r-~E!JII-deri!!9.to an outside reali1:Y we think we

eannot change? I s this part of accommodation? We often get involved
--------- .__... __.....y_ ..._._-----_.__._--_._._---------------------------------

more in what i~cadernicaiiY) than in what is important J

thus losing artieulation with local realities.

Adopting a new unifiedparadiqm may thus be equivalent}for
~r¡:,~;\ ~~('',,,,

somelto~a-second-adolescent cris~s in adulthood in which one ques-

------ ------T-o-member-s---of~ny -pr-efe9S ional~-d--i-t-i1s a gigant-i.-c--task-------

________ t9_...&how__their_paradiqm-to......be...wr.ong or on]y parcially rigl:lt It ir¡ emUl

______ a_m_o~enqiCJa!1~!c:tas~_~o_~!l~~~l!.a"~ the p~aB~.9!!! is wronq becausethe

ideology behi.mdl it is wrong.Herein líes the challenge for us towards

our peers,namely,helping the group making the transition.The risks

are foreseeable:being aeeused of incompetence when applying new,wi-
-------------,-------. _ . o{ior'''''' -

der concepts)traditionally outsidethe accepted paradiqm or~when

1ntegra-tTng--",1ththe paradJ.gm
nn

6fa
n

different discipline. Under these

------------------------------------------------------

'.
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circümstances~repressive actions are often taken against these young 7J . . .

absc~nders". l
.then

Ho,,' can we;ventilate our .frustrations within ourprofession?
I

The key c;¡uestion is whether the "dominating'!paradigm accepts the

idea of dialect.ic 'change: T~is not infrequently b.e.ing .the case, IBIKXthe

task."KlllIullixseemxxlllIxBeofcornmi tted scientists would be to increase
. '. 'i~' . 4~ ... ----.. -- ...--- ..----.--- .....• --- .. -.. --.- ------_ ..
the sontradictions andAPush for their resolution through open.cri-

ticism of field research,its validity and the interpretation of 'its

~. H __ re~Ul?~~ut how out _o~~nte~=-_~~~ ~.~

\ // __The defense ofl a paradigm by guild members usuallyeecomes \.

. ~./ .. as important as the defense, of--"their i:deologyithe -tonner-'1>asicaU.y

',beingthe .'same ideological -defense disgui.sed.-in--pr-G.f-essiona-l-and H'

'1 "
_:'>~cien,tif ic

~. h_._,..T e role of "thematic d.iscuss.ions~' ,_~?_~tiC!.~~~iplinary i!.'-_ !.'-~.-_ . _

tlilre,has,been highlighted by.some as a means to,break the isolation
" - -,-_."'._-_. . ------_ ..-.._._-_ .. __ ._---~-_ ..-.-. __ .,.. .._-_._--_ .._.__ ._-- ._.-._------

of individual paradigmsin an effort to come up with new,wider,lIlHlls
_ ••...••1::. ,!"-\7

more valid ones. ( l. The question remains,though,whether these.

'l'
ti

-- - ---- ..---in--Gha-ngi-n~.~ut: .-peer-s•.1:-5--it~()r.th'--o\ir-Hme~~~aftge-tftemT------

-,-- OLj;h?Uld.....W~ey.ote~.all ....our:...energies tO_J07OJ:.lLwjIIh the cornmunitj eS-ta ._

_ ...._.. h_~!P_~E!JIl_!>.r_.i:~9_._il.bout:_r:eal__5=l!~n.9_e.~L.c::~~_we.a.c::~elerate th_~~£.~ __º_f ..
hi5to~y vi"{V\changing:~lobal ,paradigmatic, ideological and poli tical E

. ¡I' .., .,---- -,----.;Ji.,i:l;Ii::--:¡,;;r-.f .
check~ and balances'~Jn,taking_on~new responsibilities? There certainly

---- ----.~-~--------.----- el ------ ...
is a iole for ~avant-garde raising a rallying call tó t;,scend narrow

paradig~ and helping to create awareness wavingi,an antitechnochratic
-hai-iner-.--- -----.--- -----

_f f eet-i-ve -~d -pert inent--actions-1l-c1:uai.--iy;:Ie iuglaken" in .-wtri:ctr-,ve-can--- ----

""- make,,1--positill.e-COnttib~-~~r-?we-have-bee.n-mou.,..aue::.ee..a.-f-ul.--iD~--._-
'i' --- '

__ .__.. y~!!~JJ.~Un.9._1;h~s~_,t~S~!Li.n th~Ji tera.t..ª~~¡ike. thJjLy~n-~rticl~~_.

rather than affecting real policj'esthllt push in the. right dire;ction
_._-----------.----_._.~_. o

-¡-

to t>vercórne.the major contradictions of underdevelopment.We are coming

outof the closet,true.We may even become rnainstream,but we run the

risk oí 'becoming one more passing fashion if we do not lÍll1k analysis'__. ._. __.._.. L._._. __.._.____._" ~-_---- __. ~.__..... . _
with actión. ( ) •



Paradigms and the ruling elites:
~rouble ,",,"l. ".r . .. .

~i~hat,W.~~le we engage ~n th~s b~z~~th~ne discussion,paradigrnati~
o-V\~<":'~' .•.~ ,J v ..•

pronouncements and principles~:arebe{ng. taken advantage of ,-on-an

everyday basis,by the pro status-quo ruling elites who have no real .- ..;.

l

In our I.~'c-fi r".
for only a

,
cornrnitments to meaniggful changes t.., improve the quali ty of ~ife . :I

-\,,'~, ~. . -i, Jlvtld"'''~ "-
of the lotjAthereforejallocate no or highly insufficient budg~:~~a~ _

to nobody's big surprise nothing much improves.

with dec ision makers we often set~leve _.0_._ .._ _.
thrshhold concensus.&ut incremental changes,.

somenol-lalways are taken advaritageliij"c)Cby--the eH tés, -- ---¡j\6st oft~~'

-the local bourgoisie. "Attempts -at gradual Lepairs'o"f~e'-'-"

sjstem are.-usually normative,often.-<:arried.-out in a token-f-a-shion .--- ..
a

and somet.imes Pl;.n naif. UnfortunatelY-4r.e.ality ..seems.to_ shoM....t.hat.__ .....

ideas born in di.plomacy, stressinjLl!.~~o.~y r_ather than conflict are

11awed and end up leaving things as they are. ( .)

The ruling class is not ignorant,but rather reactionary;there-
----------- ------ __ o

fore,little is accidental about the problems of underdevelapment.
- ~~ ,~ • • ._. ._. ----------_.------------ 0

The search for a deeper concensus with decisiom mllkers impinges on

---Wh"R'"Ts---rae"o'1ogicaTly-hc1t. or illicit.The-roefeire~- improvimg the

.------ .-- ...-dialogue -is--not -possi.ble-UucJdng.-tm---the.~ntradictions'04'~he-sys'-----

.tem)when...;,i,deolag iea l-bar r -iers--ar-e-at-5 tak-e..-l1'his- .inev i-tably meaftS

we.nt=.e<:1. tQ-get. -prepared. .tor _s.ome...kind...oL..conf.licL.and ..confIont ati on

Solving longstand'ing_cc:mt!.a-ª-ic~i~ll~_a_n~_~us.!:;c~~ __~~~.~~ aI!º- .
• --------- - - -- -_._- _. •. o.. . l..•,..•.•~ F- ,...,

protracted time and involves an organized struggle. ( ).In last----.-------.---- _.__...-_..--:;;;--t---~
instance,the biggest agr~sor and violator of human righta inherently

---------._._-_. --------------- ._._-------------------------------------------------
is the capitalist system and that denunciation alone has no big

publicity interest and only few are willing to listen to it. ( ) .

_._._------ .~._-----_._-----_.._---_._----------._----------------------------------

_. . . ._0 .

-------._.----_. __ ._._--_.--_ ..------_. _._.----------------_._-----------------------

.- .
-- .__ .- ---- --- .------_._-_._------_._--_.-------------------------------------

... ---- ------------------------------------------

.~._"..- ..•.•...•.-..-



I
Tacy.l~ng the basic causes oí rnaldcvcloprnent:

is not necessarily
behind quite
a:xa:tkex reactio-,.

We tend to forget tnat '~sci~ntific approach
. ~t even

.--a aernocratic .approach.ActuallY,.J!lIx:t1l often ix .•....hides
" "

nary ix:tex:tisR prernises.

The basic or macro cau-

in third world countries
The liasic causes:of widespread' ill-hea!E1~, for example,.zaxe.lIlIR! are

seldornaddresses in?Utif~cien~ ':dep.t.~_!,ymany eDi our comleagues thus

distancing their analyses from actual realityJ Class"::i:ssue-s are-'tra-

ditionally .absent in most sets .of-analyses as, are the.-ov-er-eonswnption .

.11abit~ of .the haves caus ing :the imbalances .obser'ved ..in. the _.equation _._.._.

that leads to _u?equal. access to the benefi ts of developmen~.~ _

f
I
I-":~ __ .._._ _---_._"-- -_._. .. .. ,.~ --_ _.--"

ses, a~ depicted in' Flg. 1) set the constraints that make more techni-
..,-;~ .. .... .-" ... ". __ .. ,.. ._-- --------,._---- ,,_ .. _ ....------~---- ---_ ....

cal interventions hopeless. Real ,longstanding solutions, therefore" de-

-' --pend!n the' idéntifica tion a'nd-s"¡ili'sequent-táckling of--t:nese--bas re- --o --
. ¡

~ \
causes. ( -)

__... t~at __th~s _~~~~s_~: ..:_~a_t...__c_o~~~~~~-s- so,:_g~_~_!r0J:!lus, then,

ment •. The fact that nothing much is happening or hashappened in the
_________._. ,~any

past in",development projects is precisely the problem that should

- ----f--ciice:.:s to:-reéc)nsider-'our role in th~-~l;'~~'!.!.iiew.'i~i:~ ~~!..~~ve) .__..\
. :~ . , ","'

--invol \,,~_j in actions'wi tn-shórt:~-nvem-S'\lccEHfs.añd:....wrEña"'-grThrIH5u.-re:
,., -- ., .1.¡. .

-- ..-,.-'!.l'-overty --condi tions --ftave---te-be""'Const-ant-l:y~r--e-ted-----aM~-r""e••.9',...-e----

_____________ -v- ner_a.t_e_d_for.hung.er_andJna1nutri.tion -to go hack....to_out ]eading~",, _
, .. ' .~

__" .P_~~__=__~c:?. pe!~_i.st__or __g;-_'?~_J..B_~.__~-ºc:.;~_t:y..!__•• It_is~Ac3:~r such_ci~_~~Il:: _

ces that the superstrmcrture of the s~ci~~~~he~ws ~nd the insti-
------------------- .. ---- _. -- -----. --_.. w.: \~. I f: ...

tutio~s which imple!Oent the'laws- aEEEa acts as a constraint ••• ( ).
- --~_ .. ----_.-' ----- t-he. ----------------

Hungei, therefore ,may appear to be caused by;::'inadequate' food intake
~ __ . .J__...:... _ --------------------- ---------- ..--- -- .'

of :a JlUmber of individuals ,but this phenomenon is only the tailend.
___ .. ~ ..1 . .. _. '. __ ._ _ ._llL.:....-L.._" __
of a process which has its origins even outsideof the country.( ).

'I! 1: ~ .:

~----------~tlerst'an'tling-the'J:)a-s'H::--ca"üsémUñger re-qüíres an understand~ng
__ ~ - "..•.J,....,l. ..

---_ --~f--~he__basi1:::_eauses_1)£--underdeve;lopment! ( ) •
11 ' ,.'

_____ o • :..Many_.of~_.llave_been sayi ng_..and..._wrlling-hcw-important-the has ic .•
•• l' ,t '!' .

~. c:.a_I:!!>~S_~~,~O!!l~n..E.írOIt!...jl__vea...hºnes,t_ ~ia~Ll:lu~ ve ª~~_~o_~doing too
"",C"\v.~ ,.

_______ much..-.:t_o_._c~_r_r_e_c_t__th_e_m_~~~e_r_._~ehave left unexploited"alternative

interventions such as working on peasant unioniiatioñ, schemes iri soioe
.. " _ . _. J1' 'J ,

-'- --- --- --_.- ---.--- .. _--,---- ._.- -' ---------------'.-'----.---.---- _. ,i' - " .: ~I" .~:~':"

ripe contexts,or on minimumwages (Le. indexing. one hour of sa:Lari~d

.-----~ork"""iothe -cost of- 1 ~g- of staple food or of some mixed consumerf",J
___ o ..,..-_~ - _.~_~ __ ._ ••. • __ • • •••••• ----~---.---------------'--



directly -
basket) ,or;:C;-nemployrnent generatingstrategies,or on alternatives J •.•
~~ . given

----to"distorting con~umer subsidiesrat theexpense of --food--producers

thus transfering _wealth fromthe.rural. _to-the ¥rban popul.ations.---------

The 9ifficulty ~n identifying bssic cause~ s with a potentiaL _

for a corrective acti~n has been argued by sorne as being the bottle

neck for starting interventions in this domain.This,certainly, •••

maXKB is a poor excuse for inaction.Arriving at options for aetion

against basic causes may be more diffieult at the national level,but
- --- -_-usuadJ.Y-- _

not necessarilY,at 'the ,local level'-:where interventions"remain more

manageable.

-Thwchallenging question~:-th~~-comeup---at -'this-po-ínt,u'e-,------

- - -~nwe at all--measure -and-quanti-fy--basic-eauses--and-i-f---yes~w--IlIOs-t;------

ef fecti vely?¡s itworthor feasi!?le-to..:..concei1l.e.._ILCOok~ook~.pe ._

ehecklist of data needed at the village and national level to eva-
• 0.",,1 ""\...L.....,¡''"'''ft'',,-t, .. -,~ - .----_.. - -~- .--.--------~_.~-

luate the basic =~u~~s?_¡~~ p~:vious_~~!'.e~ __I tn_'e__d__j_u_s_t_s_u_c_h__a_n_a_p_- _

proach based on my experience in two African eountries where 1 worked

on the subjeet. ( ). .

... -~
I

-----_._- - .,--_ •• _- ._-_._----------.-, --_.-----~- ----- __ o •

Once the basic causes are identified and even perhaps ten-

---- -----tative1y-quanhfied, one nas to' ask oneself- what are objeetively the
. ~~~

-chances o£ dóing-something-about~hem/-esp-ecially ,:wh-retr ioox----more--pro-.•.--

----missinp ------------ .__c ------------------ -----------------------

__________________1 think _ij;.._is a _fallaey_to_argue _that the-Alternativ.e. _._.~.~__ ~_

KlIlIitk:i:K~ lIlIX XIlxJUUi:e EB:K Be "'Ihl~& ~1II_:~~~_~~JlZD is to- - -- in---

__ ~c:._~o~~~g,~.=_.,c.~aa_l__~-'~utr~ tion _~t_l1n_~here~se _until the major

eontradietions behind the basic ea{i:ses aré resolved.Rather,we should

get involved in doing things that"will ultimately direetly affect,
----- - --.__ ."-------- - -_._-_.'-------_ ..._--------------------- .._------------

say, haalth and nutrition ,but that'are'also primarily related to

------------s.ome'-'-6-t- the-'basic causes. Inll other words, theprobI-ems we observe

------1.-n-;rea-lthand nutr1~iOn'orll-ny-,;réa: "shCl\lld al! bet!Ye-"'Openersor ood -

-- -:::.:-----jKliflt-s -of -entr:y~o- quicklY-(]et-'--to- ~-imder-l-ying-~ieeeGnemi-e- -----
I . :.~.. ._ "".

__ "__ ..determinants_. O.f...Jiujthese -prob1ems-lie~uldstar.t- maki1:&9 it part

__________ o.!_C?_~!:E_o~census~hªL~~c1Y1Í~al'intE!Iv~l}-tions tha ~~_t__t__a_c__k_o_n_ly _

the immediate and"-Uríderlying callses~a~e only worthwhile if used-------------~--._-
together with actions addressing the basie causes or if used as

vehicles for con~cience raising an'd mobilization. ¡-"tI. c.." o.'r(lI<"C~ .v~~\'j
__ o - ----~~"'~-~J~'t~"t~~~~fV\'\cr~"l~-f..,...j(lil ~d~ .



1I

.. l'------_._----_._--- _.__ .

i, ,.,¡ One Jinal intersting obsérva.tion that has been rnade in

this context is ~that,.catas:tropl:lies. (either natural oi man-rnade)
l' !~ ~

havé often been quanturn leap opportunities to attack basiccause's .--{ ).

Th~,r,tasons, ,for thisare not ,a~Jays very'clear,hut sórnetirnes ca,tas-

_trc¡ph,tes ,are thelast 'drop in ~he buckE;!tof the patience 0f..él:,!'.e-,~pl.e

that decides .to ,take a párt.of their future in theirown hands and
f'

thus wipe out ,sorne.,o.fthe longStanéling injustices and inequities.• 'k- ,
( 1f ,- ,,'

!J.. cri tical look at what we do:

,:i 'lnour efforts work~nc;¡,to ~ri.I!g about developrnent we ~ften "~'.,~L. '
act as-if the farrnars were :the prirnary obstacle te developrnent~",~r,. ,-- " ,-, -; C ,'e ,----- -. - •• , --.-" '--'-.---~ .• -

This,ata tir.le when weare witnessingan extern~lization of the~atio-
í ,i~o --, ~ . ' -""-----.---- --- . - .... -.,-.---------, --"'

nal' e~oiuniesof rnany third werld countries which per-se is resulting
1:11," ,,-, -, _ . ' ,,'-,- - ,'----.---.," ,-- - , ' ,-.---,' "-- --.- - ,,- .. -

in :fu~ther- pauperization wii:h _its rnany-associated problerns.These
I::f~>i _'_,-, ,'. _ ',._,~_. ,_ ,- _.. ,,_' ,'_' . __ "'_.".. __ "" ,

'countiies.are -thus, to' sorne extent, i1nporting poverty and hunger. '

wn~le,llwe~OOk -st thesé 'C~nseéIue.~ces-of 'the 'Proc~ss 'of--transná:t-n>rtn~---

,-zati0l'l,tra.n,snat~onal cor-poriltü>m; -in--al-l-i-ance--ane~ollusi-on--wi-th -------,
" L ' , ",-

______-_,_ ..th~.1_6,cal ,éli tesare.l.ooking..a~d..study.ing,.t.he_transnati OoaJ ; zati on

, , '(I)é~.!.o ~'!,!o;" t.he!llt~ inc~eas~_!:l}eir sales. we;a~ __ -_.c"
1! .' '. , ",' _ ' ,,'

therefore, fighting an uneven battle that we are doorned to lose¡- ~¡. ~~- " ,--- '/---' _.---'----_.:..----~~-_.--,-----~;-,-~.---':-----_.~---------
we ,are looking at solving the consequences while they are busily-~~'.l'---'--.- " _,,, .:.,,i,,, '"., "--'-'-~--------'----'C'-"-'~----,'-, --

incre~sing the numbers oi our fu~ure beneficiaries.Under these cir- .."~------ ..-,--,,,I-.--. ,'-" .--- " -'.---.', - -----,--", "'--, -~-- ---"-- .,--~---c , '-- --- ...,"
, curnstances ,bringing services to 'the people is strictly rnissionary •.••J.

_____________, '.~i ',' ,',,__, "_ '.-' . '0 - , • " .,', ,----------
paliative. ' , "

..---,-'- ---- t"t-on 'the-otne!-t¡~mf~Í"n-our~--worK:-We1'l.eJ:pgeñ-erat:e a lot

""'----~f-j3;-n11rm~HOn-ilbe-u<t--t-he-~el~tProceS$ j the: question is, for

. . ~ __w,horn..does__í,t .mak,e_a.dj fferencéto..Jlalle thj s oew--in£ormation?-1'o.-----~-
, ¡, '!~' ,ruling "',' r

, ~iS.~..ac'de!llj,~S?_to~.h~t\~lj~~!??-~~~,(),,-th~farJ!l!'!r;,!U~Il_ª.J:he..¡g:ºªI1Jl:Qor?,.__ ._'_'_

Experi,ence shows that 'it i5 hardly the latter group that benefits,----"- ,------ '-'c---C ----. ------- .
despite the fact that rnost.research is launched 1ook~ng for viable-,---.-'-....-------'--l------~- -------------.-~-.-.-~~-, ~--.-~,~--~--~~--'-~--~-~--

- solutions to their problerns.We lose perspective i.JIlthe process.

'---"---P~¿-h~~S '~~-~h.oul,d.b_;-fe~Sinterested, in c~ilectin9 hard data of
'::~,'. , ,,' ',' ,--"._,---'---' -'------ -- ,'------._----_.---.--..-.------ - "-friñrte-d--tras-cend-enc~and should be more interested' in.keeping tr.ck.

"'1" • • '

--~---'-,~Of1th~--aii'eCnOñ~ODar-éñ~nges affechng' the" p60r. OnTy'~~th"""'e=n"--------
"', '~'

,_.- ---~l-d~,~-bepreparéd-1:o--eo~h !lome of-the detrifñenta-1 ---e~f~f-e"'c"ts------
, Jr,.. '. ,.,'--.

_____ ' ..__.aLXhese Jnacro _~es..:..on the lower illcollle group8
, • 1 '

-"------~- -~. __ o ••• .,.~.~ •• _._ •• ~~~ __ ~~~ ~ ~~ '_'~_,,
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One wonders,then,if it is an aporopriate response to keep calling I~

for more research to understand"theroots of underdeveloprnent"J

as i t is ~too often proposed in sch6larly discourse. If the Z"<:!searchelrs

miss the forest 'when they look at.the trees because they fail to
l i.~

set aside their per~ptions andhpreconceptions inherent to their

paradigm) funds are never going to be lilil allocated for tasks di-

rectly respondingto local needs,lessso in light of an objectively

worsening globál situation for the underdeveloped countries. When100-

king at the local realities together with the peopleJ ,challenge
~~

for us ~~hOUldbecom to help thern-t.?-make ~those needs a ri-gh~t----añO-

--that is a p~litical step in which'we~have~'consistently--failed~-4fech- ~-~

nical -expertise ?as to be-put~~-at~-the--s-ervice-of--soc~ial-change.----

___ ~~_It is dIff icul t to~~argue that _..all_.technical~j,nt~erv.eQtions ~~~ _

a!"e n~ good by themselves. A5t0c>~d_exampleis!'l~_~mm_uniz~t:j.~~~campai9Il~_

What gets often lost in the enthusiasm for the potential bemefits ef

such a campaign is t? put its benefits in the proper context of how

much it is really contributing to the wellbeing of a population.

Are we going to be saving a child from dying from khooping cough
a.simple

-~--- or--rneasles just tó-~maYenmiñ-aJi¡e--r:-i0tn¡:ararrneaDecaus-e~orñ~srnaTnu-

------~~ --~rition?~he-Dnrnuni:zation-campaign has onlycr1:Dnited potential--mpact~'-~--

.. " l" f l' °ff •~bfePhoor . . .:l' 1..-on .~mpr-ov~ngt:le -qu~ ~t-y~~ - 3.. el.~ -et er-~nterven-t-l.ons __l.r~c-t y-----.

- .__addre.ssing_~the ;~problems~-.OLpoy..er..ty_are--llotj)eing.oI"XB ••• al imple-

_________~~ll\.ent~.d~~im~~l~~~n~~~¥~_!Jhi~--.á-~~w!la~_~e~ºIl~t:~!lth~_~n~ed_to be remin_<!E!-ª_o_f.
~I.&••-\i "'iI

Otherwise we are cheating ourselves and,worse~~he beneficiaries and
_._ .. - _. ------------- ------- _. -------.>_ ... -----_.-

the taxpayers (or international organizationslwho are footing the bill.
----------------~------------- -_.------_ ...•.•_--------------------~

_______ ._.To -fi.9ht-the.-batt.1 e against <;-westerni-zation and modero; zatiop

.._~~~~~ a~....:e~a!!lplesO; maideieloP}!'-~Il~__~1tce~ting an~C1VeraJ,lftegª_tive imp~ªc_!J _.1-
____ . ~=_~~:ed to ~d~~~~~IlI~ne(and~os~~L£_,!il todo~~~~~_.!~ ourenemi~~e: __ ~

the ones that put brakes ~~~he most needed' changes.This is vital to
---------_._-_. - - -- -- .. _ .. _ ..._._---_. --- .- ._------_._-_._--------------~--------

plan our strategy and our moves to maximize real develoment qoals.

Thér~ are at least three cateqories'of such enemies.One is internal

-----~::the loca-l ~~b6urgeoisfe-- and two-are-externai;i!lut.exert their influence

-- ....UÜ.ough-me-06ur-g-eo1Ir-governments. ";'tráfiSnau~()nal corpo~t.n r~t ~~~~ l.Ti¡ ••¡;;,t ..
~'Q,).,~\n'.\ . ai)lh'i,¡,,,:¡ "":J~""'"

--~--fore"Í:9n-a-id-. ---- . i"tl •.~"1 .~.
l.

--- ------------_._-----------------------~------------------

------ ._~---------_._._--- ~-.- -- - ---------- --_._---------------------
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I
1,

Witb fcreign aid,be it bilateralor multilateral,we fa ce the n
problem that it is an ideological -charade 1:0 "d-ecide"",,:hichpart-'of -it:

is .good and which .is bad.With perhaps _countedexceptions,foreign..aid

follow5 western models 0$ de'Jelopment,be it subtly or over:t;ly. lt
.'

intr.duces external resources that either divert e~isting resour-..- •.~. '-- -' .. - :...t: .'. - --_ ... _.,.. _,_.,---~.-._._. -

ces fbr new,differént purposes'or provide! !3ervic,es and goods ata le-

vel nbt possible to maintain with local resourc~~ théreaf~er. { ~.
-(:,1',,1 • '. --- - ---- ---~. ~-,---" ..-.

Does this mean,/oreign aid h"a~to be rejected in most cases? 15 fo-

reign aid patching major contradictions--in --third world societieS?---.--'

-~ Would no aia make-internal -Clas-s--coñ-trádiélt'ions -more----.-.

acute. ,a~d thus prompt earlier structural -change-s-"in-;:those---societ'i-e-s?

.I have ..dealt .with these .topics ..:elsewhere,but ;j.ust-wanted -to .highlight
{ .. ,"

l.
i

them ~ere again.{ _J._
"

I Under these circurnstancés,alternative development strategies
¡. . f---;--" --- .-'---' -.~ --.- ., ....-- .. -----. --- ..------..--.--------- ...--..- -..- ..

n'eed 'to be found and £ollowed.lnany set of thes~alternatives,ele-

me~t~t'o,f'at l:a~-~--~;~~-fo~~O\,..¿~~;-;~~~~~-p~~~--~ill-h~~~:t;- be c~~~'¡;~re~~--'
.__ ._---_. __ ._---_ .._-----_. .- ~._--_•...--_ •..._-

l)We {.;ill have to embark in aprocess of de-westernization incorpo-
-- ..-.----.--- ..-- .._.J -- - ------------.--.--------------------.-------- .-.--.----------

.ating indigenous and endogenous development,i.e. the incorporation
, .' ~, " . - "

--------0-£-. -t-r-aanroiiárméCliCTiiecS"rtradJ. hc:mar-a-g-r-J.-c-u~l~t-u-r-a-l~-practJ.ces.( ) .
This 'approach includes an emphasis.on:_adapi:ation rather than adoption.

----------Sorne -people 'have --even-called"'for-a-\i"e-we-sternizatioll-of-;:he-west1.--------
. ~mitant > •

------ -fo110wing this-idea--e-Ven--~urther~--,--------~-

JI

_____~lJ)_~c,entrali zª~i..Cln_jm9_d~m.o_c:rati~.ªtion~~ __q~~~Q!1.~I)J.aK~rocess ' ..-,..
~~,'} -..•:

_____ 't:.~__e~anning,,~_<!:_.!~~~_x_ecutionof development plans. ( l.A popular

__p~!ti,~ipatory app::..o.~~!:_wil_l,--_~ave_tocome as +~~lectic reactíon to

conse:cutive failu.res.

3)Our,,'level of involvement in .field work will have to change consecu-
---------------_ ..__ ..-- ... --_ .. -----. - ,_._- - -_._-~----_._-_..••...•.. _ .._._._----- ._----------~-

tivelyfollowing three steps.ln'a first approach,one solicits the

part:iJcipatT6ñ-óTthecoiiiiriüiiÚy---riiligiven projeét. Particl.pa hon .has---' ---
turned-out'''to-be-rrarmless-tor-ttre vested :blterests and-i:s;'therefol:e,

----_~u-l-ar -appendage-of~veFY----lJ6ver~-t7A-~ le •••el oal-16----,
'1 ~

for 6utrigh~_c~nscio~snessraisin9-0f~-p~pula~A~ tbird
'~

, level',an effort is 'made towards the mobilization of the masses,thus
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effec{tively empowering the poor~ { t. What thishighlightB iB that----e;.:¡--- --------- ..----- . ' ..,'"..-' '..-..
call~ for cornmunity participationor for self-reliancewill remain

---- -------_._-,._---¡, ..- .---,,._-_.,--_._--- -- .~-_._-_..__ ..,---
empty deeds without a process of political mobilization in whiéh we

.,'---._-_ .._-_.-.- ---- ._-_.... ...._.__ .._-----------~-----------_._-~--~----------,
beco~e actors 0..1" y,¡r.1i • ,l' I
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It is interesting to note ti1at people also find~novel r'adaptive l't

. "
alternatives to copewith hardship;.In each country,poor populations

have developed "survival strategies"'~~-.:ldapt to .,;¡dverseeconomic'E
'.;.s .

conoitions witnAshortages of all sorts.These strategieszange
~~.-\(\"",,\\\; ':"~'~"\"" ,'(e.!?

from increas ing household crowding coñdl tion~, to seeking" heal til. ~a:r.E!.__....

in emergency rooms of hospitais,t~ increasing percentagerof income

spent on fooo thus cutting onnon-food expenditures including on
- ~ - .~. -_._--------._----- _._-~-- ..._-----~-_ ..

public transportation,topetting free food from any (or even several)
_. •• o" •• ._._~_. • _ •• _. _. . ••

government and/ot private agency food distribution outlet¡.This be-~~,i~...
haviour \'-1'1 Hly maximizes;::""f«O'availcilileoption,,¡ --given'-th-e.- -- ..

.harsh. cons tra ints¡.thus '-proving""the'---:inmi.te-popularwisdom--vhicn--we.._..-- ..

. soseldom give credit too .!fhese .sur-vival .strategies .become 4nc-Feasi-ngly

k.een when .the process ..of .socioeconomicand_political changes continue ....

to deteriorate 50 that there o~:t.E!n_is~ ~éi9.~oime.!>e.~_o~~~~!:~.!.io:r~~i()l1'
o~ ••••

tí. health and nutrition indicators in the vulnerable groups beginlto
.-.-... 0'_- ... - .... - ...-...- .. '.__0.._"__' o •• 0....--.0----.-0 -'~'\~l:ri~Ol;f.,-I;"--;-"J

show.Therefoee,despite an.- o objective deterioration~hat make
------------ ..- -.------ - ------weli . -.-._.-"U'<"t~~e

the basic causes of hungerAmore .dominant,o~~~me improvernents

_. .u. in ~~~;r{~~icator5----------.--f-O-llWII-.~ •.;:epast -t:;~n.dr(i.e. Chile under

-----------------------,.- ---------
The limits oí traditional project evaluation:

Under the optic of what this paper presents,the traditional
. -_ .. ------ _._-------------- --------------

evaluation process comes under question.This process is designed to

-----.-- -ma1l:e--si.ire-That-.tE!cliiircaT iriterveritions become-moree'ffective and

------ "'---cost-eff ecti ve ;'l'est"ing .-to"ften-"faulty) hyp-othetica1:-ffrem~'se~"""15l"o;o--- -

----- --4eets --or-ef~-eqeam--eompenent.s tilat do not--wcrk in the--fi~~-ly--n.
'\ ••.••U

_________ d_ep~nds....an......a.sk..ing..ihe-tighynesti ene, wb;eh mest aften" we a re not •••t:,;loO-

______ T_h_e_s_e_.~es.to.!Q..n~_t,l;:~"_fr~~~.by the paradigm and ideology of the ques-
o , ••• ~ !I~""'\o. (0.'" olJ'-,. •••~

'l tioner as well.llI°~~. tl6 a"'.concrete role tor us,thenJAca.good starting

pOint~~lq~~ng~~,;1i~~~~:~~ ~i\~severe lim:tatio::~~,,~1M ito~ ,. A~l ~ .
...-.-.-~"""----------------wt ••{t'''J¡'''''''\a~--------

show what is wrong with¡. in each specific context~__ developl":i
.- --_._-_._-----------_ ...-. ...•...._--------------------_.-

perhaps new evaluation protocols that look more ZBxaxBS at changes

u.--------~~ácr6--(baslcl.de ..termi-ñiÚltsetlt'V ~,-t~ -------
Wheri°t)l:al1fié-rs:1iavé~radl tJ.onal evtflüR1.on';:n mJ.n'a.;r)"fOjeCt"stena to

_ o~;~~r"jt~
__ o ------be -des-iqned .-h:!pert-argert-ing---t:hei-r---'ifrterventions)-.l.to1:he' .~ ...•••.1"'lui'" ~_ .__e..t . , r' 'J ?

lowex...tl1e .infant olllortality.rate*-~'t hap,penii....at-Un:¡ the-fi.rat vilae of-,-J4_f~*:15 aRICEE 15 GOSl J.n such a rJ.s ••• ?
._-- -------------- ----------- -------------------------_._-----_._---

mailto:-ma1l:e--si.ire-That-
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J:-

.-'Other indicatorsof quality of life,that go beyond the first U

year of life, obviously need to be monitored -as-w(;!ll to -pass -juoge-''''.'

ment on project success and thus _need to be part of any.new--flXlllIx8--c-..

evaluation protocolo

In conclusion:
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'-'-Mar,}' question's navé'been:: c:ised-iii --Hi-is -papér. __ ..
dt.•.vl~ ", '~L .

.-- ..-----....'---.L"do-not--have-aH-t:he-answers-; -:-I-nop'e-reaCiers o.V! s-\i~;vl~~~contribu-
~"v-\\..t.,. " .. . _.~',,\, .••~~, ,

t,e./.- Oto _th~s old d 1J1:~, ••¡ --that 1, WCyy:¡ -s o-many-of--us •..
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