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URBANISH AS A WAY. OF LIFE
I
Louls Wirth

I. AP CITY AND CON LMPOJn&X DIVIHT/ATION Just as the begin-
ning of webtern civilization is marked by the permanent settlement
of formerly! nomadic peoples in the Medyterranean basin, sc¢ thebegin
ning of wha% is distinctively modern inibur civilization is best

: 1
- signalized by the growth of great cities., Nowhere has mankind been

if

) B . . L3
farther removed from organic nature than under the conditions of life
i

\Fharacteristic of great cities. The contemporary world no longer
L}

presents a picture of small isolated grdups of human beings scattered

over a vast territory, as Sumner descrlbed prlmltlve society. ( 1 )

The dlstlnctlve feature of the mode of 11v1ng of man in the modern

E

age is his concentratlon Lnto glvantlc aggrewat1ons around which

cluster lesser centers and from wh1ch radlate the ideas andpractices
!

ethat we call civilization. i

r’ The degrce to which the contemporary world may be said to be
"urban" is not fully or accurately measured by the proportion of the

total pOpulat1on living in cities. The;1nf1uences which cities exert

}

upon the soc1a1 life of man are greater than the ratio of the urban

population would indicate, for the c1ty}1s not only in ever larger

degrees the; dwelling~place and the workshop of modern man, but it is

the 1n1t1atgng and controlling center oﬁ economic, political, and

cultural li%e that has drawn the most rémote parts of the world into
LP cosmos, ! ' - {
: h

The growth of cities and the urbanlzatlon of the world 1is one

of the most'lmpre551ve facts of modern times., Although it 1is impos

sible to state precisely what proportio? of the estimated tbtal world
population of approximately 1,800,000, OOU is urban, 69.2 per cent of
the total pppulutlon of those countr1es§tﬂat do distinguish bet.ecen
urban and rural areas is urban. (2) Codsidering the fact. moreover,

i
bl .
b

Reprinted from The American Journal of Sociology, vol. 44 (Ju1y1938)
by permission of the author and the publ1sher. (Copyx1"ht 1938 by
The American Journal of Sociology.) *

1. William Graham Sumner, Folkways | (Foston, 1906), p. 12.

2., S.V. Pearson, The Growth and D1str1but10n of Population (New
York, 1935), p 211. ;
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that.the world's populatioofis very unevenly distributed and that
“the growth of‘cities,iS'notivery-far_advanced}in some df the countries
%hat?hafe only. recently .been: touched by indugtrialiém, this average
Adnderstatesvxhelextent to which urban concentration;has proceeded in
those countries where: the: impact of -the industrial revolutionhasteen
thore forceful and -of less recent date.: ThisWéhift-from a rural _to a
predominantly .urbanisociety, which has: taken| place within. the;span of
‘ a'single‘generation*in-suchhindustriélized aréas aSMthe.UnitedStates

and ‘Japan, has been accompanied by profound iohanges in . virtually

\fvery phase -of social . 11feo It is these changes and their ramifica-

~ tions. that ‘invite the attention of the. s001ologlst to the study of

/the differences between the rural and, the. urban mode -of. living.; ‘The

'pursu1t of this interest is ‘an indispensable: prerequ1s1te .i for :the

comprehens1on and possible mastery of some of the most - crucial
contemporary problems of s%clal 11fe s1nce 1thls 11ke1y to furnish

s

one .of the most reveallng perspect1ves for the understand1ng .of,the

Iongo1ng changes in human nature and the soclal order. (3)

1«'.7

+ . Since the city is the ‘product of growth rather, than .of 1nstanta
‘néous creation, it is to bé expected that the.;influences . «which it
exerts upon the modes :of life should Inot bem able . :to wipe evﬂout
-bcompletely the previously dominant ..modes of human association, . To
a greater orilesser degree, therefore, our social.life bears . ‘the
imprint of an earlier folk society, the characteristic modes..of:. set

.tlement of which were the farm, the manor, ap%,the&village. .. This
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_ 3. Whéereas rural lifeé in the United States has'for a long time
-been a subject of considerable interest on the part of governmental
bureaus, .the most. notable case of a comprehen51ve report belng that
subm1tted by the Country Life CommisSion to 'President "Theodore
.Roosevelt. in19094:it"is .worthy of note that no equally comprehensiwe
official inguiry into urban life was undertaken until the establish
ment of a Research Committee on Urbanism of the National ‘Resources—

Committee. (Cf* Our Cities: Their.Role in‘the National Economy
(Washington:, - ‘Government . Pr1nt1ng Off1ce9 1937) S SR B
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This historic influence is reinforced by the circumstance that the
population of the city itself is in large measure recruited from the
countryside, where a mode of life reminiscent of this earlier form
of existence persists. Hence we should not expect to find abrupt
and discontinous variation between urban and rural types of
personality. The city and the country may be regarded as two poles

in reference to one or the other of which all human settlementstend

. to arrange themselves. In viewing urban-industrial and rural- folk

society as ideal types of communities, we may obtain a perspective
for the analysis of the basic models of human association as they

appear in contemporary civilization,

II, A SOCIOLOGICAL DEFINITION OF THE CITY., Despite the prepon
derant significance of the city in our civilization, however, our
knowledge of the nature of urbanism and the process of urbanization
is meager. Many attempts have indeed been made to isolate} the
distinguishing characteristics of urban life. Geographers, histori
ans, economistis, and political scientists have incorporated the
points of view of their respective disciplines into diverse defini-
tions of the city. While in no sense intended to supersede these,
the formulation of a sociological approach to the city may inciden
tally serve to call attention to the interrelations between them by
emphasizing the peculiar characteristics of the city as a particular
form of human association. A sociologically significant definition
of the city seeks to select those elements of urbanism which mark

it as a distinctive mode of human group life.

The characterization of a community as urban on the basis of
size alone is obviously arbitrary. It is difficult to defend the
present census definition which designates a commodity of 2,500
and above as urban and all others as rural., The situation would
be the same if the criterion were 4,000, 8,000, 10,000, 25,000, or
100,000 population, for although in the latter case we might feel
that we were more nearly dealing with an urban aggrezate than would

be the case in communities of lesser size, no definition of wbanism



can hope to be cempletely satisfying as long as numbers are regarded
as the sole criterion. Moreover,it is not difficult to demonstrate
that communities of less than the arbitrarily set number of in
habitants lying with the range of influence of metropolitan centers

have greater claim to recognition as urban communities than do larger
ones leading a more isolated existence in a predominantly rural area
Finally, it should be recognized that census definitions are wunduly
influenced by the fact that the city, statistically speaking, is
always an administrative concept in that the corporate limits play a
decisive role in delineating the urban area. Nowhere is this more
clearly apparent than in the concentrations of population on the
peripheries of great metropolitan centers which cross arbitrary

administrative boundaries of city, county, state, and nation.

As long as we identify urbanism with the physical entity of the
city, viewing it merely as rigidly delimited in space, and proceed
as if urban attributes abruptly ceased to be manifested beyond an
arbitrary boundary line, we are not likely to arrive at any adequate
conception of urbanism as a mode of life, The technological devel
opments in transportation and communication which virtually mark a
new epoch in human history have accentuated the role of cities as
dominant elements in our civilization and have enourmously extended
the urban mode of living beyond the confines of the city itself. The
dominance of the city, especially of the great city, may be regarded
as a consequence of the concentration in cities of industrial and
commercial, financial and administrative facilities and activities,
transportation and communication lines, and cultural and recreational
equipment such as the press, radio stations, theaters, libraries,
museums, concert halls, operas, hospitals, higher educational institu
tions, research and publishing centers, professional organizations,
and religious and welfare institutions. Weré it not for the attrac
tion and suggestions that the city exerts through these instrumental

ities upon de rural population, the differences between the rural



and the urban modes of life would be even greater than they are,
;/Urbanization no longer denotes merely the process by which persons
are attracted to a place called the city and incorporated into 1its
system of life., It refers also to that cumulative accentuation of
the characteristics distinctive of the mode of life which is assgo
ciated with the growth of cities, and finally to the changes in the
direction of modes of life recognized as urban which are apparent
among people, whercever they may be, who have come under the spell of
the influences which the city exerts by virtue of the power of its
institutions and personalities operating through the means of com-

L?unication and transportation.

The shortcomings which attach to number of inhabitants as a
criterion of urbanism apply for the most part to density of popula
tion as well, Whether we accept the density of 10,000 persons per
square mile as Mark Jefferson (4) proposed, or 1,000, which ‘ilcox
(5) preferred to regard as the criterion of urban settlements, it
is clear that unless density is correlated with significant social
characteristics it can furnish only an arbitrary basis for differen
tiating urban from rural communities, Since our census enumerates
the night rather than the day population of an area, the locale of
the most intensive urban life—-the city center--generally has low
population density, and the industrial and commercial areas of the
e¢ity, which contain the most characteristic economic activities
underlying urban society, would scarcely anywhere be truly urban if
density were literally interpreted as a mark of urbanism. Never
theless, the fact that the urban community is distinguishesd by a
large aggregation and relatively dense concentration of population
can scarcely be left out of account in a definition of the city

But these criteria must be seen as relative to the general cultural

4, "The Anthropogeography of Some Great Cities," Bull. American
Goegraphical Society, XLI (1909), 537-66

5., Walter ¥, Willcox, "A Definition of 'City’ in Terms
of Density," in E.W, Burgess, the Urban Community (Chicago 1926)p.1D
6. Op. cit., p.8
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el A sociological definition must obviously be inclusive enough

to comprise whatever essential characteristics these different types
of cities have in common as social entities, but it obviously cannot
be so detailed as to take account of all the variations implicit in
the manifold classes sketched above. Presumably some of the charac-
teristics of cities are more significant in conditioning the nature
of urban life than others, and we may expect the outstanding features
of the urban-social scene to vary in accordance with size, density ,
and differences in the functional type of cities. Moreover, we may
infer that rural life will bear the imprint of urbanism in the
measure that through contact and communication it comes under the
influence of cities. It may contribute to the clarity of the state-
'ments that follow to repeat that while the locus of urbanism as a
mode of life is of course, to be found characteristically in places
which fulfil the requirements we shall set up as a definition of the
Lzarying degrees wherever the influences of the city reach,

city, urbanism is not confined to such localities but is manifest in

F/ While urbanism, or that complex of traits which makes up the
characteristic mode of life in cities, and urbanjzatioq which

denotes the development and extensions of these factors, are thus

not exclusively found in settlements which are cities in the

physical and demographic sense, they do, nevertheless, find. their
most pronounced expression in such areas, especially in metropolitan
fgities. In formulating a definition of the city it is necessary to
exercise caution in order to avoid identifying urbanism as a way of
life with any specific locally or historically conditioned cultural
influences which, while they may significantly affect the specific
character of the community, are not the essential determinants of

its character as a city.

; It is particularly important to call attention to the danger of
confusing urbanism with industrialism and modern capitalism. The
raise of cities in the modern world is undoubtedly not independent

of the emergence of modern power-—driven machine technology, mass
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Suggestions for the Investigations of Human Behavior in the Urban
Environment." (9) But even these excellent contributions are far
from constituting an ordered and coherent framework of theory wupon

which research might profitably proceed.

In the pages that follow we shall seek to set forth a limited
number of identifying characteristics of the city. Given these
characteristics we shall then indicate what consequences or further
characteristics follow from them in the light of general sociolo~-
gical theory and empirical research. We hope in this manner to
arrive at the essential propositions comprising a theoryofurbanism.
Some of these propesitions can be supported by a considerable
body of already available research materials; others may be ag
cepted as hypotheses for which a certain amount of presumptive
evidence exists, but for which more ample and exact verification
would be required. At least such a procedure will, it is hoped,
show what in the way of systematic knowledge of the city we now
have and what are the crucial and fruitful hypotheses for future

research.

[ The central problem of the sociclogist of the city is to dis
cover the forms of social action and organization that typically
emer:e in relatively permanent, compact settlements of large
numbers of heterogeneous individuals. We must also infer that
urbanism will assume its most characteristic and extreme form in
the measure in which the conditions with which it is congruent are
present. Thus the larger, thevmore densely populated, and the more
heterogeneous a community, the more accentuated the characteristics

associated with urbanism will be. It should be recongnized, however,
that in the social world institutions and practices may be accepted
and continued for reasons other than those that originally brought

them into existence, and that accordingly the urban mode of life

9. Park, Burgess, et al,, op. cit., chap i.
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may be perpetuated under condltlons quite forelgn to those necessary

fqr 1ts,or1g1n.

= o <. s . N [ER . .
s - LSRN N . i i{ii" i "2," N ..) s et

;;Some justification may-be in order for;;the ch01ce *ofm"the v
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pr1nc1pa1 terms comprising our def1n1t1on of. tbe clty. The attempt

has been made to make it as 1nc1us1ve and at the same tlme. _as

denotatlve as poss1b1e w1thout loadlng 1t w1th unnecessary :dassumg
\4}

tlons,: To say that large numbers are necessary to const1tute aclty

b
means, of course, large numbers in relatlon to a restrlcted area Yot

hlgh dens1ty of settlement ".There are, nevertheless, good réasohs'ﬂ

PRI

for treat1ng large numbers ‘and dens1ty as separate factors,“"‘s1nce

'each may be connected w1th s1gn1flcantly dlfférent soclal consequen

ces.' 61m11ar1y the need for add1ng heterogenglty’ to numbers Tof -

- i g 7,

of pOpulatlon ‘as a necessary and d1st1nct cr1ter10n of‘ urban1sm‘

mlght be questloned s1nce we should expect the range of d1fferencm
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to 1ncrease w1th numbers. In defense, 1t may be sald that the c1ty ’

‘Ji

1 i %
showa a klnd and degree of heterogenelty of populat1on wh1ch cannot

-7

be wholly accounted for by “the law ot large n%mbers or adequately

represented by means of a normal dlstrlbutlon curve° "Since t'the’

populatlon of the city does not reproduce 1tse1f it nmust reécruit’ "

its’ mlgrants from* other CItleS, the* country31de, - and==in- ‘- --this

country until recently-—from other countr1es ! The clty« has - thus

hlstorlcally ‘been the meltlng—pot of- rabes;ﬂpeoples, and- - *cultures,

and a-most favorable breeding-ground of new b1010g1ca1 and’ cultural

hybrlds,_ It_has ‘not’ only tolerated “but rewarded individdal -differ=- -

ences. It -has broight together people :from ‘the ends ‘of «the -rearth

because they are différent and thus -ugeful to' one another, rather:

tbanibecausé‘they are homogeneous and'like—minded.-QIO) L L
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v 10, The Just1f1cat1on for 1nclud1ng the term "permanent"' in
the definition may appear necessary. Our fa11nre “to give' “an-
exten31ve justification for this qualifying’ wark of the urban: rests :
on the obvious fact that unless human settlements take a falrly
permanent root in a locality the characteristics of urban life. can
not arise, and conversely.the 11v1ngatogether¢of large numbers ,of

of heterogeneous individuals under dense conditions is not possible
without the development of a more or less technological structure,
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There are a number of sociological propositions concerning the
relationship between (a) numbers of populaticn, (b) density of set
tlement, (c) heterogeneity of inhabitants and group life, which can

be formulated on the basis of observation and research.

”

Size of the Population Aggregate. Ever since Aristotle's Po-
‘litics, (11) it has been recogniged that increasing the number of

inhabitants in a settlement beyond a certain limit will affect the
lrelationship between them and the character of the city. Large num
Ber:involve, as has been pointed out, a greater range of individual
rQariation. Furthermore, the greater the number of individual par-
ticipating in a process of interaction, the greater is the potential

differentiation between them. The personal traits, the occupations,

11, See esp. vii. 4., 4-14., Translated by B, Jowett, from which
the follawing may be quoted:

"To the size of states there is a limit, as there is to other
things, plants, animals, implements; for none of these retain their
natural power when they are too large or too small, but they either
wholly lose their nature, or are spoiled... (A) state when composed
of too few is not as a state ought to be, self-sufficing; when of
too many, though self-~gsufficing in all mere necessaries, it is a
nation and not a state, being almost incapable of constitutional
government, For who can be the general of such a vast multitude, or
who the herald, unless he have the voice of s Stentor?

,' "A state then only begins to exist when it has attained a popu
lation sufficient for a gooed life in the political community; it may
indeed somewhat exceed this number. But, as I was saying, there
must be a limit. What shiould be the limit will be easily ascertained
by experience, For both governors and governed have duties to per-
form; the special funztions of a governor are to command and to judge
But if the citizens of a state are to judge and to distribute offices
according to merit, then they must know each other's characters;
where they do not possess this knowledge, both the election to
.0ffices and the decision of law suits will go wrong. When the popu
lation is very large they are manifestly settled at haphazard,

which clearly ought not to be. Besides, in an overpopulous state
foreigners and metics will readily acquire the rights of citizens,
.for who will find them out? Clearly, then, the best limit of the
population of a state is the largest number which suffices for the
purposes of life, and can be taken in at a single view., Enough con
cerning the size of a city."
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the.cultural life, and the ideas of the members of an urban communi

ty may, therefore, be expected to range between more w1de1y sepratal

e That such variations should give rise tofthe'sbetialsegregatiax

of individuals according to color, ethnic heritage,. economic . and.
social status,,tastes>gng_preferences,.may reodily_he_inferred,;The
bonds of &inship, ~of neighborliness, and the sentiments'arising‘out'
of 11v1ng together for gemerations under a common ~folk tradition
are llkely to be absent or, at best, relatively weak in an aggrega- .

te the members of which have such diverse origins and backgrounds,.

Under such circumstances competition and formal control . mechanisms

furnish the substitutes for the bonds of solidarity .that are relied:
e e

upon to hold a folk society together.

Increase in the number of inhabitants of“a communlty beyond a
few hundred is bound to 11m1t the poss1b111ty ‘of each member of the
communlty knowlng all the others personally. d1Max \eber, :n recog-
nlz1ng the 3001a1 slgn1f1cance of this fact, p01nted out that from

a soc1010g1ca1 po1nt of v1ew large numbers ofglnhabltantsand density

.of settlement mean’ that the personal mutual acqua1ntancesh1p between)

the 1nhab1tants whlch ord1nar1ly\1nheres in a ne1ghborhood:slack1ng .
(12) The 1ncrease in numbers thus 1nvolves a chdnges character of
the soc1a1 relat10nsh1pso As Simmel p01nts out:

(If) the unceas1ng externdl contact of numbers of” persons ' in
the city should be met by ‘the same number of inner reactlons as in

the small town; in which one knows almost every person he meets and

. to each of whom he has a positive relationship, one would be comple .

tely atomized. 1nterna11y and would fall 1nto an unth1nkable mental

cond1t1on° (13)

12, Op. cltO, P 514 & :
13. Goerg S1nmel ""Die Grossstddte und deés Geistesleben)" ‘Die
Grossstadt, edf. - Theodor Petermann (Dresden, 1903)g PP. l87-206

~
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(/ The multiplication of persons in a state of interation wunder
conditions whlch make their contact as full personalities 1mposs1b1e
produces that segmentalization of human relat1onsh1ps which has some
times been seized upon by students of thedmental life of the cities
as an explanation for the "schizoid" chargcter of urban personalty.
This is not to say that the urban 1nhab1tants have fewer acquaint-
ances than rural inhabitants; for the reverse may actually be true;
it means rather that in relation to the number of people whom. they
see and with whom they rub elbows in the course of daily like, they
know a smaller proportion, and of these they have less 1nten31ve

knowledge. | g
Characteristically, urbanites meet oée another in high seg
;ental rolesf They are, to be sure, depe%dent upon more people for
the satisfactions of their life-needs fhag are rural people and thu
are associated with a greater number of o;ganized groups, but they
are less dependent upon particular persongy and their dependenceupm
particula®? persons, and their dependencejupon others is confined
to a highly fractionalized aspect of the ether 8 round of activity,
This is essentially what is meant by saylng that the city is charag
terlzed by secondary rather than primary %ontacts The contacts of
the city may . indeed be face to face, but they are nevertheless im.
persomal, superfxclal transitory, and segmental. The reserve, the
indifference, and the blasé outlook which?urbanites manifest in
thier relationships may thus be regarded %s devices for immunizing

themselves aga1nst the personal claims and expectations of others,
m

The superf1c1alltyp the anonymity, and the transitory charac-
ter of urban-soc1al relations make 1nte111g1b1e9 also, the soph1st1}
cation and tﬂe rationality generally ascr1bed to city-dwellers.

Our aequa1ntances tend to stand in a relat1onsh1p of utility to us
in the senseéthat the role which each one“plays in our life is over.
whelmingly r;garded as a means for the acﬁievement of our own ends.

Whereas, therefore, the individual gainsggon:the one hand, a certain
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degree of emanc1pat10n or freedom from the personal and. emotional

controls of 1nt1mate grouns, he losesp on thef;ther hand the spon-

¢ .

o taneous” self—express1on, Tl morale, and the’ sense of part1c1pat1on':

that comes Wlth 11v1ng in én integrated s001etyo This’ constlt\zltesi“r

essentlally the state of anom1e or the soc1a1 Void‘ to' “which

Durkhelm alludes 1n attemtptlng to account for the ‘various “forms of

b - - " v
B Vg f},. 1

soc1a1 d1sorganlzat1on in technolog1ca1 soclety.
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; ' . .The. segmental character and. ut111tar1an accent of 1nterpersond
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relat1ons 1n the c1ty find the1r 1nst1tut10nj1 express1on 1n the"

naud

G fadg.

prollferatlon of spec1a11zed tasks wh1ch websee 1nvthe1r most de—

'ni‘ 5 T F

loped form in the professmnso The operat1ons of the pecun1ary :
nexus lead to predatory relatlonshlps9 which tend to obstruct the

eff1c1ent funct10n1ng of the social order unless checked by profes—

L

s1ona1 codes and occupatxonal etiquette: The premlum put’ upon util®

ity and eff1c1ency suggests “the adaptab111ty of the corporatedev1ce';
forgthe organlzat1on)of enterprlses i% which 1nd1v1duals can engage
only in groups° The advantage that the corporatlon has' tover *theé”
1nd1v1dua1 entrepreneur and ‘the partnersh1p 1n the urban-1ndustr1a1

world" derlves ‘not only from the pOSSlblllty 1t affords of central—‘

1z1ng the resources of thousands of 1nd1v1duals or’ from ‘the legalg‘é'

i

.priVilegE”of llmlted 11ab111ty and perpetual gucce931on, but from

(the fact that the corporat1on has. no soul,

S N A G P % : ST L {1, 7w
(* The spe01allzat10n of 1nd1v1dualsg partlfularly in the1r oc—-
1 [ U i ey RS .F O BEEM
cupat1ons, can proceed only9 as Adam Sm1th p01nted out upon thew_

-

bas1s of an, enlarged market ~which in turn acgentuates the d1v131on§
LR N 'Y H .-

wt

of lgbor. Th1s enlarged market is only in part supp11ed by the

cityﬁkjh{nterland- in large measure 1t ‘is found among ‘the ‘large num

-

bers that the c1ty 1tse1f contalnsc The domlnance of the city ‘over”

: the sorround1ng hlnterland becomes exp11cab1e 1n terms of the’ lel— i

1

promotes° The extreme

51on of labor wh1ch urban 11fe ncca31ons and

degree of 1nterdependence ‘and the unstable equ111br1um of 'urban. 11fe

.
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are closely associated with the divisionf@f labor and the speéialigp
tion of occupations. This interdependendk and instability is in
creased by the tendency of each city to Qpecialize in those functiorms

L}n'which it has the greatest advantage. F

(( In a co%munlty composed of a largerghumber of individuals than
can know oneéanother 1nt1mate1y and can be assembled in one spot, it
becomes necessary to communicate through 1nd1rect media and to ar
ticulate individual interests by a process of delegation. Typically
in the city, interests are made effective through representation.
The individual counts for little, but thé voice of the representa- .

tive is heard with a deference roughly proport1ona1 to the numbers

While this characterization of urbaﬂism,'in so far as it de
rives from large numﬂers, does not by anf means exhaust the socielg
gical inferences that might be drawn from our knewledge of the re
lationship of the size of a group to the|character1st1c behavior of
the membersJ]for the sake of brevity the lassertions made may serve

to exempley the sort of propositions that might be developed.

Density., As in the case of number55 so in the case of concen
tration in limited space, certain consquences of revelance in
sociological analysis of the city emerge.; Of these only a few can

be indicated.

,r/ As Darwin pointed out for fiera and?fauna and as Durkheim (14)

noted in the case of human societies, anfincrease in numbers when
area is held constant (i.e., an increase|1n density) tends to

produce dlfferentlatlon and spe01a11zat10n9 since only in this way

can the are% support increased numbers. !Densxty thus reinforces
the effect &f numbers in diversifying meﬁ and their activities and
B i

Lin increasiég the complexity of the sociél structure,
’ !

On the subjective side, as Simmel h;s suggested, the close

24%4 E., Durkheim, De la division du travail social (Par1s, 1932)
P. j
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physical contact of numerous individuals necessarily produces a
shift in the mediums through which we orient ourselves to the urban
milieu, especially to our fellow-men, Typically, our physical con-
tact are close but our social contacts are distant. The urban world
puts a premium on visual recognition, We see the uniform which de-
notes the role of the functionaries and are oblivious to the
personal eccentricities that are hidden behind the uniform, We
tend to acquire and develop a sensitivity to a world of artifacts

Lgnd become progressively farther removed from the world of nature,

We are exposed to glaring contrasts between splendor and squalor
between riches and poverty, intelligence and ignorance, order and
(chaos. The competition for space is great, so that each area gneral
ly tends to be put to the use which yields the greatest economic
return, Place of work tends to become dissociated from place of
residence, for the proximity of industrial and commercial establish
ments makes an area both economically and socially undesirable for

Lfesidential purposes,

Density, land values, rentals, accessibility, healthfulness,
prestige, aesthetic consideration, absence of nuisances such asDoice,
smoke, and dirt determine the desirability of variousareasof the dty

as places of settlement for different sections of the population,
Place and nature of work, income, racial and ethnic characeteristics,
social status, custom, habit, taste, preference, and prejudice are
among the significant factors in accordance with which the urban
population is selected and distributed into more or less distinct
settlements. Diverse population elements inhabiting a compact set
tlement thus tend to become segregated from one another in the
degree in which their requirements and modes of life are incompati
ble with one anather and in the measure in which they are antago-
nistic to one another, Similarly, persons of homogeneous status
and needs unwittingly drift into, consciously select, or are forced
by circumstances into, the same area, The different parts of the

city thus acquire specialized functions, The city consequently
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tends to resemble a mosaic of social worlds in which the transition

from one to the other is abrupt. - The Juxtapos1t10n of divergentper

sonalities aéd modes of life tends to produce a relativistic  per

spective and a sense of toleration of dlfference which may be re

garded as prerequisites for rationality apd which lead toward the
L\secularizaticn of life. "(158) b

h
I

The close 11v1ng together and working together of individuals
{who,have»no éent1mental,and emotional tle% fcster a spirit of compe
tition, aggrgndizement, end mutual exploi%ation. To counteract
1rrespon51b1l1ty and potential disorder, formal controls tend to be
resorted to. Without rigid adherence to predlctable routines a
Llarge compact society would scarcely be a?le to maintain itself,
The cloeck anq the traffic signal are symb011c of the basis of our
ocial orderfin the urban world. Frequent close physical contact,
coupled w1th|great social distance, accentuates the reserve of
unattached 1nd1v1duals toward one anotherhand, unless compensated
for by other. opportunltles for response, é1ves rise to loneliness.
The necessary frequent movement of great numbers of individuals in
a congested habltat gives occasion te fr1ct1on and irritation,
Nervous tens1ons which derive from such personal frustations are
accentuated Py the rapid tempo and the compl1cated technology under
\Which life ié dense areas must be lived. %
: ! B

B B
it

- 15, The extent to which the segregatxon of the population into
distinct ecolegical and cultural areas and the resulting social atii
tude of tolerance, rationality, and secular ‘mentality are functions
of density as distinguised from heterogenelty is difficult- to de-

.| termine, Most likely we are dealing here‘thh phenomena which are

consequencesﬂof the 31multaneous operat1on of both factors,
I o :
" . t‘
1 : , :
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]/ggterogeneityo The social interactionamong such a variety of person
ality‘é;ggg—;n the urban milieu tends to break down the rigidity of
caste lines and to complicate the class structure, and thus induces
a more ramified and differentiated framework of social stratificatim
than is found in more integrated societies, The heightened mobility
of the individual, which brings him withim the range of stimulation
by a great number of diverse individuals and subjects him to fluctu
ating in the differentiated social groups that compose the social
structure of the city, tends toward the acceptance of instability
and insecurity in the world at large as a norm, This fact helps to
account, too, for the sophistication and cosmopolitanism of the
urbanite. No single group has the undivided allegiance of the indi
vidual. The groups with which he is affiliated do not lend them
gselves readily to a simple hierarchical arrangement. By virtue of
his different interests arising out of different aspects of social
life, the individual acquires membership in widely divergent groups,
each of which functions only with reference to a single segment of
his persomality. Nor do these groups easily permit of a concentric
arrangement so that the narrower ones fall within the circumference
of the more inclusive ones, as is more likely to be the case in the
rural community or in primitive societies. Rather the groups with
which the person typically is affiliated are tangential to each

Kpther or intersect in highly variable fashion,

Partly as a result of the physical footlooseness of the popu
lation and partly as a result of their social mobility, the turnover
in group membership generally is rapid. Place of residence, place
and character of employment, income and interests fluctuate, and the
task of holding organizations together and maintaining and promoting
intimate and lasting acquaintaenceship between the members isdifficult.
This applies trikingly to the local areas within the city into which
persons become segregated more by virtue of differences in race,
language, income, and social status, than through choice or positive

attraction to people like themselves. Overwhelmingly the city-
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dveller is not a home-—owner, and since a transitory habitat does -not
generate binding traditions and sentiments, only rarely is he truly
a neighbor. There is little opportunity for the individual to
obtain a conception of the city as a whole or to survey his place in
the total scheme, Consequently he finds it difficult to determine
what is to his own "best interests" and to decide between the issues
and leaders presented to him by the agencies of mass suggestions.
Individuals who are thus detached from the organized bodies which
integrate society comprise the fluid masses that make collective
behavior in the urban community so unpredictable and hence so prob-

_lematical,
N

Although the city, through the recruitment of variant types to
perform its diverse tasks and the accentuation of their uniqueness
through competition and the premium upon eccentricity, novelty, ef
ficient performance, and inventiveness, produces a highly differ-
entiated population, it also exercises a leveling influence.
Wherever large numbers of differently constituted individuals congre
gate, the process of depersonalization also enters. This leveling
tendency inheres in part in the economic basis of the city. The
development of large cities, at least in the modern age, was large-
ly dependent upon the concentrative force of steam., The rise of
the factory made possible mass production for an impersonal market.
The fullest exploitation of the possibilities of the division of
labor and mass production, however, is possible only with standard
ization of processes and products, A money economy goes hand in
hand with such a system of production., Progressively as cities
have developed upon a background of this system of production, the
pecuniary nexus which implies the purchasability of services and
things has displaced personal relations as the basis of association.
Individuality under these circumstances must be replaced by cate-
gories. When large numbers have to make common use of facilities
and institutions, an arrangement must be made to adjust the facilities

and institutions to the needs of the average person rather than to
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d1v1dualsc The . serv1ces of the pub11c ut111~'
P P M
tles, of thedr-ecneatlonal9 educatlonal9 and cultural 1nst1tut10ns .

S

must be adgusted to mass requlrementso"S1m1lar1yg the cultural
K K 06 i_ . :

such as the schools, the movxes, “the rad1o, and the

thosefof'parf”

P

1nst1tut10ns{

newspapers, by v1rtue of thclr mass cllenteleg‘must necessarlly

operate as levellng 1nf1uenceso The pol1t1ca1 process as 1t appears ;

Jould not be understood without taking account of the

-

in urban 11fe

mass . appeals mdde through ‘modern propaganda technlqueso If  the
1nd1v1dua1 would partlclpate at all in the soc1a19 polltlcal .and
econom1c 11fe of the c1ty9 he must subord1nate gome of his 1nd1v1du
allty to the demands ‘of the larger communlty and in that measure

1mmerse h1mse1f 1n mass movementso,

IV THL RELATION BhTWEhN A THLORY oF URBANISM AND SOCIOLQGICAL
RESLARCH By means of a body of theory such as that 111ustrat1ve1y
sketched above, the compllcated and many~s1ded phenomena of . urban1sm
may be analyzed in terms of a llmlted number of basié categor;eso
The 3001010g10a1 approach to the 01ty thus acqulres an essentlal
unity and coherence enabllng the emp1r1ca1 1nvest1gator not merely
to focus more dlstlnctly upon the problems ana processes that proper
ly fall in his prov1nce but also to treat hls subJect matter 1n a

more 1ntegrated and systematlc fashlono A few typlcal flndlngs of

P

emp1r1ca1 research in the f1e1d of urban1sm9'w1th spe01a1 reference_

to the Unlted Statesg may be 1nd1cated to substantlate the theoret1

cal propos1t10ns ‘set forth in the precedlng pages, and some of the

cruclal problems for further study may “be outllned '

.

On the ba81a of the.three varlablesg numberv.denéity:ofuset—

i

tlement, and degree of'heferogeneitygﬂof the urban population, it .

appears possible to explain the chafacteristics of rurban life and
to. account for .-the differences between.cities! of various . sizes -
and types. . . L i. el €Y U .OYE€

{— Urbanism as a charactéristic modé of life may-be approached;
. ) K ; . - ) . . e P -
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