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FUNCTIONAL SPECIALIZATION OF CITIES

The principal economic activity of open~country communities
ordinarily is either agriculture or an extractive industry. These
communities, of course, may perform other economic functions for
the population, sud as providing for trade and other ser#ices. The
pattern of economic activity in modern urban communities is more"
varied, however, Some places specialize in one or more forms of
economic activity, while others have a more or less diversified set
of industries. All relatively large cities nevetheless have some
employﬁent in each major non-agricultural industry group: consthg
tion; manufacturing; transportation; telecommunication; utilities
and sanitary services; wholesale and retail trade; finance, insufance

and real state; business and repair services; personal services;
entertainment and recreation services, professional and related '
services; and public administration. The relative importance of
these industries in the economic structure varies from city to city.

This variation reflects functional differentiation.

The purpose of this paper is twofold: (1) to describe dif-
ferent kinds of functional specialization for cities, and (2) to
determine demographic, economic and socio—economic differences

among cities with different kinds of functions specialization,

CRITEBRIA OF FUNCTIONAL SPECIALIZATION.- There are a number
of functional classifications of cities repreéenting a variety of
approaches to the problem of classification. (1) The theory follow

ed in this paper bases functional specialization on the export of

(1) See in particular, Cauncy D. Harris, "A Functional
Classification of @ities in the United States," Georgraphical Review
33 (January, 1943), 86-99; Grace M. Kneedler, "Functional Types of
Cities,"™ Public Management, 27, (July, 1945), 197-203; Victor Jones,
"Economic Classification of Cities and Metropolitan Areas," The :
Municipal Yearbook, 1953, pp. 49-57; John Fraser Hart, "Functions
and Occupational Structures of Cities of the American South,"

Annals of the Association of American Geographers, XLV (September,
1955), 269-286.



o,

Lete

%

’1and economlsts refer to thls export act1v1ty asf he

base" of a.communltYe (2) - 5 T :V“{{“'? v
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There are those act1v1t1es wh,ch satlsfy local
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al clty,
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rhey 1nclude the&actlvltug requ1red to ma1nta1n the ?hys1c

h as constructlon, ut111t1ee, san'tary serv1" 'andvtransportatlon;

ag s e ,,‘.

serv1ces,¢1nclud1n’ trade, necessary to maxntaxn the level of

ithi

g

consumptxon,ﬁrThe enpert act1v1ty of the communlty by contrast

depends on extra—local demand for goods, serv1ces orrcapltal wh1eh y N h {'w

are exported to and consumed by persons in other communltles.?Export Y - J'*Hf

e

and malntenance act1v1t1es, then, make up the total economlc Mzg: S
act1v1ty of a communlty,‘ The percentage of local employment 1nr5

malntenance act1v1t1es generally 1s greater than that . 1n export ]
. . o ) S ) o
act1v1tlesc Hoyt for example, estlmated that about 68 per cent : o .
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pereons in.the New York metropol1tan reg1on 1n T S

B pt

.

of the emploYed
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1940 were engaged 1n produclng for, or serv1c1ng, re81dents of the o

%@,

reglon, (3)

Most c1t1es export a number of goods and serv1ces,‘and 1n
2 N N %4 hE

thls sense have ‘a more or less d1vers1f1ed economlc base, The _ N .

B . o

)
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)

eontrast between "d1ver31f1ed" and "speclallzed" clt1es; t erefore, o SR j

1s'on1y a’ matter of the number of spec1a11zed actlvrtles or the

degree of funct10nal speclallzatlon, In ‘this paper, an urban or

b_ metropol1tan comnun1ty is, sa1d to be d1vers1f1ed ,1 1ts .export.

VY I (2)See, for,example, Rlchard B jAndrews, “Mechanlcs of the ' L
Urban Economic ‘Base: The- problem of Termlnology,. Land Economlcs ' ‘]
29 "(August, 1953); 263-268, . | ; e . ‘
, 3)The New York Reg1ona1 Plan Assoc1at1on, Inc, The Econom1c " s ]
Status of the New York Metropolltan Reglon in 1944 (New York. 1944), ; Fon D
table 4, p. 6, '
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activity is about the same as that of the 'haverage"” community

while it is a functionally specialized one when the export activity
is greater than that of the average community, Unfortunately, data
are not available to measure or estimate directly the kind and
volume of export activity for each S.M.A, and urban place with
10,000 or more population in 1950, Functional specialization,
therefore, is measured indirectly. It is assumed that a high
proportion of employed persons or a high per capita output 1in a
given industry, relative to other comparable communities, represents
an export of the products or services of that industry, A place
is classified as specialized when it meets this criteriomn, For
example, when a community has a much larger proportion of its

labor force employed in manufacturing than the average of a compar

.able group of communities, it is presumed to export manufactured

goods, and therefore to be specialized in manufacturing.

Two other factors affect the criteria of functional special
ization: the size and metropolitan status of a place, Communities
which differ in size and location in a region "divide" the goods
and services to be exported, The study, therefore, does not
apply a uniform criterion of specialization to all places,

Rather, the criteria are varied for the eight groups of places
included: four metropolitan status groups, consisting of standard
metropolitan areas, central cities, suburbs and independent cities;

and two size classes within each group.

TYPES OF FUNCTIONAL SPECIALIZATION,- The type and number
of economic activities in which a city can specialize depends upon
the degree of specificity given the definition of the activities,
The following economic activity were selected for this study:
manufacturing; wholesale and retail trade; public administration;
higher education; transportation; military; entertainment and
recreation; finance, insurance and real estate; and medical and

other health services, There follows a brief statement of the
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o cr1ter1a for determ1n1ng operatlonally whether a c1ty may. be said -

. el o

b0, sp901al1ze in the act1v1ty, (4) G »ﬁﬂ;v,w ey

Manufacturlng A place 1s sa1d to be specxal:zed 1f it

-‘.ffalls in. the upper qulntlle on the dlstrlbutlon of places by the _;'

"i;percentage of all employed persons«ln manufacturlng, The qu1nt1le

111m1£s range from 39 per cent for large 1ndependent c1t1es to 50

S

'i.per ‘cent “for" suburbs° :i~575” N 7ﬁ”?A':-V :'?Lt‘gﬂr

S

‘;place 1s deflned as spe01allzed 1f 1t

e H gher Educatxon.

ﬁfﬁfalls i “the upper qulntlle on the dlstrlbutlon of- the percentage;

"f_ of" all persons 1n the age 1nterval 20 to 24,'enrolled 1n school

The upper qulntlle is about 19 to- 20 per cent, depend1ng upon 81ze

sy, @ -

and metropol1tan statusoT: . ‘. ;7 A T .'f-: N “'ﬂ_,* ‘fz"b

- Public Admlnlstratlon° A place is sald ‘to be speclallzed if

it falls 1n the upper deolle on the d1str1but10n of places by the
percentage of employed males 1n publlc admlnlstratloﬂ. The ‘upper
declle ranges from 7 to 10 per eent depend1ng upon size, and

Wmetropolltan statusoao ;ij o ;},g{ : -,'“;p,' *g nzsa

it Transportatlon° A place 1s de31guated as speclallzed 1f 1t
'falls in- the upper decile: on the dlstrluutlon of plaees by sthe
percentage- of all employed persens in. transportatlon,g The upper‘v
- decile . .range. from 8 to- 12 per cent dependlng upon s1ze and - y
‘metropolitan statusa. . Sy SR r;}} e e
M111tarx A commun1ty is de31gnated as a_"mxlltary center,"
‘given evidence that there is a sizeable military establlshment
located in or near 1t°, Central e1t1es and S, M Ao“s w1th more
’_than 100 000 1nhab1tants are classfled as m111tary center 1f they
contalned 2 000 or more members of the Armed Forces 1n 1950, All '
-S,M,A's and all urban places of 50 000 to 100 000 populat1on are
Vrequlred to have at least 500 m111tary persons, and all urban

places w1th less than 50 000 populatlon are requlred to have 200_'

(4) A more detalled statement ¢f the operat1onal procedures
and the1r 1imitations is to be found. irn Otis Dudley Ducan and--
Albert J.Reiss,Jr, Social Characteristics of Rural and Urban Con-
munities, 1950 (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1956)," chapter 1a,

Y i
e e —— e, L



5
or more military persons residing within their boundaries to be
classified as military center, These statistics almost necessarily
undertake the size of the military establishment, since only a
fraction of the military personnel are ennumerated as residents
of the community.

Entertainment and Recreation: A place is defined as special-

ized if it falls in the upper decile on the distribution of places
by the percentage of employed males in entertainment and recreation,
The upper decile is roughly 2 per cent fo all but the S.M,A,'s,

where it is 1,5 per cent,

Finance, Insurance and Real State: A place is designated as
specialized if it falls in the upper decile on the distribution
of places by the percentage of employed persons in finance, insurance
and real estate, The upper decile is defined by from 4 to 9 per
cent, depending upon size and metropolitan status,

Medical and Other Health Services: A place is said to be

specialized if it falls in the upper decile on the distribution of
places by the percentage of all employed persons in medical and
other health services., The upper decile is defined by from 5 to
8 per cent, depending upon size and metropolitan status

Trade: Each of the eight groups of places is subdivided into
high and low income categories to control the correlation between
income and trade. Then each urban place and S.M.A is classified
by its guartile position on both wholesale and retail trade. This
yields 16 classes: four wholesale times four retail quartiles.
By combining certain of these, five categories are obtained., These
are identified as: Wholesale Trade Center, a high per capita value
of sales in wholesale trade but a low per capita value of retail
sales; Retail Trade Center, a high per capitavalue ofretail sale with
a léw per capita value of sales in wholesale; Trade Center, a high
per capita value of sales in both wholesale trade and retail trade;
Maintenance Trade Center, the per capita value of wholesale trade
and retail sales is about average for that of all cities, and it

is therefore roughly considered to be a level of trade necessary
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. to malntaln “the local populat1on, Non—Trade Center, a low per'”
'caplta Value of sales in both wholesale and retaxl trade. It Can
be seen that every S.M.A. and urban place will be classified 1n‘
'one’of'theifire trade center classifieations.:~0nlymthoseteras—
sified as Wholesale Trade, Retail Trade, ‘or Trade Centers are"i'

' con51dered to export trade, howevero'

RELATIONSHIP AMONG TYBES OF FUNCTIONAL SPECIALIZATION -i"
Many commun1t1es show more than one form of speclallzatlon, glven

the operatlonal def1n1t10ns employed 1n thls researcho ,The

I S AT

::”occurrence of - several types of spec1a11zat1on 1n ,a communlty is
referred to; as "llnkage“ among these types. Table 1 presents

information on the extent of l1nkage among manufactur1ng, retall“

x“*‘»l-»; —, T =

trade, and the m1nor types of funct1onar spec1a11zat10n,z_

There is some variation in. the percentage of. places w1the

type of functlonal spe01allzat10n among the S,M. A,.and*urban o

place groups, but-the .variation is:.quite small -+ Roughly 85 per:.-

cent of_the,places.ln each -group are: functionally.specializeds~

.~ The absence of specialization in applaceris not due to. any artifact
of:definition, since'the_categories_are inclusive enough®to permit
every urban place 'to be specialized:and, in addition,;at least - !
two-fifths of the places in each group to have two forms. of |

. functional specialization, Each metropolitan status-size of '.:
place group-has' approximately the followlng proportions of .7 -
specializednplacesi manufacturing centers, 20 per cent;. higher ;
education,-20;per;cent; trade centersfég_perscent;gwholesaler;

"trade;centers,'ll}pergcentg retail@tradefcenters, vaer%centjw(5)i

>

T U fed T PR

*

-3 %Y (5) The percentage reported.for. trade ceriters,, wholesale ..
trade centers, and retail trade centers ‘are the percentages for
"all urban’ places, The percentages vary somewhat for' metropol1tan
status-size groups,; since. the proportion in each type of tradlng
center is a funct1on of- the correlat1on between wholesale and
retail trade in that’ group, {1



public administration centers, 10 per cent; transportation centers,
10 per cent; entertainment-recreation centers, 10 per cent; finance,
insurance and real estate centers, 10 per cent; medical and other
helath service cegters, 10 per cent. To the total represented by
these ten types of specializatiqn,‘a percentage of military centers,
varying in proportion by metropolitan status and size of place,
must be added . The third line from the bottom in Table 1 gives
?he per cent of places which are expected to have a double special-
ization, given the fact that by definition the number of
specializations is greater than the number of

places in any metropolitan status-size of place group and the
assumption that each place has at least one speciaiization. About
one-seventh of the places each group have no functional special=-
ization, so that the expected percentage of places with a double
specialization is even gfeater., In point of fact, about 10 per
cént of the places in each group have three types of functional
specializations, and at least an additional 2 per cent have four
types, so that the number of places with a double specialization

is less than the number expected, The difference between these
expected and actual values in the last line of Table 1 varies
from—2,9 per cent for small suburbs to-—41.5 per cent for large
S.M.A,'s, In general, small places are somewhat less likely to

have multiple forms of specialization than are large places,

The results from Table 1 clearly show that although most
S.M.,A,'s and urban places are functionally specialized, the
majority of them develop only a minimum of functional special-
ization, i.e., either a.single specialization (50.6 per cent of
all urban places) or a double specialization (34.3 per cent of
all urban places), give a fairly definite number of types of
functional specialization by definition, Only a relatively small

percentage of specialized places (less than one-fifth in every
metropolitan status-size group) have more than a single or a

doude specialization. _
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<~ - The extent of 11nkage among the types of spec1a11zat1on 1s

‘rélated to the ‘naturé of the spec1alizat1on. It is related for

'example, to the percentage employed in the 1ndustry of spec1a1-

}'1zat10n. Table 1 shows that no more than 9 per cent of any group

*of;ﬂaces has manufacturlng llnked .w1th trade, a mlnor form »of

7funct1ona1 specla11zat10n, Gr both._ Manufacturlng 1s more 11ke1y

‘to be 11nked w1th trade, however, than w1th a m1nor form of

3funct10na1 spec1al1zat10n.' That manufacturlng 1s,more llkely to

frbe 11nked with trade is surprlslng, as manufactur1ng and trade are

ﬂ1e1ess are more 11ke1y to occur w1th one another than Wlth

the two largest 31ng1e 1ndustry group employers 1n the Unlted

- k

States. Both trade and the minor forms of speclallzat1on never~

manufacturlng. The 11nk1ng of trade w1th a m1nor form of
funct10na1 spec1a11zat1on occurs w1th relat1ve1y greater frequency
than the 11nk1ng of two or more m1nor forms of specla11zat1on.

Thi's suggests that" perhaps certaln, 1f not all, minor forms of

%spec1a11zat1on are more 11ke1y to occur with trade than w1th one

,another. Detalled exam1nat1on of the data show: that speclal—_

1zat1on 1n entertalnment and recreat1on and in f1nance, 1nsurance

t,
.rand real estate is more llkely to oecur with reta11 trade than-

rw1th other m1nor forms, that transportatlon and wholesale trade

(&

are qu1te frequently 11nked in an “urban place, and that speclal-
1zat1on 1n hlgher educatlon is llnked with spec1a11zat1on in’

both wholesale -and - reta11 trade, ° a -

About 22 per cent of all urban places in 1950 were speelal

'1zed ‘in-two or more funct1ons. The maJor1ty of thesd 1nvolved

a’ double spec1a11zat10n, as only about one=fourth’ of these places
had three or four types of funct10na1 spec1a11zat1on. Examlnatlon

of the k1nds of’ 11nkage among the m1nor forms of spec1a11zation

‘shows ‘the - follow1ng patterns predom1nat1ng. ngher educatlon is

most 11ke1y to be 11nked with enterta1ntment and recreat1on, and
the converse is’ true. Places where this 11nkage occurs 1nc1ude

the central c1t1es of Los Angeles, Ca11f. and Salt Lake Cxty,

{

’
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- defined above. S o {W

,magor,,,.:go.r..ce.swproducrng...urbanlzatlono -The typlcal prelndustrlal

‘city .was a. trade centeruf Today, despite extens1ve industrial-

Utah9 and the 1ndependent cities of Santa Barbara, Ca11f, and

Saratoga Springs, N.Y. ngher educatlon also Js falrly closely

"llnked with both fxnance, insurance and real estate and medical

and other health serv1ce39 elthough the. latter two types of

speclallzatlon are . seldom llnkeda Examples of places where all.
three of these spec1a1t1es arelinked. ipclude the Boston, Mass.,
S.M.A,,- the central c1ty¢of Columbia, S, C,, and the . suburb of.
Evanston, I11.. Speclallzatlon in publlc adm1n1strat10n is mere

often linked. w1th mllltary speclallzatlon than with any.other
type, and vice versa, The central cities:of Wash1ngton, D.C. ‘and
Montgomery, Ala. 111ustrate 'this pattern. Trahsportat1on »i8

- frequently linked with other minor forms of speclal1zat10no

CORRLLATES oF. FUNCTONAL SPECIALIZATION° . Structural
character1st1cs of a. communlty are 1nt1mate1y related to the
functlons its .population; performso To .the. degree that . all.cities

share common maintenance: functlons and a characterlstlc d1v1sxon

of . labory their structure will be very 51m11ar°, A c1ty that .is

!

hlghly specialized, howeéer; is apt.to have a'dlstlnctzve social
structure° For examplegrmanufacturlng centers employ large
numbers of sxmlskllled operatlveso .Hence, maJufacturlng cities
11ke Detr01t ‘Mich., havela hlgh ratlo of manual to whltemcollar
workers° The question arl'lses9 however wheth%r most functlonally
specla11zed places eof .a. g1ven kipd. differ 51gn1flcant1y in.their
demographlc, economic, and socio=economic. characterlstlcs from .

communities.which. lack thls particular functlonal spec1al1zat1ono

. This question is con51dered for each of the functlonal types

|h

- TRADE.. SPECIALIZATI?NO=V Trade9 h1stor1callyv was..one .of. the

ization, many American cnmmunltxes contlnue to speclallze in

trade because they are the source of goods and the center of

A |1
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S, TABLE 1. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF PLAGES BY TYPE OF FUNCTIONAL SPECIAUZAHBN ANB

DEGREE OF LINKAGE: AMONG TYPES OF SPECIALIZATION, BY

METROPGLITAN STATUS AND- SIZE: 1950, : , . ,
. S, B, Ats ALL - "CENTRAL  CITIES ~ SUBURBS - INDEPENDENT CITIES
Functlonal Specialization and 5,000 to 250,0000 Ufban - Under 100,0000 10,000 to 25,000 10,000 t¢ 25,000 to
- -Degree of, Llnkage k 250,000 .ormore  Places. 100,000 . or, more - 25,000 or more 25,000 50,000
Sy g , I A o4 R U R S - W
Total p1aces E T 91 - 77 1262’f.> 98 2 v 295 26, RES 502 +’ 157"
Per cent i L T 100,00 100, 0. 100,00 1000 7 4 *100 0., 10000, 70000 - 100,00 < 1000
Manufactur1ng .spectalizatlon S !9 8§ %g % 520 8 ~, 19.6 20,86 : 19.9 - 20,1 - =A% Pi9 7
Manufacturing, .only =~ SR l13 0.0 3.7 13.3 t 12,3 - 11,2 C183 0 15,8
Hanufacturing & Trade 5 0 bk o 4 T3, 9 “&00 50 817 v 8.2 222 % 4 1.3
1 M1nor Spec1alwzat10n B T - 3.9. 1.8 1.1 . 2,90 07 « 18 1.9
Mg, Trade & Mvnor Specialo» i e e e, o R W
e Jrations' o e . ‘5;9.0 Do L0000 L 1 0,07 0,00 - 0.0 © 0.6
Trade speclahza’non (1) 39.5 TS 36T 42,6 29,0 3.6 315 1382
o Trade only. S : 12.1 14,3 13.3 - 16,2 A V8 12,1 12,7 15.9
S Trade & T ninor speciallzation 14,3 13.0 13.8 14,3 L1049 1046 - 15,6 114
o 0 Trade” & 2 minors specializations 8.8 1.8 1.4 8.1. o B 16,4 .« 6,8 . - 9.6
T Trads 83 nino, specializations’ 4,3 053 L 2.2 W -~ 0.3 30 T2k T3
++Minor foras : “of speciflcatlons b 25.3 o0 20085 L2105 0 05 < 32,1 - - 216 26 3 8.
’ on]y ' (2) ~~y‘_,“‘-.»,, T B o o )’3 . ;5. . ) ‘o e | o : i .
S 'Stngle specia]:zatlon ' 13.2 ' 13.0 15.4 9,2 . 15.6 16,4, 170 15,9
- ‘Double . specialization " n.0 5.2 . 9,5 9.2 .. S VN 9.0 8.4 8.3
. Triple . srecialization s A 26 22 SN w343 2.2 1.0 3.2
,;”Quadrup]e spec1]alzat1onh S005 o 00 04 0,0 S 0,00 e 00 B2 0
“Ho spec1ahzahon S 254 o7k 18300 1620 15,3 2126 18k T 15,7 1165 14,07
Total" number™ of spemahzahons 138 ST VI RN | 0 AR 1T S 159 T 310 198 678 "224
Number of spec1a]1zat10ns ninus- . s ' A o
nunber -of places:.; - vt L 52 515 50 Bt o 64 W e
: Expected “per ¥ ‘cent of p]aces ' T T @ TN e i’ ' ‘%%5 4 : { ey
. with ‘a -double’ specialization’ (3) - ‘5.8 : ’67%5 0.8 51,0 7 L BL3 F: S I Yy 350 & Ch2,7
“Actyal per cent ,of places® *' & f,uJ e EDRR ,f; PR e s
with a double: specialization”  33.0. 1, zso LR *295;*.:. K AR | IV R B0 T 29
Actual minus’ expected percent 8.8 BN T R R X FREA T WAL B IR [

B (1) Places speclalxzed «dn. trade are:
»(2) Minor forms.~of " specia]*zat1on are:

lnsurance and Real Estate

o)

‘.,"‘
Y

Educatlon

Wbo]esﬁ]ers, “Retail: Trade Centers
Transportation;

. and Nedlcal and other Health - Serv1ce

Assumxng no 11nkage among the types of spec1a11zat1on. i

’

and Trade Centers,' speclallztng in both’ ‘wholesale and  retail trade
Pub11g Adminlstratlon

Entertalnment and Recreatlon M111tary, Flﬂ ance,
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TABLE 2 .- SUMMARY OF COMPARISONS AMONG FIVE TYPES OF WHOLESALE.RETAIL TRADE CENTERS FOR AL STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS
AND URBAN PLACES OF 10,000 POPULATION OR MORE BY 1949 INCOME LEVEL

NUMBER OF COMPARISONS [N WHICH THE FIRST NAMEDO TYPE OF SPECIALIZED PLACED HAS
A HIGHER FIGURE THEN THE SECOND NAMED TYPE OF SPECIALIZED PLACE (1)

CHARACTERISTIC Wy-Rr W.TC WyMT Wy NT Re-Te Rr HT Re<dT  TCMT  TCAT  NIMT
Per cent of population 21 years old -
and over 0 1 3 b 12 15 15 14 14 9
Sex ratio 10 12 8 6 1 5 3 3 1
Persons per household 10 16 13 10 1 5 1 5 1 1
Per cent 1living in same house,1949
and 1950 ’ 12 10 9 6 1 8 3 4 b 3
Per cent in labor force
Hale 12 7 9 9 3 4 6 8 8 9
Female 8 ? 1 10 4 10 12 14 16 12
Per cent employed in manufacturing 10 12 b 4 8 3 0 3 2 4
Per cent government workers 4 7 8 5 n 10 10 8 8 10
Per cent employed in transportation 16 1 12 14 1 4 5 9 n 9
Per cent esployed males in--- A

Public administration b 8 7 9 10 9 10 9 10 1

Hotels and lodging places 3 1 3 T 8 g9 N 12 14 N

Entertaimment and recreatfon 5 3 5 10 ] 8 13 12 13 13

Per cent of wmales employed as white
collars 3 2 6 10 9 12 16 15 13 .13
Per cent of males employed as--

Professi onal, technicald Kindred vorker 1 2 4 6 12 %] 13 10 n 10
Managers, officials and proprietors, except farm & 4 8 n 8 2 6 15 12 12
Clerical and kindred workers 12 10 10 13 . 5 2 1 10 12 12
Sales workers § 2 7 n 7 9 15 14 14 13
Craftmen, foremen and kindred workers 7 10 b 6 10 5 5 ] 4 b
Operatives and kindred workers 14 16 9 3 5 1 0 1 3 3
Private household and servip workers 5 5 7 12 1 12 13 14 13 n
Laborers, except farm and mining N N 9 9 5 4 4 9 6 6
Per cent of females employed as--

_ Sales, clerical and kindred yorkers 8 § 7 10 4 5 10 10 n 13
Operatives and kindred workers N 12 9 3 7 4 2 1 3 5
Private household and service workers 7 3 b 10 10 n 12 9 15 14
Hedian school years completed 2 2 5 5 n 13 11 n n 9
Per cent enrolied in school, persons 20 to 24

~ years old _ 5 b 3 g 10 ki 13 10 12 "
Per cent of dwelling units owner-occupisd 4 8 5 4 -9 10 8 5 3 6

(1) Sixteen comparisons are involed; two size groups by two income groups, of SH.A.'s, cantral cities, suburbs, and independent cities,



12

of‘exchangeibr a rural hinterland; In the urban Unlted States as

a whole, wholesale and reta11 trade employ .a larger proport1on

'ii(21 9 per cent) of the urban worklng force than any other magor

:1ndustry group except manufactur1ng (29.4 per cent)._(6) A com-
vmun1ty may sneclallze 1n wholesale trade, in reta11 trade, or
-in both, The average U.S. urban communlty has a smaller -volume
_of wholesale than of reta1l trade, since wholesale trade is
.concentrdted in fewer places. Retail . trade9 of course,also
prov1des relat1ve1y more urban employment (17 6 per cent) than
'does wholesale trade (4.3 per cent) The effect of wholesale
specialization on an urban place, therefore, may be less: pronounced

than that ofvretall spec1a11zat1on,

” Table 2 summarizes compallsons of the demographlc, econom1c,
'and soc1o—econom1c characteristics, of the five classes. of trade
communlty.con51dered in.this paper. . Comparlsons among the - -types
'of'trade centers and of each type with. .those lacklng speclallzatlon
in trade showsrthat-the degree of retall trade speq1a11zat10n -
affects a number of the dlfferences among communltxes,‘ The major
contrast occurs between commun1t1es which specialize in reta11
trade, either as Reta11 Trade (Rr) or Trade Centers (TC), and .
those which do not, i oy Wholesale Trade (Ww),-Malntenance Trade
Centers (MT) and Non-Trade Centers (NT) .This" contrast reflects
the fact that. employees in retail trade ,are on the average four

times as numerous as in wholesale trade,

The 1mpact of 5pe01a11zat1on in reta11 trade on commun1ty
.morphology.may be summarlzed asofollows° (l) Rr and TC have
“somewhat older populatmons .and 'smaller households, on the average,

futhan.do,Ww,.MT_or KT places, (2) Rr and TC places have somewhat

] r(ﬁ)”Table 55, U,S, Qensus of Population: 1950, Vol. II,
Part I, p. 102, ‘ ' ' '
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other factors are involved, however, (2) NT and MT places have

a greater percentage of persons emplgyed in manufacturing than

do Rr, Ww or TC communities, except for Ww and TC suburbs. As

" manuf acturing and retail trade are the largest industry groups

in terms of employment, the fact that the two forms of specialization
seldom occur together is not unexpected, Detailed examination of
the data shows that wholesale trade is more likely to locate with
manufacturing than is retail trade, a fact which human ecologists
often have noted. (3) NT, MT and Ww places have higher proportions
of male operative and kindred workers than do Rr and TC places,
while the proportion of females so employed is generally highest

in NT and MT places. This relatively high proportion of operatives
and kindred workers in places with a relative absence of trade

as compared with those specialized in trade probably can be at-
tributed to the higher percentages employed in manufacturing in

the former, although some minor types of functional specialization

also are associated with a relative absence of trade,

Manuf acturing Specialization,- Manufacturing exerts a power
ful influence on the morphology of a community which specializes
in it, This influence is partly due to the factbthat specialization
in manufacturing except in suburbs, decreases employment in other
industries, The data in Table 3 disclose, in fact, that the
percentage employed in transportation, public administration,
hotels and lodging placés, and entertainment and recreation, and
the per capita wholesale and retail sales, are lower in manufactur
ing centers than in all places of comparable size  and
metropolitan status, Specialization in manufacturing furthermore,
shows very little linkage with the mimor forms of specialization,
or with trade, Only two per cent of all urban places'comﬁine

specialization in manufacturing with a minor form of special ization,

Manufacturing specialization exerts a substantial influence
on the labor force of a community in that the proportion of males

in the labor force is considerably higher in manufacturing com-
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exerc1ses 1ts gre test 1nf1uence on “the soc1o—econom1c level ofﬂ
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ly small er proport;ons of all whlte—collar workers® and “of manual’

, serv1ce workers and laborers than are found in all places. There -
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are substant1a11y larger proportlons only of craftsmen, fore%an
and k1ndred workers, “and’ of operatlve and klndred workers, and of
- operatxveand klndred workers, who, ‘of” course, compr&se&a s1zeab1e
.proport1on of all manufacturlng workers.» The effect of manufac—l
turlng spe01al1zat10n, then,:1s to truncate the occupat1ona1

d1str1but10n fordl- places by employlng dlspr0port10nate numbers’
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COLLEGE COMMUNITIES - The commun1ty spec1a11z1ng in hlgher

educatlon typlcally exports a serv1ce, educat1on, by 1mport1ng e

students 1nto the commun1ty as temporary re31dents.u The college
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‘orﬂprofess1onal school student purchases a rather, large number of
goods such as, foods, cloth1ng and. houslng,‘and serv1ces -such as .
enterta1nment recreatlon, and personal serv1ces.-i The;selectlven

. nature,of these purchases ‘appears to have 1mportant consequences:
for the soc1a1 morphology of college commun1t1es. Only a very '

small proport1on “of the employed persons in commun1t1es speclal-

1z1ng 1n h1gher educat1on are employed by educat1onal 1nst1tut10ns.
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Unless a place is very small, therefore, actual employment in
higher education has relatively less effect on the social morphology
of the community than do the purchases made by the student

population,

College communities, when compared with places of comparable
size and metropolitan status in Table 3, have an above-average
socio—economic status level, Their economic base is favorable to
employment in white-collar occupations. A higher percentage of men
and women in college communities than in all comparable places are
employed in all specific white-collar occupations, except that of
male clerical and kindred workers and the median level of school
completed is higher., Correlatively, places specialized in higher
education have a lower percentage of men and women in all manual
occupations, other than private household and service workers. The
relatively high socio-economic level of a college communities can-—
not be traced solely to the fact that it specializes in an industry
with a relatively large proportion of white-collar workers. The
higher socio-economic level also can be attributed to the fact that
college communities attract other industries employing white-collar
workers, as is shown by the relatively higher levels of employ-
ment in government, public administration, and entertainment and

recreation than in all comparable places.

As to demographic composition, the male population in
college communities is less likely to participate in the labor
force than is the male population generally. This, of course, is
expected since a majority of college students are not in the labor
force, The proportion of men 14 years old and over who are
married is somewhat lower in college communities than in all
comparable places, although this finding is nof consistent with the

fidings for the sex ratio, The population of college communities
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TABLE 3--SUMNARY OF COMPARISONS WITH ALL STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS AND URBAN PLACED -OF 10,000

“POPULATION OR NORE FOR MANUFACTURING CENTERS ANO EACH OF THE NINOR TYPES OF FUNCTIONAL

) SPECIALTZATTON.- ‘ : el
T drale S L P NUNBER 0F CONPARISONS IN WHICH SPECIALIZEU ELNCES HAVE A
oo HIGHER FIGURE THAN ALL PLACES (1)
:: L _ 'Mgf. Ed. PN Tr. A ER F l RE Nﬂsrdj%
Per cent of popuTatlon 21 years old -and over 5 5 2 ¥ - 3 7 . 8 5
Sex ratio~" ‘~‘5f;"~;» e 'm,_'e-a'i oo T b e b T ks 20 e ]
Per cent nonwhlte o ' A2 2 85 6 T 1k
Per cent Tiving'in sane house 19h9 and 1950 8 0 "0 23y T 0 e
Per cent married males, 1% yaars “o0ld and over - 5 0 % 4. 6. 3 B vl Begear 52'3
Persons per housshold ., - .. . . .. 8 T .35 3 0. ‘T i
Per cent in Tabor force - T S i 'f“"f"*‘” AR
Hale. e TGl e e, 18 0 s 6 6 34 1 20 Ly
FemaTe ‘~}_ . ‘-? ' 5 -5 202 3 &, 6, . 5
Per cent eaployed in manufactur1ng g 0 T 0 I R | ’; EI R
Per capita wholesale trade ™ vo’ s s - 1 6 +s.86 .5 3. wbogmain 3
Per capita retail trads ' Lo 6 . T‘* 13 '§\ .- 4
Per oovernnent uorkers . 0 776 8 6 ‘6(2)‘5‘ - g
Per cent employedtin.transportation... - 4. - .0 0 ..ib.+ 8 e R T TS ,4 b,
Per cent employed males in-- . = . RN o :
Public administration” ° ° S R T T B S o R S
Hotels:and:lodging places:: = f. as o 0 S0 .10 3. 6 B 1Bty 6 F
Entertainnent and recreation -0 8 2 1 1 8 6 20
Per cent of maies employed” as white coMars’ = *0 8 "7 3 5. 78" =8 T
Par cont of nales employed ass- -, 1:. RSNy et t f;g.j, L Aey
ProfesSIOnaT technical and kindred workers .0 8 1 6 5 7. 8 8
Managers, . offlciaTs and proprletors - 0+ 8 =-"4. 5 5 0 gomberugis cipid
Clerical-and kindred workers -. AU 3 .08 8 & 1.0 % P
Sales workers - f 0 8 4 0 6 8 8" 6
Craftsment foremen and k1ndred workers w8 - 204)*5 6 5- 0 22 ook 1. wni0ies
Operatxves and kindred workers mggk;", 8 -0 0 20200 .0 . 0 U
Private household and service workers =~ 0 -~ 6 -7 4 -~ 8§ 71 71 8
Laborers, except farm and mining . < 2(2) 0¥ a7 8 6 Phaesl 2081030
Per’cent"of'femaTes'empToyed age= . - ‘ .

Sales clerical and kindred workers‘ 0 8 8 6 6 1 8 3
Operatives and kindred workérs™> = ' - - 8 0 0 2(2) 1 (| SRS | BN n
Private household and service workers. 0 7 8 1 6 1., .6 8.

Median school vears comp]eted 0 8 6. 2 5 8 8§ Ty 7
Per cent enrolled in schoold, =‘1§‘?T» . B SN
persons 20 to 2k years-, | ... .- .. ] g . &, 1. 2 5, . - 8 1 ..
Median income , families - ’ o T -
and unrélated individuals" RN 3o 2 1. 1 22 1l 53
Per cent of dwelling, units owner-occupied 5 6 .y 21: 4 0 3. g 2,

1) Eight comparisons are. 1noTved two size grnups each of S.M.A.'s, centraT cities, suburbs and
independent cities. The symbols refer to the following types of spec1aTizad places: Nanufacturvng (Nfg );
Education (Ed;);*Public™Administration (PA); Transportation (Tk); Entertainment and Recreation- (ER) N]Txtary
(Hy); Finance, Iisurance and Real Estate (F,I,RET medical and other HeaTth Serv:ces (NHS)

(2) S.M.A's only.,
(3) Independent cities only.
(4) Suburbs only,
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is some what more residentially mobile than that of all comparable
places. This does not appear to be primarily due to the college
population itself, suggesting that the mobility is due to other

causes,

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION CENTERS~ Governments employ rather substantial
numbers of persons in American communities, since a large number

of community functions now are carried on by government, Publie
administration includes only those government activities, however,
which are uniquely governmental functions, such as legislative

and judicial activities and most of the executive agency activities
of Federal, State and local governments, Government provision of
educational and medical services, for example, is not classified

as public administration, while government employment in the
administration of the law-police, courts, penal and treatment
institutions—for example, is considered public administration,

Most municipal administrative activitv fanctions solely to meet

the needs of the local population. By contrast, Federal, State and
County and agencies function largelylfor the population beyond

the confines of the place in which the agency is located. These
centers are said to expoxt administrative services, or to
specialize in public administration, They often are referred to

by particular names such as "county seat," "state capitol," or

by the name of some government institution which is localized

in the community, such as a penal insitution or a military instal-

lation,

The demographic composition of public administration
centers is similar to that of all places (Table 3). The stability
of residence is somewhabelow that of all places, however, This
seems due in part to tue fact that centers of public administration
induce residential mobility through personnel transfer policies,
patronage systems of employment, bureau changes, and so on, There
also are somewhat.greater sex ratios and percentages of nonwhite

persons in public administration centers,
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Employment oppoftunities in centers of public administration
are similar to those in the average place of comparable size and
metropolitan status. Specialization in public administration.
markedly affects the industry composition of a place, however,
Centers of public administration are below the average place with
resbect to employment in manufacturing, wholesale and retail trade,
entertainment and recreation, and finance, insurance, and real
estate, By contrast, specialization in public administration
increases employment in hotels and lodging places and is often

linked with military specialization,

Public administration centers have a substantial excees of
white-collar workers as compared with the average place, mainly
accounted for by clerical and kindred workers and male professional,
technical, and kindred workers. The percentage of female sales, 
clerical, and kindred workers in public administrationvcenters is
‘greater than that in any of the other minor types of specialized
places except those specialized in finance, insurance and real
estate, The occupational composition of public administration
undoubtedly accounts for the relative importance of clerical and
professional workers, Public administration centers show an over-
all deficiency of manual workers as compared with all comparable
places, Table 3 discloses that there are slight excesses in some
lower-status manual occupations—-male laborers, and male and female
private household and service workers., The average educafional
level of the population in public administration centers is
consiétent with the occupational composition, but the income level
of the population is not, The excees of the lower-income clericals
‘among white=collar workers and of laborers and private household
and service workers among the manual workers may account for the

relatively low median income level of public administration centers.
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TRANSPORTATION CENTERS,- Cities of any substantial size
require some employment in transportation to facilitate the local
movement of goods and services, There are urban places which
specialize in transportation, nevertheless, in that they either
are the place of residence or of employment for workers who are
connected with the movement of people and goods to and from a
hinterland or other centers by motor, rail, air, or water transport,
Transportation usually becomes a specialized function in a city
that is a collection point for distribution to other places, or
when the city is located at the point where people and goods are
shifted from one means of transportation to another, e.g., from
rail to motor transport. (9) There also are some places which
become specialized in servicing transportation at a convenient
point. The railroad town of Altoona, Pa., is such a servicing
point at the foot of the Alleghenies, although dieselization of

railroads has somewhat reduced this function.

There is very little to distinguish the demographic
composition of centers of transportation from that of all places
of comparable size and metropolitan status (Table 3), Opportunities
for male, but not female, employment seem to be increased by
specialization in transportation, This is not surprising, as
transport employs relatively few women., The labor force
participation rate of women in transportation centers, in fact,
is generally below that of all comparable places or that in the

minor types of functionally specialized places,

Transpor tation fails to induce above average employment in

any major industry group,other than wholesale trade. There is

(9) See James A, Quinn, Human Ecology (New York: Prentice
Hall, Inc., 1950), pp. 173-176 for a discussion of the "median
location" and "break-in-transportation"” theories of urban location.
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MILITARY CENTERS,- Historically, military centers usually
were true "fortress towns," The early frontier in the United States
had a number of such places. The typical military center in the
United States today, however, is an S.M.,A, or urban place which
serves as a host community to a military establishment located either
within its boundaries or in a nearby open-country area, The geo-
graphical location of these military bases was therefore that an
ecologically competitive relationship determined their location than
is true for other kinds of specialized places such as transpor-
tation centers. The size and number of military bases varies with
national policy. The military centers in the comparisons which
follows probably include only the relatively "permanent" militaky

establishments prior to the Korean hostilities.

A military base has a double effect on the host community.
It provides for some civilian employment at the military base, it
creates a demand for goods and services which the host community
may be said to export to the establishment and its personnel, The
comparisons below do not permit one to discriminate between these

effects.

A military establishment appears to have two major effects
on the demographic structure of the host community. Table 3 dis-
closes that the sex ratio is somewhat higher, reflecting the
presence of relatively larger numbers of males, and that the
population is less stable residentially, reflecting the high
residential mobility of military personnel and thier families. The
relatively low rate of home ownership in host communities also ‘

reflects the high residential mobility.

Military specialization stimulates the demand for extra-
family services,since the majority of military personnel at a base
are either unmarried or without their families. The effect of this

demand on industrial employment can be seen in that military
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centers have somewhat larger proportions of males employed in
entertainment and recreation and in hotels and lodging places than
does the average place, Military specialization also appears to
provide increase opportunity work with a government employer;

host communities'have;substantially greater proportions of employed

persons in government, and of employed males-in public administration,

. The socio-economic level of military centers probably is
somewhat above that of all places of comparable size and metro-
politan status when occupational composition and leyvel of educational
attainment in Table 3 are taken as indicators of socio-—economic
level, The occupational composition of military communities is
primarily influenced by the relative absence of employment. in
manufacturing and trade as compared with the average place, and
relatively more employment in the industries which cater to a

transient population,

ENTERTAINMENT-AND'ﬁECREATION CENTERS,~ A community special
izes in leisure by meeting extra-local demand for such services,
A number of factors give rise to this extra-local demand. Local
conditions may create an extra~local demand for their leisure
facilities, This._demand may be created by such diverse conditions
as the legalization of gambling, the development of a religious
shrine, or natural écenic endowment,v Or, the demand may come '
from a nonlocal popnlatlon or a transient sub—commun1ty whlch make
demands on the larger or host community for special forms of
lelsure, such»as the demand by populatlons with unbalanced sex
ratioé found at military installations, mining, or lumbering camps;
Three major typesof leisure center are produced by fhe differences
in demand-those based primarily on (a) recreation and na tural
endowment, generally called resorts:. (b) commercial forms of
amusement or entertainment, often characterized in terms of a

particular commercial form, such as the commercial and legalized
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gambling for which Las Vegas is known or racing at Hialeah; (e)
aesthetic institutions devoted to the arts and sciences, e.g.,
museums, art galleries, botanical and zoological gardens, musical
festivals, md opera., Generally speaking, the United States has
relatively fewer places which "export" the advantages of their
aesthetic insitutions, and large numbers of resort and cdmmercial
recreation centers. These several types of centers are treated
as a single unit of entertainment and recreation centers in the
cémparisons below., Separate comparison would undoubtedly show,
however, that the effects of the three types are not always the

sanme,

The demographic composition of entertainment and recreation
centers as a whole is substantially different from that of all places
or any other type of specialized place. These specialized places
have, as Table 3 shows, comparativeiy older populations, small
households and a high incidemce of recidential mobility--charac~
teristics expected of resort and retirement centers, if not of all

types of entertainment and recreation centers.

The pattern of economic activity and the occupational
structure of entertainment andrecreation centers are conditioned
somewhat by a complex of industries closely related to special-
ization in entertainment and recreation, as well as by the special-
ization itself. The centers show high per capita retail expend-
itures and fairly sizeable male employment in hotels and lodging
places., The occupational structure shows a relative excess of
male white-collar workers, largely accounted for by the excess of
male managers, officials and proprietors, and male sales workers,
Specialization in the commercial forms of entertainment and
recreation, together with the auxiliary stimulation of the hotel
business and of retail trade, probably accounts for this finding.

The same complex of industries probably accounts too for the slight
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cent of these employed women were clerical and kindred workers, (11)
The sex.composition of finance, insurance and real estate probably
accounts, too, for the fact that the labor force participation of
women but not of men is slightly greater than the of the average

comparable place,

Like all places specialized.in a .minor type of economic
function, places specialized in finance, insurance and real estate
have comparatively low manufacturing employment. Generally,
employment in other minor forms of specialization is greater than
that of the average place, except for transportation, The per
capita expenditures for both wholesale and retail trade are also

generally higher,

The striking feature of piaces specialized in finance,
insurance arnd real estate, however, is their occupational composition.
Among all minor types of functionally specialized places, fipanée,
insurance and real estate centers have the highest percentage
of white~collar workers in suburban and independent city comparisons.
At least two-fifths of the workers in each size group 6f S,M.A,'s
and type of urban place are white-collar workers, as are almost
three-fourths of those in small suburbs, This white-collars excess
is made up of substantial excesses in all major white-collar occupa-
tion groups, except that of male élerical workers, There afe
substantially fewer male and female manual workers, except for
ptvate household and service workers, The socio-~economic level of
‘finance, insurance and real estate centers ié well above that of
the average place, too, measure by the educational attainment of
t?e adult population, It is, in fact, generall& as great as that
of places specialized in higher education. Except for small central

cities, the median income level of residents in

" (11) Based-on data in Table 2, U.,S, Census of Popﬁlation:
1950, Vol, IV, p. 61,
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flnance, 1nsurance and real estate centers is, above that of a11

_comparable places., The dlfferences are relatlvely small noweveg

.except for suburbs..x . ey .

‘MEDI-CAL AND -OTHER' HEALTH SERVAICE CENTERS »‘Every city .
maintains some med1ca1 dental and other- health serv1ces “for.its -

local populat1on. There is a tendency, nevertheless, for such

4serv1ces to concentrate 1n a few centers. Th1s 1s 'so for a number
7of reasons. Flrst State ‘and Federal governments locate large,“l
spec1a11zed med1ca1~hea1th fac111t1es in centers to serve pr1mar1ly

extra—local p0pu1at10ns, hxamples of such centers aré Kankakee,

Ill., where a state mental hospltal 1s the bas1s of spec1a1— J'?

1zat10n, Chxppewa Falls, Wls,, whefe it is a state hosp1ta1 for

mentally deflclent persons, and Coastv111e, Pa,, where it is e
FederalﬁVeterans-Admlnlstratlon hosp1ta1@v The—develoPment of
mediga} eenterffOrfthe‘diégnosis and'treatment'oﬂ:diverse;forms,of
»illness isfaasecdndyﬁasis for,speeialization,ﬁfSuéhvcenters general-
1& serve hothvlooalfand extra-rocal.populations.e;Thé;mOsteﬁamous.

- of these speciaiiiedﬁcenﬁers;in the United States is iRochester, «-
'Minn,,{where thefpriVateiyfdeveloped.Mayo Clinics serve a national

pntienﬁ;clientele,;uni-;";:' AN AP R

.g._

. 3

Spe01allzat1on in medlcal and health serv1ces may affect

‘._*‘. .

the. demograph1c structure of the commun1ty substant1a11y. The

ES LA

.effect 1s not unlformly the same,. however, s1nce 1t 1s a, funct1on
of the k1nd of spec1a11zat10n, often, in fact, of the klnd of medlcal

'1nst1tut10n or patlent populatlon.\ A medlcal custod1al 1nst1tut10n

A4 “a

such as a mental hospltal w111 have dlspr0port10nate numbers of

L Tall E

older persons, whlle one for the mentally def101ent w111 tend to
_have dlsproport1onate numbers of younger ones, veterans' hosp1tals

'usually have a h1gh -sex rat1o, whlle other hospltals have a more

“r.

balanced. one , Desplte thls lack of unlformlty in ef}ect, small )

=i

dlfferences were observed 1n the demographic compos1t10n of

i . Wl § ¢ -
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medical and other health centers and the average place of
comparable size and metropolitan.status. The sex ratio and the
per cent of males 14 years old and over who are married are
somewhat less than that of the average place, the average size of
household is smaller, and the population is somewhat less stable
residentially, These latter measures suggest a greater transiency

rate in the population,

Places specialized in medical and other health services are
somewhat more favorable to the employment of women than is the
average comparable place, while the reverse is true for men, This
is not surprising, since of the major industry groupé treated in
this study, only educational services and medical and other health
services, each with 63.9 per cent of all employed persons who are
women, employ more women than men, (12) Government is a substantial
employer of persons in places specialized in medical and other
health services. Only public administration and military centers
of the specialized types of places considered in this study have
higher ratios of government workers to all workers. Government
is a substantial employer in places specialized in medical and
other health services since the larger medical-health institutions
usually are government supported-mental hospitals, hospitals for
tuberculars, the mentally ddficient, the physically handicapped,
veterans hospitals, charity patient hospitals, and state or

municipally supported research hospitals.
Specialization in medical and other health services should

affect the occupational composition for employed women more than
that for men, since men comprise a relatively small proportion of
all employed in these services. Among men, however, the proportion
of professional, technical and kindred workers and of service

workers should be higher than that of the gverage place as four-

_ (12) Based on data in Table 55, U.S. Census of Population:
1950, Vol. II, Part, I, op., cit., p. 102,
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fifths of all employed men in medical and other health services

are professional, technical and kindred workers (55.4 per cent)

and service workers (25,1 per cent), This is the case in Table 3,
as only these two major occupation groups appear in consistehtly
higher proportions for employed males than in the average comparable
place. The same occupational expectations exist for women in
places specialized in medical and other health serfices, as 50.4
per cent of the employed women in medical and other health

services are professional technical and kindred workers and 26,6

per cent are service workers, (13)

CONCLUSIONS,~ This paper examines some of the demographic,
economic and soéio—economic.consequences which particular forms
~of economic specialization have on the social morphology of human
communities. The largest impact of economic specialization
génerally is on the socio-economic status structure of the com-
~munity, Several poihts are worth noting, since they are significant
for theories of social stratification, (1) Specialization in
manufacturing decreases the proportion of workers in both the
highest and lowest paid occupational categories in onr society and
leads to substantial excesses in the middle occupational categories
of-créftmen, foremen and kindred workers and operative and kindred
workers; hence, there is a fairly high median income for the
average family in the community, but fewer extremes in income,
The popuiation in manufacturing communities tends, in most ways,
to be less consumption oriented than the populétion in the average
community. There is a smaller per capita expenditure>for both

wholesale and retail trade, relatively fewer employed in hotels

. and lodging places, entertainment and recreation, medical and

other health services, relatively fewer younger persons locally
enrolled in institutions of higher learning, and a lower

average level of educational attainment than in the average place.

(13) The percentage for men and women are based on data
in Table 2, U.S, Census of Population:1950, Vol,IV, Part I, p.684£71.
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(2) The specialized community providing the sharpeet.contrast to
the manufacturing community is the center of‘finance,.ihsurance,
or real estate, The community specialized in finance, insurance
and real estate has substantial excess of all types of white-
collar workers, but most particularly the male managerial, proprie
tary, and official and sales worker white~collar occupation
groups, Manual workers are relatively absent, except for the
male and female private household and service workers associated
with higher socio-economic levels, The extremes of education,
income and occupation are more apparent in these communities,
particularly since both the lower-status clerical white-collar
workers and higher~status craft and operative manual workers are
relatively absent, The gverage person who resides in these com-
munities, however, has a }elatively higher educational and
income level and is more likely to own his own home than is the
average urban person in the United States. Residents of places
specialized in finance, insurance and real estate are more
consumption oriented than is the average urban resident (3)
Communities specialized in higher education or in retail trade
are reasonably similar to those specialized in finance, insurance
and real estate, and therefore form a similar, though less marked,
contrast to manufacturing centers, (4) Centers of public
admipistration show substantial excess of workers in the bureau~
cratic clerical occupations, and induce a relatively low consump-

tion orientation.

In summary, almost every aspect of a community's structure
is related to its basic functions. Reliable differences among
the functionally specialized types of.communittes are found with
respect to age and sex sfructure, mobility rates, labor force
participation, educational attainment, industrial and occupational

composition, income and home ownership. This does not imply that



qvery funct10na1 type of commun1ty has a d15t1nct1ve pattern for.
X _’ﬁapn of these characterlstlcs, but that at least one functlonally
i ) ‘séec;allzed type of place dev1ates con51derab1y from the average

fdr all places on each characterlstlcexamlned,3 The conc1u81on,1 

therefore, seems warranted that type of functlonal specla11zat10n

44

is" 2. prlnclpal determlnant of structural dlfferences among .

P commun1t1es.ﬁr  _ y L fk Cu . .
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